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No slowing down
Malachi Coleman is ready to hit the 
ground running with the Huskers. 
Sports

Memorial Day event
Tuskegee Airman, 97, is invited to appear 
at Omaha’s Memorial Day parade. 
Midlands

LAUREN WAGNER
World-Herald Staff Writer 

Lulu Sodeinde and Mi-
chelle Montenegro may 
attend school in differ-
ent Omaha communities, 
but they have one thing in 
common: the importance 
that their high schools had 
in their success.

As their graduation ap-
proaches, the Omaha Pub-
lic Schools seniors say they 
wouldn’t be walking across 
a stage without the staff 
and programs they found 
at school. 

Sodeinde enrolled at 
Blackburn, the district’s 
alternative program, nearly 
two years ago after her fam-
ily moved from Texas to 
Nebraska. The high school 
is located in North Omaha 
and is one of the district’s 
smallest schools with 200 
students in grades 9-12.

Sodeinde, who was 
named prom queen last 
year and is the senior class 
president, said her journey 
through school was a roller-
coaster. Her first month at 
Blackburn was challenging 
because she struggled to 
find her own identity.

“It was a lot of me trying 
to figure out what I wanted 
to do,” Sodeinde said. “I 
was hiding behind everyone 
else’s shadow.”

Sodeinde said Black-
burn’s teachers eventually 
got her to open up and she 
began to rely on them for 
support.

“If I had any problems, I 
knew exactly what teacher 
I wanted to talk to. And 
every single time I needed 
them, they were always 
there,” Sodeinde said. “No 
matter what, even if it was 
in school or out of school, 
they were always ready to 

‘THIS IS WHERE 
I BELONG’

CHRIS MACHIAN PHOTOS, THE WORLD-HERALD 

Above: Blackburn’s Anuoluwa (Lulu) Sodeinde wants to work in the IT field after high school.
Below: Omaha South’s Michelle Montenegro wants to study to become a dance teacher after she 
graduates on Thursday.

HENRY J. CORDES
World-Herald Staff Writer 

Nebraska parole officer Jeremy 
Orescanin last week checked back 
in with a parolee who had been 
lapsing back into drug use.

Orescanin had earlier deter-
mined that a bad living arrange-
ment and loneliness had put this 
client in contact with some bad 
influences, and perhaps on a 
pathway to reoffending and back 
to prison. So the parole officer had 
worked with a community partner 
organization to find a new, more 
structured living arrangement.

As Orescanin now did another 
in-person assessment of the for-
mer inmate, he could see the plan 
was working.

“I saw a lot of change in his life,” 
said the military veteran with a 
degree in social work. “He was 
working, had the support and was 
doing well.”

Would Nebraskans feel safe if 
the state started releasing former 
prisoners into the community 
without that kind of oversight and 
assistance?

No testing to ensure they’re not 
using drugs.

No one making sure they keep 
a job.

No one seeing if they have the 
support they need to avoid re-
turning to a life of crime.

Well, that’s pretty much what’s 
happening today with nearly four 
out of every 10 inmates who leave 
Nebraska’s prisons.

Out of 2,252 inmates released 
in 2022, 829 — 37%— walked out 
with no parole or probation su-
pervision, according to new state 
corrections data analyzed by The 
World-Herald.

Prisoners call it “jamming out” 
— fully exhausting their sentence 
while behind bars.

Criminal justice experts call it a 
recipe for reoffending and a return 
to prison, saying post-release su-
pervision is a critical part of pub-
lic safety.

“You are taking someone with 
no money, putting them on the 
street and saying ‘Good luck,’” 
said Brian Lovins, president of 
the American Probation and Pa-
role Association. “We create these 
huge barriers, and then we are 
surprised when they fail.”

Inmate 
‘jam outs’ 
are under 
scrutiny

Two OPS seniors credit schools  
for their graduation success

Last year, 37% of inmates 
released from Nebraska 
prisons had no parole or 
probation supervision
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3RD ANNUAL
PATRIOTIC PARADE AND CONCERT

SATURDAY MAY 27TH | 10AM
GENE LEAHY MALL AND OLD MARKET

patrioticproductions.org/patrioticevents

Honoring our Nation’sMilitary, First Responders, Gold Star Families:
Over 80 Entries! Tuskegee P-51CMustang accompanied by the Tuskegee

“RISE ABOVE” Exhibit (Free Admissions). Bring your kids, grandkids,
neighbors & friends & stay for the Concert at the Gene LeahyMall.


