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By SRUTHI GOPALAKRISHNAN
Monitor staff

As New Hampshire grapples
with the mounting challenge of
solid waste management and dis-
posal, private waste management
companies have stepped up their
lobbying efforts.

With a slew of bills introduced in
this year’s legislative session
aimed at improving landfill safety
and environmental protection,
these companies have looked to in-
fluence waste policy and shape
New Hampshire’s solid waste land-
scape with increased lobbying ef-
forts.

According to reports filed with
the New Hampshire Secretary of
State, lobbying expenditures in the
first quarter indicate that waste
management companies have hired
lobbyists at a cost of $60,000. Over
the past three years, these compa-
nies have collectively spent approx-
imately $250,000 in New Hampshire
on lobbying efforts.

Casella Waste Systems and
Waste Management, two of the ma-
jor players in New Hampshire’s
waste industry have accounted for
the significant portion of money
spent on lobbying, while WIN Waste
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By DAVID BROOKS
Monitor staff

When Concord takes stock Mon-
day on its progress toward the city’s
clean-energy goals, there will be one
bright accomplishment to celebrate,
some moves on the horizon to antici-
pate and a whole bunch of important
stuff that is, to say the least, slow to
develop.

“This is daunting in many ways,”
said Rob Werner, regarding the city’s
goal to have 100% renewable electric-
ity by 2030 and renewable heat by 2050.
“That’s the tension that we face in
terms of trying to think anew … and
let’s do something different than we
have done in the past. It’s not easy.”

The program, starting at 6 p.m. on

City to hold
session on

clean energy
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Lilly Cote pauses when she thinks about 2018. It was a bad
year for the 76-year-old Franklin native. Her husband lost his
two brothers, within a month of each other. She also lost her
adult son.

But they inherited the family house after her brother-in-
laws passed away – a trove of memories for her 86-year-old
husband.

They ’ve watched proposals come and go to revitalize the
old mill city. But they’ve remained in town as other en-
trepreneurs have left, because Franklin is where they were
born and where they’ve lived ever since.

The three rivers that run through Franklin hold the his-
tory of what the city once was – the source of textiles, hosiery,
paper and wool from a dozen mills, harnessed by the power
of the water.

Now the rivers tell the story about what city officials think

FRANKLIN : City weighs $20M bond to finance infrastructure repairs and
invest in opera house, whitewater park to become a tourism destination
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Jose Luis Alanz Cruz, left, and James Pacho of Total Grounds landscaping clear out the land under the trestle in downtown Franklin on
Monday. A trestle improvement is part of the $20 million bond brought forth by the economic development team.

Mar ty
Paric hand
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plans for the
water park
that is part of
the $20
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By SRUTHI GOPALAKRISHNAN
Monitor staff

A decade of overwhelming chal-
lenges in New Hampshire’s mental
health sector has reached a mile-
stone after a federal judge ruled
that the state must cease the prac-
tice of prolonged confinement for
psychiatric patients in hospital
emergency rooms.

“I am heartened that this seems
to clearly put an end to the inhu-
mane practice,” said Susan
Stearns, executive director of Na-
tional Alliance for Mental Illness
for New Hampshire. “This is an op-
portunity for all stakeholders to
work together to ensure people
who are experiencing one of the
most challenging times in their
lives get the very best care as
quickly as possible.”

Last week, a U.S. District Court
judge issued a permanent injunc-
tion directing the state’s Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-

vices to put an end to the practice
of holding psychiatric patients in
hospital emergency rooms within a
one-year period.

In addition, per the judge’s or-
der, the duration for which individ-
uals can be detained in emergency
rooms has been limited to a maxi-
mum of six hours. This represents
a substantial decrease compared
to the existing norm of patients
staying in these facilities for sev-
eral days and sometimes even
weeks.

The court’s ruling will protect
the constitutional rights of individ-

uals experiencing mental health
crises in hospital emergency de-
partments, according to Gilles Bis-
sonnette, the legal director of the
ACLU of New Hampshire.

In 2018, the ACLU initiated a
lawsuit against the state, planting
the seed to challenge its en-
trenched practice of involuntarily
detaining individuals facing mental
health crises in emergency rooms.

“Granite Staters experiencing a
mental health crisis should have a
robust array of treatment opportu-

Advocates say prolonged
confinement detrimental and
erodes constitutional rights

End of ER boarding ruling celebrated
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