
T
he young girl in pigtails stands. This is the rule

in Ms. Auletta’s third grade class: When stu-

dents understand the answer to the question,

they stand. The class has been watching an

online video projected on a wide computer screen at the

front of the classroom. The video describes a third grader

named Gary who likes school. Gary especially loves the

playground, where he climbs on monkey bars and rides

the swings. “At recess, we went on a slide. It was like a big

shiny spoon,” the video narrator says in a loud voice.

“And slippery!” h School 3, built 124 years ago near

downtown Paterson, has no swings, no monkey bars, no

slide big enough for the students to use.

The paint is peeling
from the walls in the
auditorium, which
also serves as the
lunchroom at School
10 in Paterson.
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TAKING
A TOLL

Facing
hazards,
Paterson
students and
staff� hang on
— or dig in

Christopher Maag NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY Coming 
next Sunday
It will take billions to
fi�x Paterson’s aging
schools. The
Legislature has not
provided a steady
funding source. Is a
federal infusion the
answer?

CRUMBLING SCHOOLS, STRUGGLING STUDENTS PART 2

See SCHOOLS, Page 6A

Show highlights
50-year fusion 
of hip-hop and
sneaker culture
LIFE, 1LF

Regan Lynch has been embarrassed by her sister.
She’s been ashamed. She’s been reluctant to talk
about her.

But her sister is still her inspiration.
“Everything I do, part of me does it for her, know-

ing she can’t do the same things I can do,” said Regan,
a junior pitcher for the Leonia/Bogota softball team.
“I work so hard and strive to get good grades know-
ing she won’t ever really play a sport like me or go to
college like me, or drive a car. She’s probably never
going to get married, so I feel like everything I do, I do
it for her.”

Regan and Theresa Lynch are separated by three
years, but Theresa is on the autism spectrum. She
struggles to communicate. She hyper-fi�xates on
things.
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Loving someone
with autism is
worth the heartache

See COOPER, Page 8A

Before NJ Transit board member Bob Gordon
could fi�nish explaining his stance on one of the most
controversial issues facing the agency recently, he
was interrupted by a shout from the audience.

“Resign!” an environmental advocate yelled. “Re-
sign! Resign!”

Rancor has become more commonplace at NJ
Transit board meetings, particularly as it relates to
the Transitgrid project, a proposal to build a micro-
grid powered by natural gas.

Incivility is not new to local U.S. politics, but there
is evidence that it has been at “historical highs for
several decades,” said Ashley Muddiman, an asso-
ciate professor at the University of Kansas who has
studied political incivility for more than a decade.

Rancor kicks
civility aside
at NJ Transit
meetings

See NJ TRANSIT, Page 9A

Offi�cials asking public for respect
as Transitgrid debate turns ugly
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AVOID
Knee 

Surgery
Even with a “BONE ON BONE” diagnosis

(201) 632-1917
New & Insurance Approved

Non Gel Options Available
33 Central Ave. Midland Park, NJ

HEALING STARTS IMMEDIATELY!

Re
su

lts
 an

d 
Co

ve
ra

ge
 V

ar
y  

    
M.

T.S
ha

ha
b,

 M
D 

Me
di

ca
l D

ire
ct

or

N
R-
GC

I1
01
97
06

-0
8

TheVista.org  |  (201) 684-9775

Discover the newest retirement 
community in Wyckoff.

A vibrant lifestyle today, a full continuum of care for tomorrow. 


