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New Jersey’s gun laws are changing 
faster than a speeding bullet.

A U.S. Supreme Court ruling last year 
upended New Jersey’s famously tight 
gun laws, particularly the rules concern-
ing concealed carry weapons and law-
suits from pro-gun groups have state 
authorities playing defense.

Gov. Phil Murphy and his allies in the 
Legislature have pledged to continue 
their fight to keep the Garden State from 
becoming like Florida and Texas, where 
lawmakers have largely done away with 
gun regulations.

So while the sands are shifting and the 
rules change with every major court deci-
sion, here’s a rundown of where things 
stand.

What’s with this Supreme Court  
decision we keep hearing about?

It’s called New York State Rifle & Pis-
tol Association, Inc. v. Bruen, commonly 
known as the Bruen decision. Handed 
down by the right-leaning U.S. Supreme 
Court last June, it marked the most sig-
nificant shift in the nation’s gun policy 
in decades.

Bruen created a new paradigm for how 
states should handle concealed carry 
applications and also changed the land-
scape for other restrictions on carrying 
firearms in public.

In most of the country, gun owners 
have little difficulty legally carrying their 
weapons in public. Second Amendment 
supporters say that’s what the Founding 
Fathers intended. Gun control advocates 
say it’s driving an increase in gun vio-
lence and mass shootings.

In left-leaning states like New York,

Experts say tree pollen levels 

have been extremely high 

this spring, particularly 

during recent weeks.
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For allergy sufferers in the New Jersey 
region, there’s some good news and some 
bad news when it comes to the 2023 pol-
len season.

An allergy expert based in Springfield 
says a “pollen storm” that has been rag-
ing in the Garden State during the past 
few weeks is finally starting to wane. 
However, he says some allergy sufferers 
may be facing a tough second phase of 
the allergy season — with grass pollen 
starting to boom.

That means more runny noses, itchy 
eyes and scratchy throats for folks who 
are allergic to pollen, according to Leon-
ard Bielory, an allergist and researcher at 
Hackensack Meridian School of Medicine 
and member of the Kean University Cen-
ter for Aerobiological Research.

“This is definitely the stormy sea-
son for pollen,” Bielory told NJ Advance
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Relief on the 
way for allergy 
sufferers

Alecia Hinnant holds a photo of her son, Supreme Rahman,  
on the street where he died in a January 2021 shooting.    
Photos by Joe Warner, For South Jersey Times
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As she surveys the spot where her son 
drew his last breath after he was shot two 
years ago, Alecia Hinnant thinks about the 
label she wears as a grieving mother.

A child who loses her parents is an 
orphan, she says. A wife whose husband 
dies is a widow.

“When you lose your child, you’re what? 
Nothing,” Hinnant says. “There’s no words 
to describe it. That’s how it is with us. 
There’s really no way to describe how we 
feel.”

She isn’t alone on this chilly but sunny 
day on a desolate stretch of Wesley Street 
in Salem City. Other South Jersey mothers 
have joined her to share their stories. All 
have lost sons to gun violence in Salem and 
all want to see changes in this city of nearly 
5,200 people in the middle of the state’s 
most rural county.

The moms say Salem’s leaders aren’t 
doing enough to keep the streets safe, that 

police aren’t taking their sons’ cases seri-
ously and that residents aren’t doing their 
part to share what they know about the kill-
ings.

While someone was charged with killing 
Hinnant’s son, many of the other mothers 
say their sons’ cases remain unsolved.

The group wants more street lighting, 
greater use of surveillance cameras, a more 
visible police presence and greater efforts 
by police to build trust with residents.

Another family joined the ranks of the 
grieving in Salem just last month when a 
13-year-old was shot to death in front of a 
residence on Ninth Street. No arrests have 
been announced in that case.

Local officials say they are already work-
ing to address many of the concerns raised 
by the moms, but acknowledge many chal-
lenges remain in Salem, which the state 
classifies as New Jersey’s second most dis-
tressed city behind Camden.

With a poverty rate well above the state 
average, Salem relies on outside aid and 
grants, and a police force of 20 officers to 
keep its residents safe.

Solving crimes here is complicated by a 
refusal among many residents to cooperate 
with police, the county prosecutor noted, 
adding that law enforcement is working to 
build a better relationship with communi-
ties.

“We feel very frustrated,” said Salem 
County Prosecutor Kristin Telsey. “We 
know that there’s progress to be made and 
we can’t make that progress without com-
munity help.”

‘NOBODY CARES UNTIL IT 
HAPPENS TO THEIRS’

Maria Sanchez lost her son, Saquion 
Cooke Jr., more than four years ago in a 
Salem shooting.

His case remains unsolved. She worries 
it’s been forgotten.

“I don’t understand,” she said. “You got 
big cities where they’re solving murders 
within a day or two. Salem ain’t but so big 

and you got all these unsolved murders.”
Her 23-year-old son was shot on Dec. 11, 

2018, and Sanchez says it still unclear why.
She remembers her son as a funny 

young man. “He was a comedian, always 
playing,” she said. “He was fun to be 
around. He loved his family.”

The passage of time hasn’t eased her 
pain.

“It doesn’t get no easier. It gets harder as 
the years go by,” Sanchez said. “I just want 
some justice. That’s all I want.”

This area of Wesley Street where San-
chez and the other mothers of sons lost 
to gun violence appears sparsely popu-
lated. A burned-out house with an over-
grown yard sat at the corner of Wesley 
and Walnut streets until it was recently 
demolished. A few other nearby homes 
are boarded up.

It’s late morning and the mothers are 
among the few people around, apart from 
an occasional passing car.

Hinnant said she moved her family out 
of Salem in 2016, but her son, Supreme I. 
Rahman, still had ties that drew him back 
to the city.

Rahman, 22, and his friend, Juanmere 
L. Negron, 21, were shot to death on Wes-
ley Street on Jan. 15, 2021. A Salem man 
was arrested months later and indicted on 
murder charges.

Hinnant said she attends every court 
hearing in the case.

Other families are still waiting for their 
day in court.

Latira Wright lost her son, 28-year-
old Quamerre Hall, who was found with 
a gunshot wound on East Broadway in 
Salem on Jan. 13, 2022. He died the follow-
ing day.

No one has been charged in the case. 
Wright knows people have been ques-
tioned, but she said no one is willing to 
speak to investigators.

Some residents have plenty to say about 
crime in Salem when talking among
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N.J. gun laws  
keep changing. 
Here’s what’s 
happening.

SALEM CITY

Moms of sons lost to gun violence demand 
change in city plagued by unsolved killings

Maria Sanchez holds a picture of her son, Saquion Cooke Jr., in 
Salem. Cooke was killed in December 2018.

“You got big cities where 

they’re solving murders 

within a day or two. Salem 

ain’t but so big and you got 

all these unsolved murders,” 

said the mother of one man 

shot to death in Salem City.

Ky’Shawn Redding  was gunned down in front of his home on 
March 30.   Dave Hernandez, For South Jersey Times

Latira Wright holds her son’s funeral program in Salem.  
Quamerre Khalif Lee Hall was killed in Salem in January 2022.
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