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BUSINESS: Ag 
exports critical to 
Minnesota in a 
changing world. 
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FARMLAND 
FOR SALE

Phone: 
701-799-5213 

Steven  Johnson 
steve@johnsonauctionandrealty.com

R.E. Broker Auctioneer Lic# 976

FOR SALE: 312 Acres of Barnes County ND Farmland. South 
of Pillsbury, ND. 
FOR SALE: 138 Acres Richland County ND Pastureland, 
Tillable with Building. South of Hankinson, ND
FOR SALE: 898 Acres of McHenry County ND Continuous 
pasture land with excellent fences South of Towner ND
FOR SALE: 160 Acres of Cass County expired CRP land 
southwest of Page, ND
FOR SALE: 320 Acres of Nelson County Farmland near 
Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 350 Acres Clay County MN Farmland North 
West of Barnesville, MN 
SALE PENDING: 400 Acres of Nelson County expired CRP 
land near Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 240 Acres of Cass County farmland east of 
Enderlin, ND
SOLD 80 Acres of Cass County farmland west of  Amenia, ND

40 years of agricultural experience in 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota

www.johnsonauctionandrealty.com

Flushing away 
lawn toilets

Universal background 
checks, extreme-risk 
gun confiscation both 
become Minnesota law

Hawley set to add 21 residential lots

HISTORIC HOSPITAL COMING DOWN

Contributed photos / Prairie St. John’s
Nursing staff from St. John’s Hospital in an undated photograph from the early 1900s.

By Patrick Springer
The Forum

Fargo

St. John’s Hospital 
was born of humble 
beginnings, first 

occupying the former 
Catholic bishop’s 

residence across from 
Island Park.

The hospital stood 
at 510 4th St. S. for 
more than a century, 
expanding with 
additions and evolving 
as it endured a series of 
purchases and affiliation 
changes, switching 
roles from a traditional 
medical-surgical 
hospital to a psychiatric 
hospital when it became 
Prairie St. John’s.

Now, after 123 years 

By Wendy Reuer
The Forum

WEST FARGO — In 
the inaugural public 
comment portion of a 
regular West Fargo City 
Commission meeting 
on Monday, May 15, 
neighbors took to the 
podium to discuss their 
ire with a neighbor who 
has repurposed used 
toilets as planters out-
side their home.

“These are not new 
toilets placed on the 
lawn as lawn ornaments 
or planters. They are 
old, used toilets, which 
is concerning,” neighbor 
Heidi Tong said. “We’ve 
been told if she uses 
them as planters, they 
are not considered junk.

“This is considered 
junk to several neigh-
bors,” she said. “It’s an 
eyesore and a complete 
embarrassment for 
anyone walking or driv-
ing down the neigh-
borhood streets. Not to 
mention the devastat-
ing impact on our prop-
erty values if we would 
ever try to sell.”

Another neighbor, 
Susan Zahradka, said 
along with the toilets, 
there is other junk and 
debris that continues to 
be left on the property 
at 837 12th Ave. W.

“If one person does 
it, another person does 
it, and it just becomes 
a trickle-down,” she 
said. “I take pride in my 
neighborhood.”

Amanda Fox lives at 
the home in question 
and displays the toilets. 
She said the toilets are 
not junk, rather they 

By C.S. Hagen
The Forum

HAWLEY, Minn. — A 
vision of expansion in 
Hawley that began 23 
years ago reached Phase 
5 recently as 21 new resi-
dential lots will be added 
in the northwest corner 
of the city that has over 
2,200 residents.

The lots will be added 
to the Prairie Hills 
Estates neighborhood, 

which began its Phase 
1 back in 1999 through 
the vision of Bob and 
Helen Olson, accord-
ing to a release from 
the city of Hawley. The 
vision hopes to provide 
residential development 
to help grow Hawley, 
expand the school the 
system and support the 
surrounding areas, the 
release said.

Hawley Mayor Sean 
Mork said the city is 
grateful that the Olsons 
continue to invest in the 
community. “We are 
excited about the addi-
tion in Prairie Hills to 

increase and improve the 
housing options within 
the city,” he said.

R&H Properties of 
Hawley, LLC, owner of 
the lots, signed paper-
work to open the new 
residential lots. The plan 
is to bring new home 
development to help 
with a housing shortage 
in Hawley, according to 
the press release.

In recent years, Hawley 
has become somewhat of 
a bedroom community 
for the Fargo-Moorhead 
area with the school 
system and golf course 
being “a big draw for the 

F/M area with a 22-min-
ute commute, so it makes 
sense,” said Dan Noreen, 
development manager 
for Prairie Hills Estates.

“Economic commute 
to Fargo-Moorhead area 
or to the lakes, booming 
school system, progres-
sive community, High-
way 10 development, 
beautiful 18-hole golf 
course right here,” Nor-
een added. “The school 
system is building a new 
middle school here, so 
that will bring new peo-
ple, and our last phase 

By Alex Derosier
The Forum

ST. PAUL — Univer-
sal background checks 
for firearms sales and 
court-issued emergen-
cy orders to confiscate 
guns from high-risk 
individuals are now 
Minnesota law.

Joined by gun control 
advocates, lawmakers 
and former Congress-
woman Gabby Giffords at 
the state Capitol on Fri-
day, Democratic-Farm-

er-Labor Gov. Tim Walz 
signed an $880 million, 
500-page public safety 
bill with the new gun 
policies into law.

The governor said 
policymakers need 
to do more than offer 
“thoughts and prayers” 
after mass shootings and 
take action to keep guns 
out of the wrong hands.

“This is not about the 
Second Amendment. 

St. John’s Hospital in 1926.

Contributed
Some neighbors are not a fan of the toilets used as 
planters outside a home along 12th Avenue West in 
West Fargo.

Special to The Forum
Prairie Hills Estates in Hawley, Minnesota, will begin 
a new expansion that will see 21 new residential lots.
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Additional homes 
will help address 
housing shortage

West Fargo 
neighbors ask city 
to remove toilet 
planters from home

After 123 years, 
demolition looms 
for St. John’s 
building near 
downtown Fargo


