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S.P. Sullivan and Ted Sherman    
For Times of Trenton

New Jersey’s gun laws are changing 
faster than a speeding bullet.

A U.S. Supreme Court ruling last year 
upended New Jersey’s famously tight 
gun laws, particularly the rules concern-
ing concealed carry weapons and law-
suits from pro-gun groups have state 
authorities playing defense.

Gov. Phil Murphy and his allies in the 
Legislature have pledged to continue 
their fight to keep the Garden State from 
becoming like Florida and Texas, where 
lawmakers have largely done away with 
gun regulations.

So while the sands are shifting and the 
rules change with every major court deci-
sion, here’s a rundown of where things 
stand.

What’s with this Supreme Court deci-
sion we keep hearing about?

It’s called New York State Rifle & Pis-
tol Association, Inc. v. Bruen, commonly 
known as the Bruen decision. Handed 
down by the right-leaning U.S. Supreme 
Court last June, it marked the most sig-
nificant shift in the nation’s gun policy 
in decades.

Bruen created a new paradigm for how 
states should handle concealed carry 
applications and also changed the land-
scape for other restrictions on carrying 
firearms in public.

In most of the country, gun owners 
have little difficulty legally carrying their 
weapons in public. Second Amendment 
supporters say that’s what the Founding 
Fathers intended. Gun control advocates 
say it’s driving an increase in gun vio-
lence and mass shootings.

In left-leaning states like New York, 
New Jersey, California, it was pretty hard 
to get a permit previously. Now, anyone 
except those with serious criminal con-
victions, domestic violence accusations 
or documented mental health issues can 
obtain a concealed carry permit.

Much of the legal fight is now over 
where, exactly, concealed carry is 
allowed. We’ll get to that.

How did the Supreme Court case 
change things in New Jersey?

Let’s say it was 2021 and you wanted a 
concealed carry permit. Unless you were 
a retired cop or faced a credible threat 
on your life, you probably weren’t get-
ting one. That’s because New Jersey had 
a “justifiable need” standard, basically 
putting the burden on you to prove to a 
judge that you needed a handgun.

In 2022, however, the Supreme Court 
effectively told New York and other states 
that they were making it way too hard for 
ordinary citizens to exercise their Second 
Amendment rights.

So did New Jersey comply with that 
decision?

N o t  e x a c t l y,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
a  c o u r t  r u l i n g  f r o m  T u e s d a y.

Mansfield Township resident James Kolpack has been complaining to local, county and state officials for months about the constant 
hum of trucks heading to and from warehouses near his Columbus Road home.   Phil McAuliffe, for Times of Trenton

Jackie Roman   For Times of Trenton

When James Kolpack started looking 
for a new home in New Jersey last year, 
he said he was searching for an area sur-
rounded by farmland and “open space, 
where I would be able to relax a little.”

He settled on sprawling Mansfield 
Township in Burlington County, where 
the population of 8,897 is spread across 
23 square miles. He picked a house down 
the road from a sleepy subdivision called 
Country Walk, near a 2.2-mile nature trail 
and a farm. It seemed like a good fit.

Instead, it’s been “a complete night-
mare” all hours of the day and night, Kol-
pack said.

“Literally, the windows shake, the house 
starts to shake,” he said. “It’s the trucks.”

Mansfield, which includes Interstate 

295 and several other major highways, has 
become a hotbed for warehouse develop-
ment in recent years, like many other rural 
and suburban communities across New 
Jersey.

Eight new warehouses with a combined 
total of nearly 5.1 million square feet had 
already been approved for construction 
before Mansfield residents successfully 
fought for the township to pass an ordi-
nance last year to prohibit any more ware-
house development.

“They finished two other warehouses 
since I’ve been here, and there’s more com-
ing,” Kolpack said. “Since we’ve been here, 

the truck traffic has quadrupled. And I 
mean, bigger, faster, louder.”

The rumble of trucks past Kolpack’s 
house is the soundtrack of warehouse 
development for many in New Jersey. It’s 
something more residents will be hear-
ing, seeing and feeling as the state con-
tinues to be the target of developers look-
ing to build additional warehouses near 
New Jersey’s highways and ports.

The construction boom has drawn 
protests from some environmental and 
community organizations. But, ware-
house and trucking industry groups say 
they are following state and local laws, 
in addition to working on making ware-
houses more environmentally friendly.

Some industry watchers say the 
demand for warehouse space in New Jer-
sey may be waning. Amazon, the world’s 
biggest retailer, said last year it would 
shrink warehouse space in New Jersey 
after nearly a decade of expansion. In 
many communities, newly built ware-
houses have not found tenants or are par-
tially used.

Still, development appears to be con-
tinuing unabated. A 2021 report from 
CoStar, a commercial real estate firm, 
said New Jersey was due to build more 
than 100 warehouses totaling 26.5 mil-
lion square feet between 2021 and 2024.

New Jersey seems to be on track to hit 
that projection, said Anne Strauss-Wie-
der, director of freight planning for the 
North Jersey Transportation Planning 
Authority.

“It looks like we added 80 million
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A growing inventory of complaints 
as state loads up on warehouses

Dr. Adebambo Olajitan lives within 150 
feet of a 60,000-square-foot warehouse 
and manufacturing facility operated by 
Agilex Fragrances  in Franklin Township in 
Somerset County.   Julian Leshay, for Times 
of Trenton 

Construction sprawl spreads 

beyond New Jersey’s urban 

areas, bringing truck 

traffic, noise and even odors 

to far-flung residents.
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Learn the signs at rwjbh.org/stroke

Strokes come on suddenly, so you need to act immediately.

Balance    

Eyes         

Face         

Arms         

Speech     

Time       

Loss of balance or inability to stand or walk

Sudden blurred or loss of vision

A crooked smile

With palms skyward, see if one arm drifts down or can’t be lifted

Slurred or garbled speech

Call 911 immediately
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