
Call Now for a FREE
In-Home Consultations

Our team is ready to take your call 7 days a week

Senior & Military Discounts

*Minimum purchase may be required, ask for details. Limit one offer per household. Offer valid for 
new orders only and for appointments scheduled between April 1, 2023 and May 31, 2023. Not 
valid with any other offer or previous purchase. **Financing is available with minimum purchase 
and approved credit. Unaffiliated third-party lenders provide all financing. Price, payments, and 
discounts may vary based on products, spend, and time of purchase. Licensed and insured FL 
CGC061890; CCC1331144 | NJ 13VH04301900 | DE 8008206060 | PA 013302 | LA 54794 | 
FL CGC1511149 | OR 213202 | WA PACIFBC810JJ | NV 0086030 | AZ 334398 | ID RCE59346 | 
NC 86154 | SC 54219 | MHIC 138722 | TX, OK, AR: RMP 17951; RMP 42680 | MHIC 129485 | 
VA 2705162005 | DC 4203321000191. Installation timing varies by product availability and 
permitting requirements. Offers are subject to change without notice until time of purchase. 
Visit walkintubs.com for all offer details.

Purchase a walk-in tub 
and receive 

FREE Installation*

Special Financing, 
with $0 Payments, 

0% Interest until 2025!**

or

Upgrade your 
bathing experience 
with a walk-in tub

Installed in as little as 1 day!
848-297-3204
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at mycentraljersey.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Learn the signs at rwjbh.org/stroke

Strokes come on suddenly, so you need to act immediately.

Balance    
Eyes         
Face         
Arms         
Speech     
Time       

Loss of balance or inability to stand or walk
Sudden blurred or loss of vision
A crooked smile
With palms skyward, see if one arm drifts down or can’t be lifted
Slurred or garbled speech
Call 911 immediately

SUBSCRIBER-EXCLUSIVE
SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE

SUMMER
READING

Maria Winter is fi�nally making
dough from her dough.

After the Somerville Borough Coun-
cil lifted restrictions on home bakers
selling their creations, the full-time
Readington math teacher’s side hustle
baking custom cookies has been boom-
ing.

Each week, she receives 14 requests
for orders – a dozen more than she can
handle. Already, she’s saved $8,000 for
her son’s college fund through her busi-
ness, Dessert Heat Cookie Co.

And now she off�ers cookie cakes and
s’mores bars.

“As soon as it was legal, the staff�
members at my school started ordering
from me, so it grew a lot organically
from the start,” said Winter. “It picked
up so much after September, but there
is only so much I can take on because I
do have a full-time job.”

For Winter, those cookies – in de-
signs such as ice cream sundaes, rain-
bows, soccer balls and Nintendo
Switches – are a taste of relief after
more than six months of frustration.

Winter’s hope to make money from
her cooking had been raised when the
state Legislature passed a law permit-
ting home bakers to sell their sweets.

In October 2021, New Jersey became
the last state in the country to allow
home bakers to sell their cupcakes,
cookies, cakes, cake pops and more
from home. It was a big change from
when bakers caught selling even one
homemade cookie faced up to $1,000 in
fi�nes. 

But Winter was stymied by a bor-
ough zoning regulation that home bak-
ing for profi�t was not a permitted use in
the residential zone where she lives.

That meant she had to go through
the cumbersome process of going to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment for ap-
proval, which could cost thousands of
dollars.

Winter was told she needed a zoning
variance, pay a $1,000 application fee,
deposit $4,000 into a borough escrow
account, publish a public notice in the
newspaper and notify all property own-
ers by certifi�ed mail within 200 feet of a
public hearing on her application.

The state’s permit for home bakers
costs only $100.

“I am very much a rule 
follower,” Winter previously told 

Desserts from
the heart

Maria Winter of Dessert Heat Cookie Co. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MARIA WINTER

Business booming
for Somerville

home baker

Cookies made by Maria Winter of Dessert Heat Cookie Co.

Jenna Intersimone
MyCentralJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See BAKER, Page 2A

BRIDGEWATER – Mayor Matthew
Moench has told the new owner of the
Bridgewater Commons mall that the
township doesn’t want to see apart-
ments as part of any redevelopment of
the site.

Moench wrote a letter to the CEO of
Pacifi�c Retail Capital Partners saying
the township sees the property as a re-
tail site, Township Administrator Mi-
chael Pappas said at Thursday’s 

Mayor: No
apartments
at mall

See APARTMENTS, Page 2A
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MyCentralJersey.com
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Before NJ Transit board member
Bob Gordon could fi�nish explaining his
stance on one of the most controversial
issues facing the agency recently, he
was interrupted by a shout from the au-
dience.

“Resign!” an environmental advo-
cate yelled. “Resign! Resign!”

Rancor and
shouting at
NJ Transit
meetings
Colleen Wilson
NorthJersey.com
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See TRANSIT, Page 4A


