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Free admission

PublicArtND.org

JUNE10&11
Hosting nearly 100 artists, artisans, food vendors
and musicians, ArtFest caters to more than 20,000

art lovers and festival-goers from around the region.

By Alex Derosier
Grand Forks Herald

ST. PAUL — Universal 
background checks for fire-
arms sales and court-is-
sued emergency orders to 
confiscate guns from high-
risk individuals are now 
Minnesota law.

Joined by gun control 
advocates, lawmakers and 
former Congresswoman 
Gabby Giffords at the state 
Capitol on Friday, Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Labor Gov. 
Tim Walz signed an $880 
million, 500-page public 
safety bill with the new gun 
policies into law.

The governor said poli-
cymakers need to do more 
than offer “thoughts and 
prayers” after mass shoot-
ings and take action to 
keep guns out of the wrong 
hands.

“This is not about the 
Second Amendment. This 
is about the safety of our 
children in our commu-
nities,” he said “We need 
action, and in Minnesota, 
that action is going to hap-
pen today.”

Walz, a hunter and for-
mer Army National Guards-
man who in the past has 
said he owns guns, once 
had an “A” rating from the 
National Rifle Association. 
But he has since distanced 
himself from the gun rights 
group and fell out of its 
favor as he advocated for 
gun control policies.

Under the new law set 
to go into effect on Aug. 1, 
background checks which 
typically apply to sales by 
licensed firearm dealers 
would be required for pri-
vate sales of firearms like 
pistols and semi-automatic 
rifles in Minnesota.

Transfers between 
immediate family mem-
bers and those involving a 
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A NOTICEABLE CHANGE

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
The Grand Forks Downtown Development Association made several improvements to the Town Square last year that made the 
space more user-friendly on a year-round basis. Additional improvements are still in the works.

By Meghan Arbegast
Grand Forks Herald

Grand Forks 

There has been a lot of 
changes in the downtown 
Grand Forks over the past 

five years, as development 
projects continue and other 
spaces see improvements 
throughout the area.

Jill Proctor, the CEO/
president of the Downtown 
Development Association, said 
she has seen a shift in the 
downtown community over 
the years to be more catering 
to families.

“We’re starting to see more 

family activities and the 
need or the want for family 
activities from the community. 
(Families) want to be able to 
come down with their kids 
and enjoy a meal or an activity 
or an event or something. 
Where I think prior years 
downtown’s always kind of 
been recognized as this party 
central where the younger 
generation comes down and 

hangs out,” she said. “I’m 
definitely seeing a shift from 
that where there’s still space 
for that, but then there’s all 
the other times of the day and 
days of the week where we’re 
seeing a lot more activity.”

Town Square has had some 
noticeable improvements 
over the last year. Some of 

By Alex Derosier
Grand Forks Herald

ST. PAUL — A bill legalizing 
recreational adult-use canna-
bis is on its way to becoming 
Minnesota law.

The Minnesota Senate early 
Saturday morning approved a 
final version of a bill that will 
allow marijuana possession for 

people 21 and older, expunge 
marijuana conviction records 
and create a new regulatory 
plan for the substance.

After years of advocacy at the 
Capitol, more than 30 commit-
tee hearings since January and 
two votes in both the House 
and Senate, the bill is now 
ready for a signature from Gov. 

Tim Walz, who supports legal-
ization. Following the gover-
nor’s signature, it would go 
into effect Aug. 1.

The bill’s second-to-last 
stop was the Senate, which 
passed the bill on a 34-32 par-
ty-line vote. The House passed 
the same bill Thursday with 
three Republicans joining 

Democrats in a 73-57 vote.
Backers of legalization 

have not touted marijuana as 
a big money maker for the 
state, but instead point to the 
unequal outcomes for different 
groups in society, particularly 
racial and ethnic minorities, 
and wasted law enforcement 
resources as a reason to end 

prohibition.
Plus, whether or not pot is 

legal, people continue to buy, 
sell and use it. Regulation is 
the best option, supporters say.

“The system that we have 
right now is not working; it’s 
not achieving any of the goals 
we’re setting out for,” said 

LEGALIZE: Page 2

DOWNTOWN: Page 3

Minnesota Senate sends legal marijuana to governor’s desk

Harsher 
gun laws 
passed in 
Minn.

By Nick Broadway
WDAY News

GRAND FORKS — Dave Berger, a 
man renowned for his musician-
ship and service to Grand Forks, 
was one class away from gradu-
ating with a music degree back in 
the ‘90s.

But he wasn’t able to finish, 
eventually moving on with a career 
in music — other jobs — and 
starting a family.

When UND President Andrew 
Armacost heard about this story, 
he decided Berger’s work after 
school was worth recognition.

“This is going to be a fun day,” 
Armacost said, just as Berger’s 
friends and family packed into the 
Hughes Fine Arts Center for a spe-
cial surprise this week.

Berger, who is often spotted in a 

hat and shades front-
ing the Downtown 
Horns in Grand Forks, 
thought he was going 
to an award ceremony 
for one of his band 
mates. Instead, it was 
time for some pomp 
and circumstance and 

the surprise of a lifetime as his 
kids adorned him with a cap and 
gown. It left Berger speechless.

“Thank you. Thank you all,” he 
said with a laugh. “I hope someone 
says something next.”

Berger was given a bache-
lor’s degree in general studies by 
Armacost. And this is no honorary 
degree — it’s the real deal, with 
plenty of friends and family who 
can attest to this official gradua-
tion ceremony.

It was an especially important 
moment for the Berger family.

Last September, Berger was 

Surprise of a lifetime
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Renowned Grand Forks 
musician surprised with  
UND degree, ceremony

Downtown projects 
create shift is usage of 
spaces in Grand Forks

Universal background 
checks, extreme-risk 
gun confiscation  
become law

Berger


