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FARMINGTON — Graduation week in Farming-
ton continued Thursday, May 18 at Hutchison Sta-
dium on the Farmington High School campus.

There were 330 Piedra Vista High School seniors
who took part in their commencement ceremony.

After the members of the Class of 2023 fi�led onto
the fi�eld, the PV Chamber Choir began the proceed-
ings with a performance of the national anthem. 

The class salutatorian, Khyler Burns, welcomed

Class of 2023 at 
Piedra Vista High School

A pair of Piedra Vista High School graduates pose for a selfi�e before marching onto the fi�eld at Hutchison Stadium for the
school’s commencement ceremony Thursday in Farmington. PHOTOS BY MIKE EASTERLING/THE DAILY TIMES
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FARMINGTON — With one of the
larger snowpacks in decades melting
quickly in the San Juan Mountains of
southwest Colorado, rivers and
streams throughout San Juan County
saw a notable increase in fl�ow velocity
in the past week as temperatures
warmed signifi�cantly.

Local residents could soon see the
impacts of the increased runoff�— es-
pecially those planning on attending
Riverfest over Memorial Day weekend
in Farmington’s Riverparks District. 

Organizers of the three-day event —
which typically attracts between
25,000 and 30,000 visitors to Berg and
Animas parks along the Animas River
— had to do some late scrambling to
move some events from low-lying
areas that are expected to fl�ood in the
days ahead.

D’Ann Waters, president of the Riv-
er Reach Foundation, the nonprofi�t or-
ganization that presents the festival
each year, said her group hoped the
festival could go on as planned in all its
usual locations as late as Tuesday,
May 16. But when the foundation
board met Wednesday, May 17 and
heard from Robert Sterrett, the chief of
the Farmington Fire Department
about the hazards posed by the rapidly
rising river, its members realized the
time had come to act.

“All the activities at Rocky Reach
Landing, the Berg Park East play-
ground and Archway Court will be
moved to River Reach Terrace and
Boyd Park,” Waters said, adding that
the events planned for Cottonwood
Landing also would be relocated.

Rocky Reach Landing and Cotton-
wood Landing are the two biggest
gathering spots on that list and are lo-
cated across from each other on a
stretch of the Animas River that is
known to become treacherous during
runoff� season. Both are sprawling
areas lined with brick pavers, but they
are only a few feet from the river even
during the dry season. 

By Friday, May 19, that barrier be-
tween water and pavers narrowed to
only a few inches in the case of low-
lying Cottonwood Landing.

Rocky Reach Landing sits a little
higher and was still well above the wa-
terline on May 19. But city offi�cials are 

Riverfest
organizers
planning for
alternate
locations
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See FLOODING, Page 5A

Members of the Class of
2023 at Piedra Vista High
School are saluted by the

crowd during their Thursday
graduation ceremony at

Hutchison Stadium in
Farmington.

the crowd and the platform guests. Next, valedic-
torian Addysen Boognl addressed the class.

Principal Kelly Thur then presented the class be-
fore every graduate got their moment in the spotlight
and walked across the stage to receive their diploma.

Mike Easterling can be reached at 505-564-4610
or measterling@daily-times.com . Support local
journalism with a digital subscription: http://
bit.ly/2I6TU0e .


