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W
hen Beverly Talbert contracted COVID-19 in late 2021, it was the start of a new life for her dog,

Mikey. h Mikey is a 13-year-old Papillon-Bichon Frise mix. He went to live with Patti Knowles

the day after Thanksgiving 2021 when his owner became sick. Knowles said she was happy to

take in her friend’s dog. h “The reason she didn’t go into the hospital (sooner) was because she

didn’t have anybody to take care of Mikey. And I kept saying, ‘Let me take him to my house, he’ll be fi�ne,’”

Knowles said. “He delayed her treatment and I promised her when she went in, ‘don’t you worry. Mikey will be

taken care of.’”

Mikey settled easily into his temporary home. However, Tal-
bert, who Knowles said was in her 80s, died in January 2022.

“(Mikey) was her baby, and her life revolved around him,”
Knowles said.

Knowles already had several animals of her own and strug-
gled to manage Mikey’s care over the next year.

“There was a real guilt thing going on for the whole year,”
Knowles said. “I just realized that it was getting to be too much.
His food was expensive – he’s on a special diet – his medica-
tion was expensive, and I couldn’t aff�ord it anymore.”

Knowles reached out on social media to see if anyone would
step up to take Mikey in. She registered with ACTion Programs
for Animals – a nonprofi�t organization working to reduce the
number of animals impounded and euthanized in Doña Ana
County – but Mikey continued to live with Knowles. She said
she was looking for the “perfect home” for him.

Candis Stern and Patti Knowles hold their dog Mikey, who they both co-parent, on Thursday at Stern’s home.
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‘He loves
being loved’

Las Cruces dog, 
Mikey, fi�nds home 
& love with co-parents
Leah Romero Las Cruces Sun-News | USA TODAY NETWORK

Mikey stands at the feet of his co-parents.See MIKEY, Page 5A

LAS CRUCES – The City of Las Cruc-
es’ annual Fourth of July concert will
feature local and national country mu-
sic artists performing ahead of the fi�re-
works display.

The city’s Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment announced the concert lineup ear-
lier this month with Randy Houser
headlining.

Houser is a country music singer and
songwriter with hits on the Billboard
Hot 100 including “Anything Goes,”
“How Country Feels” and “Runnin’ Out-
ta Moonlight.” Prior to his singing ca-
reer, Houser is credited with co-writing
for fellow artists Trace Adkins, Lynyrd

Skynyrd, Reba McEntire, Justin Moore
and Chris Young.

His single “Like a Cowboy” was
nominated for the Country Music As-
sociation Song of the Year award in
2015.

Local musicians Chris Baker and
Dzaki Sukarno will open the concert. 

Country artists to sing at July 4 concert
Leah Romero
Las Cruces Sun-News
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See CONCERT, Page 5A

FARMINGTON — A video lasting
more than six minutes that the Far-
mington Police Department released
Thursday shows the chaos and terror
in a residential neighborhood mo-
ments after a gunman opened fi�re
Monday on cars and houses at ran-
dom, killing three women and injuring
several others.

Police released two home surveil-
lance camera clips and two clips from
body cameras worn by offi�cers. The
home surveillance camera clips reveal
how Beau Wilson, 18, a Farmington
High School student, shot and killed
Shirley Voita, 79; Melody Ivie, 73; and
Gwendolyn Schofi�eld, 98 as they
passed in vehicles through the North
Dustin Avenue neighborhood shortly
before 11 a.m. May 15.

Near the end of the second home
surveillance clip, after Wilson has fi�red
dozens of rounds, the teen shooter can
be heard calling out a haunting mes-
sage to the neighborhood: “Come kill
me!” he shouts before unleashing an-
other round of fi�re from his assault ri-
fl�e.

The third clip is body camera foot-
age from an unidentifi�ed offi�cer carry-
ing a long rifl�e. Much of the fi�eld of vi-
sion is obscured as he carries his
weapon in front of his body, but the
video does capture the offi�cer’s verbal
and radio communication with citi-
zens in the area and his fellow offi�cers
as he pursues Wilson on foot south on
Dustin Avenue.

The offi�cer begins by walking, but
he accelerates to a sprint after spotting
Wilson and issuing a description of
him to other offi�cers via his police ra-
dio. The offi�cer orders Wilson to show
his hands, but the shooter runs to a
nearby church and resumes fi�ring.

The offi�cer gets back on his radio
and calls for additional backup, con-
tinuing to pursue Wilson as additional
police vehicles stream into the area. As
offi�cers emerge from those vehicles,
the offi�cer takes charge, telling his as-
sociates, “Right here, follow me!” He
directs them toward a white house,
previously identifi�ed by police as the
First Church of Christ, Scientist at 713
N. Dustin Ave. That’s where Wilson
apparently decided to stop running.

The confrontation ends when Wil-
son is taken down in a volley of gun-
fi�re.

“Subject is down! Subject is down!
Cease fi�re! Cease fi�re!” the offi�cer be-
hind the body camera can be heard
saying.

Offi�cers approach Wilson’s prone
body, ordering him not to move, then
handcuff� him.

“Subject is down. He is secured,” the
offi�cer with the body camera says into
his radio.

The fourth clip is from the body
camera worn by Sgt. Rachel Discenza,
a 10-year veteran of the department 

FARMINGTON SHOOTING

‘It sounds
like you’re
watching
Afghanistan
or Iraq’
Videos capture fi�erce
battle between police
offi�cers, shooter
Mike Easterling
Farmington Daily Times
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See SHOOTING, Page 5A


