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May playlist
Fifteen new songs from Central New 
York rappers, indie musicians and 
other artists have been uploaded to the 
“Syracuse Playlist” on Spotify.   I1

POLITICS

Williams’ Town Hall 
Reaction was mixed among the split 
audience in attendance when Rep. 
Brandon Williams met with constituents 
in Camillus on Friday.   A5

Four sport SU standout 

became a trailblazer for 

today’s activist athletes.

Chris Carlson   ccarlson@syracuse.com

Jim Brown made his claim as the best 
football player in the world in Cleveland.

His argument for being the best athlete 
who has ever lived and his legacy of social 
activism, are rooted heavily in the four 
years he spent in Central New York.

Brown died Thursday at his home in 
Los Angeles at age 87. His life was stud-
ded with greatness and marked by flaws 
that have grown more glaring over time, 
as society reckons with domestic violence.

Brown was a four-sport star during 
his time at Syracuse competing in foot-
ball, men’s basketball, lacrosse and, when 
called upon, track and field. Here, he deliv-
ered an athletic career so comprehensive 
that he is one of a handful of people who 
could credibly claim to be the greatest ath-
lete who ever lived.

He was the first of Syracuse’s holy trin-
ity of running backs, along with Ernie 
Davis and Floyd Little, that are responsi-
ble for the number “44” being retired at the 
school and included in the school’s phone 
numbers and zip code.

Brown’s physical gifts were only one 
piece of a man who went on to break racial 
taboos and barriers. He was a trailblazer 
who carved the path for today’s activist 
athletes and a civil rights advocate who 
fought for the underprivileged.

Brown was also arrested on at least six 
occasions, usually on charges of violence 
against women. Brown was found guilty 
once, pleading to a charge of vandalism. 
The history of those claims over multiple 
decades and Brown’s own admission to 
slapping multiple women makes it impos-

sible to summarize his life neatly.
Sportswriters Mike Freeman and Dave 

Zirin, two of Brown’s biographers, spent 
time in their books wrestling with how to 
summarize a life that paired such great-
ness with such flaws.

Brown’s time at Syracuse might be the 
easiest part of that life to summarize, 
although it shaped his life.

He competed as an athlete at Syracuse 
from fall 1954 to spring 1957, delivering 
an athletic tour de force.

He was such a dominant lacrosse 
player that the rules of the sport had to 
be changed, making it more difficult for 
players to cradle the ball tightly to their 
bodies.

SIX TOUCHDOWNS
In one of the more remarkable football 

games of his career, Brown was respon-
sible for six touchdowns and seven extra 
points in a 61-7 win over Colgate during 
his senior year. He finished fifth in the 
Heisman Trophy voting and led Syracuse
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Remembering Jim Brown: A life defined 
by greatness but marked by flaws

Chancellor John King says 

he’s working with the state 

Attorney General’s office.

James T. Mulder   jmulder@syracuse.com

SUNY hospitals may ease up on suing 
patients over unpaid medical bills in 
the wake of a recent report that revealed 
Upstate University Hospital sues patients 
more aggressively than most other hospi-
tals in the state.

SUNY’s new chancellor said the pub-
lic hospitals are working with the state 
Attorney General’s office, which files the 
medical debt lawsuits on their behalf, to 
explore ways to avoid taking patients to 
court.

“We are working with them (the AG’s 
Office) and our internal teams to think 
about whether there are ways that we 
could change our approach,” John King 
said during a visit to Syracuse.

SUNY hospitals are reconsidering 
their collection practices at a time when 
Gov. Kathy Hochul and state legislators 
are taking steps to protect consumers 
from steep medical bills.

The state recently banned hospitals 
and other health providers from putting 
liens on patients’ homes or garnishing 
their wages to collect medical debt.

The state also cut the interest rate 
hospitals can charge patients on med-
ical debt from 9% to 2%. A new policy 
just approved in the state budget aims to 
standardize the paperwork patients fill 
out to get financial assistance.

Yet New York’s own teaching hospitals 
are among the most aggressive when it 
comes to suing patients for overdue bills.

Many of the patients Upstate sues are 
people of color and low-income individu-
als, according to a report by the Commu-
nity Service Society, a consumer advo-
cacy group. The median judgment the 
hospital sought against patients in 2019 
and 2021 was $8,109.

The majority of nonprofit hospitals in 
New York have stopped suing patients 
over medical debt, according to the Com-
munity Service Society of New York.

SUNY officials say the trail of lawsuits 
happens because the teaching hospitals 
are following policy imposed by Hochul’s 
budget office. When asked, a Hochul 
spokesman declined to explain the pol-
icy and referred all questions about the 
patient lawsuits back to SUNY.

That leaves SUNY hospitals, including 
Upstate, automatically forwarding over-
due medical bills to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office, which then routinely files 
dozens of lawsuits each month against 
patients.

Sen. Gustavo Rivera, D-Bronx, who 
chairs the Senate Health Committee, 
said he would like to see the SUNY hospi
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SUNY looking 
at its approach 
to collecting 
medical debts

Syracuse football legends Floyd Little and Jim Brown were honored after the first quarter of the Syracuse-Clemson game at the 
then-Carrier Dome on  Nov. 14, 2015. Plaza 44, which contains statues of Syracuse football greats, including Brown, Little, Ernie Davis 
and Coach Ben Schwartzwalder, was dedicated that day.    Dennis Nett, dnett@syracuse.com file
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Jim Brown was added to the Syracuse Walk of Fame in 1996. Other honorees were, Rob-
ert L. Stanton, left, accepting for his grand cousin, L. Frank Baum,  and actress Joanna 
Cassidy, who attended Syracuse University.   Post-Standard file photo
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