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Lt. Col. Andrew Selph, a retired fed-
eral probation offi�cer that graduated
from Alamogordo High School, will be
recognized by the New Mexico Wing
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) as the state Wing
Commander.

“After all these amazing years of
serving as a volunteer in CAP, I am
grateful for the opportunity to become

wing commander,”
Selph said.

Selph is scheduled to
be sworn in on July 22.
His appointment is for
three years, comes with
the rank of colonel and
is unpaid volunteer po-
sition.

Selph has been a volunteer with
CAP for 45 years. When he takes com-
mand, he will replace Col. Annette Pe-
ters.

“Colonel Selph has seen a lot of his-
tory in the New Mexico Wing. I have
confi�dence that the wing will grow un-
der his leadership,” Peters said.

CAP is the offi�cial auxiliary of the
U.S. Air Force. It is a nonprofi�t that op-
erates a fl�eet of 555 single-engine air-
craft and 2,250 small, unmanned air-
craft systems, according to a news re-
lease. It also takes a lead role in aero-
space education.

Selph will command over 600
members in the state’s CAP wing.
Members are middle school students
to retirees and veterans. CAP squad-
rons are scattered across New Mexico
in cities like Alamogordo, Albuquer-
que, Clovis, Las Cruces and Santa Fe.

One of his priorities will be grow the
membership base.

Selph fi�rst joined CAP as a cadet. He
served in fi�ve diff�erent squadrons
around the state, including Alamogor-
do.

“I joined Civil Air Patrol as a cadet in
Alamogordo back in 1978 when my dad
was fi�nishing up his Air Force career
assigned at Holloman,” Selph said.

Selph earned the Carl A. Spaatz
award during his time as a cadet. The
award recognizes cadets who demon-
strate leadership, character and excel-
lence in aerospace education, accord-
ing to the Spaatz website.
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Juan Corral
Alamogordo Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW MEXICO

See AIR PATROL, Page 3A

Selph

More land was set for sale to the oil
and gas industry in southeast New Mex-
ico as land managers looked to retool
federal rules to prioritize conservation
throughout the U.S.

The Bureau of Land Management an-
nounced a public comment period for its
November lease sale in southeast New
Mexico, off�ering about 434 acres on six
parcels in Eddy and Lea counties, along
with 162 acres on fi�ve parcels in Pitts-

burg and Wood counties.
The public comment period runs un-

til June 15, 2023, allowing the public to
give input on an environmental assess-
ment release Tuesday.

The BLM reported “no signifi�cant im-
pact” was expected to the surrounding
environment or communities if the
lands in New Mexico were ultimately
leased and operated by the oil and gas
industry.

The fi�nding reported the land would
host six horizontal wells, disturbing 

Oil industry leasing more
NM public land amid
conservation push

U.S. Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) tours Carlsbad Caverns National Park on July 6.
ADRIAN HEDDEN/CARLSBAD CURRENT-ARGUS
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When Kamryn Yanchick graduated,
she hoped to decorate her cap with a
beaded pattern in honor of her Native
American heritage. Whether she could
was up to her Oklahoma high school.
Administrators told her no.

Yanchick settled for wearing beaded
earrings to her 2018 graduation. 

A bill vetoed earlier this month by
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, a Republi-
can, would have allowed public school
students to wear feathers, beaded caps,
stoles or other objects of cultural and re-
ligious signifi�cance. 

Yanchick, a citizen of the Seminole
Nation of Oklahoma and descendent of
the Muscogee Nation, said she hopes
the legislature tries again.

Being able to “unapologetically ex-
press yourself and take pride in your
culture at a celebration without having
to ask a non-Native person for permis-
sion to do so is really signifi�cant,” said
Yanchick, who now works for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma.

For Native American students, tribal

regalia is often passed down through
generations and worn at graduations to
signify connection with the community.
Disputes over such attire have spurred
laws making it illegal to prevent Native
American students from wearing rega-
lia in nearly a dozen states including Ar-
izona, Oregon, South Dakota, North Da-
kota and Washington.

High schools, which often favor uni-
formity at commencement ceremonies,
take a range of approaches toward pol-
icing sashes, fl�ower leis and other forms
of self-expression.

Advocates argue the laws are needed
to avoid leaving it up to individual ad-
ministrators.

When Jade Roberson graduated from
Edmond Santa Fe High School, the same
school attended by Yanchick, she would

have liked to wear a beaded cap and a
large turquoise necklace above her
gown. 

But it didn’t seem worth asking. She
said a friend was only able to wear an
eagle feather because he spoke with
several counselors, consulted the prin-
cipal and received a letter from the
Cherokee Nation on the feather’s sig-
nifi�cance.

“It was such a hassle for him that
my friends and I decided to just wear
things under our gown,” said Rober-
son, who is of Navajo descent. “I think
it is such a metaphor for what it is like
to be Native.”

When Adriana Redbird graduates
from Sovereign Community School, a 

At graduations, Native
students seek acceptance 

Amryn Tom reacts after graduating from high school in Cedar City, Utah. Tom is wearing an eagle feather from her
mother. RICK BOWMER/AP FILE

Schools restrict tribal regalia despite signifi�cance 
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Being able to “unapologetically express yourself and take

pride in your culture at a celebration without having to ask

a non-Native person for permission to do so is really

signifi�cant,” said Kamryn Yanchick.


