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Owners have the upper hand in
quests for more profi�table venues
SPORTS, 1C

East Greg Street in southern Sparks
is a blur of commercial businesses,
semi trucks and warehouses.

A sheet metal fabrication facility
backs up to an auto repair shop. Across
the street, a spice store and portable toi-
let company; nearby, a fl�oral supply
company and volleyball training facili-
ty.

There’s not a house, condominium
or apartment in sight.

To the west, Reno and Interstate
580. To the south, the tree-lined Truck-
ee River. To the east, federally owned
land.

The commercial core has nowhere to
grow except toward downtown Sparks
— which is also landlocked and out of
room. The city’s residential housing, as
in so many areas, has pushed farther
and farther north toward the city’s lim-
its. Major residential and industrial de-
velopments have nowhere to go — the
city’s largest swaths of land are all spo-
ken for.

“We’re out of land,” Sparks Mayor Ed
Lawson told the Reno Gazette Journal.
“As projects fi�nish, we don’t have places
to grow.”

And, he added, “You either grow or
you die.”

To spur growth, Lawson, City Man-
ager Neil Krutz and members of the
Sparks City Council have a bold vision
for the city: Flip its commercial core to
residential and move commercial and
industrial development to land the city
doesn’t even own yet.

It’s a vision that relies on a federal
lands bill, construction of bypasses and
a massive shift in the city’s current
layout. It would create a city hub along
the Truckee River, increase revenue and
decrease traffi�c, according to offi�cials.

And if the city doesn’t head in that
direction, well, that’s not something of-
fi�cials are considering.

The city hasn’t penciled out fi�nancial
impacts of no more growth, Krutz said.

“The option to not grow is not there,”
Lawson added.

The need for more land

Fore more than 40 years, Nevada
homeowners have enjoyed exceptional-
ly low property taxes.

Nevada’s statutory limit on property
tax sits at $3.64 per $100 of assessed
value, and as of 2014, Nevada’s property
tax revenue per capita was just $953,
well below the national average of
$1,455. The state ranked 38th for prop-
erty tax revenue; only one other inter-
mountain state — New Mexico — had a
lower rate. 

And little of that money is returned
to local municipalities.

“The state has put us in this posi-
tion,” Lawson said.

About seven years after construc-
tion, owners of single-family residenc-
es do not pay enough money in proper-
ty taxes to cover basic community ser-
vices such as road paving, sewer main-
tenance, street sweeping and other 
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See SPARKS, Page 4A

K
en Dalton will never forget the day he was hired by

the Reno Fire Department in 1985. h It was January,

and he was joining a small group of other new hires.

But the freshly-minted fi�refi�ghters stood out from

their predecessors — they were the fi�rst paid Black fi�refi�ghters

in Northern Nevada h “I thought that was kind of astonishing ...

we were the fi�rst ones,” Dalton said of his groundbreaking hir-

ing. h His story as a pioneer stood out to him — he heard it over

and over in the region, of Black residents who’d quietly broken

the color barrier, their accomplishments largely unrecognized.

‘It’s important to
have Our Story’

Ken and Demetrice Dalton run Our Story, a nonprofi�t organization dedicated to preserving the history of
Northern Nevada's Black citizens who broke color barriers. AMY ALONZO/RENO GAZETTE JOURNAL 

One of Reno’s fi�rst Black fi�refi�ghters
preserves the history of unsung heroes

Amy Alonzo Reno Gazette Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See STORY, Page 5A

“African American

families that have

been here a while feel

seen now. For

example, the families

of the men who served

here at the volunteer

fi�re department here

in Black Springs, they

feel validated.” 
Demetrice Dalton 


