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More land was set for sale to the oil
and gas industry in southeast New Mex-
ico as land managers looked to retool
federal rules to prioritize conservation
throughout the U.S.

The Bureau of Land Management an-
nounced a public comment period for its
November lease sale in southeast New

Mexico, off�ering about 434 acres on six
parcels in Eddy and Lea counties, along
with 162 acres on fi�ve parcels in Pitts-
burg and Wood counties.

The public comment period runs un-
til June 15, 2023, allowing the public to
give input on an environmental assess-
ment release Tuesday.

The BLM reported “no signifi�cant im-
pact” was expected to the surrounding
environment or communities if the
lands in New Mexico were ultimately

leased and operated by the oil and gas
industry.

The fi�nding reported the land would
host six horizontal wells, disturbing
about 27 acres of the surface and pro-
duction about 1 million barrels of oil and
about 5.9 billion cubic feet of natural
gas.

“Within these counties, as well as the
area immediately surrounding the 

Oil industry leasing New Mexico
public land amid conservation push
Adrian Hedden
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U.S. Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) tours
Carlsbad Caverns National Park, July 6.
ADRIAN HEDDEN/CARLSBAD CURRENT-ARGUSSee LAND, Page 2A

Alicia Carreon of Hobbs found shel-
ter from a hot May afternoon in down-
town Carlsbad, and enjoyed a joint with
friend Monique Reza at Hat Creek Can-
nabis Café on Canyon Street, the fi�rst
business of its kind in the Cavern City
where users can not only buy cannabis
products but enjoy them on site.

A single mother of two, Carreon, 35,
said cannabis helped her deal with the
stress of early motherhood and a café
like Hat Creek can provide a needed
place to enjoy it away from the home. 

“You want to be able to go somewhere
where can just smoke and not be

judged,” Carreon said between puff�s
from her joint and the tell-tale giggle
fi�ts. “I feel like there’s still a really big
stigma around it. It can be used respon-
sibly, just like alcohol.”

One side of the business is a full-ser-
vice dispensary, off�ering a variety of
products and strains for take-out only.

The other, main section of the build-
ing allows users to buy joints, cannabis-
infused lemonades and other items for
use right there, among various activities
and themes in Hat Creek’s multiple
rooms.

There’s a music room where custom-
ers can choose from a vast collection of
vinyl records to listen to, there’s puzzles,

Above: Hat Creek Cannabis Cafe
provides space for cannabis users to
enjoy the substance, May 8, 2023 in
Carlsbad. PHOTOS BY ADRIAN HEDDEN /
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‘A homey feel’
Carlsbad’s cannabis café Hat Creek
off�ers more than ‘smoke and run’
Adrian Hedden
Carlsbad Current-Argus
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A nug of cannabis flower is pictured
May 8 at Hat Creek Cannabis Cafe 
in Carlsbad.See CANNABIS, Page 5A

Eddy County’s Board of County
Commissioners approved a $200 mil-
lion budget for fi�scal year 2024 Tues-
day, a $42 million increase from the
current fi�scal year.

The budget determines how Eddy
County will spend the money over the
next fi�scal year, which starts July 1,
2023 and ends June 30, 2024.

County staff� started the budget
process in late December and early
January. Commissioners reviewed
and discussed the proposed budget in
March and a preliminary budget was
approved in April.

The budget is due June 1 to the New
Mexico Department of Finance and
Administration (NMDFA). 

Here are four things to know about
the County’s budget.

Pay increases for Eddy
County employees

Eddy County Manager Roberta
Gonzales said the interim budget in-
cludes a 5% cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) for all county employees. 

Seventy-three employees would re-
ceive a pay raise based on step in-
creases and 24 new positions would be
created in county government.

2023 tax collections 
shatter early goals 

Eddy County government is funded
through multiple tax sources. Gon-
zales said oil and gas taxes and proper-
ty taxes are the main drivers for county
government revenue.

At the start of the 2023 fi�scal year,
Eddy County anticipated $35.5 million
in oil and gas production tax collection
revenues, per data from the Finance
Department.

Through March of this year, the
County collected $92 million in oil and
gas tax collections and continued col-
lections were forecast to remain
steady for the fi�nal three months of the
current fi�scal year.

Eddy County
approves
budget for
fi�scal year 2024
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Carlsbad school offi�cials were grap-
pling with a state mandate that dollars
be allocated to the district for “at-risk”
students, and that the district would be

held accountable for improvement tar-
gets tied to the funding.

That was among a host of new state
mandates enacted in this year’s legisla-
tive session as the school board pre-
pares its budget for the 2023-2024
school year, offi�cials said during a
Thursday work session.

This included targeted funding for
students deemed at risk based on their
academic performance at Carlsbad
Municipal Schools, along with a 6 per-
cent salary increase for all employees,
which would cost the Carlsbad district
about $7 million, and changes to in-
structional hour requirements.

No offi�cial decisions were made dur-
ing the work session as school board
members and staff� discussed the bud-
get, added requirements and the budget
process going into the upcoming school
year.

Schools to meet new state mandates for ‘at-risk’ students
Adrian Hedden
Carlsbad Current-Argus

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW MEXICO

See SCHOOLS, Page 5A


