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Learn the signs at rwjbh.org/stroke

Strokes come on suddenly, so you need to act immediately.

Balance    
Eyes         
Face         
Arms         
Speech     
Time       

Loss of balance or inability to stand or walk
Sudden blurred or loss of vision
A crooked smile
With palms skyward, see if one arm drifts down or can’t be lifted
Slurred or garbled speech
Call 911 immediately

D
amien Gonzalez has grown up watching Yan-

kees baseball, usually on a phone held inches

from his nose. More often, he listens to the

broadcasts. h Gonzalez, who turns 15 in June,

was born with congenital glaucoma and is legally blind. As

he kept warm in the family’s SUV before an early season

practice in Newark, the teen from Emerson considered a

question about how he was able to play the game he loves.

Marvin Morgan of Newark, a player for the NJ Titans of the National Beep Baseball Association, a baseball league for
players who are blind, runs to fi�rst base as part of Adaptive Sports Day at Rutgers University on Oct. 21, 2022.
PHOTOS BY CHRIS PEDOTA/NORTHJERSEY.COM-USA TODAY NETWORK

Can you hit a homer
blindfolded? Beep baseball team opens

sport to legally blind

A patch on the jersey of Marvin Morgan of Newark, a
player for the NJ Titans of the National Beep
Baseball Association.
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See BASEBALL, Page 7A

A state superior court has temporari-
ly prohibited the Hanover Township
Board of Education from implementing
a policy that would require school staff�
to disclose to parents the gender identi-

ty and sexual orientation of its
LGBTQIA+ students. 

The order remains in eff�ect until the
court can hear arguments from both
sides on May 30.

The board of education voted to ap-
prove the policy Tuesday night in a di-
vided vote. It requires teachers to report
to parents and to school administrators

"any facts or circumstances that may
have a material impact" on a student’s
well being because of a range of factors.
Gender identity and sexual orientation
are among those factors, which include
depression, academic and athletic per-
formance, and bullying. 

Court halts district policy on LGBTQ identity
Mary Ann Koruth
NorthJersey.com
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See LGBTQ, Page 8A

The young girl in pigtails stands.
This is the rule in Ms. Auletta’s third
grade class: When students under-
stand the answer to the question, they
stand. The class has been watching an
online video projected on a wide com-
puter screen at the front of the class-
room. The video describes a third
grader named Gary who likes school.
Gary especially loves the playground,
where he climbs on monkey bars and
rides the swings.

“At recess, we went on a slide. It was
like a big shiny spoon,” the video nar-
rator says in a loud voice. “And slip-
pery!” 

School 3, built 124 years ago near
downtown Paterson, has no swings,
no monkey bars, no slide big enough
for the students to use.

“Do you get to use the monkey bars
out there?” Sandra Auletta asks the
class.

“No!” say the students. “We’re not
allowed!”

“They’re for the little kids, right?”
says Auletta. “OK! Next page!”

Ready to move on, Auletta asks her
students to sit. Then she presses 

Paterson’s
outdated
schools take
toll on staff,
kids’ health
Christopher Maag
NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See SCHOOLS, Page 4A
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