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Friends and loved ones gathered at
Williamson Chapel United Method-
ist Church in Mooresville on Thurs-
day for the first ever butterfly release

to remember lost loved ones.
Compassionate Friends of Mooresville,

which was formed in 2015 for people who
lost children of all ages, hosted this inau-

gural event.
Rhonda Hulton and Debbie Lindley

thanked everyone for coming and opened
the meeting with two poems about re-
membering their loved ones and com-
pared the moment to releasing a butterfly.
Everyone who attended stated their name
and the person they were remembering
before releasing their butterfly. Once all
butterflies had passed around, smiles and

joy were shared as everyone released their
butterfly.

After the release, dinner was provided,
which allowed the members to socialize
and enjoy one another’s company over
a shared meal. After speaking to a few
members of the Compassionate Friends of
Mooresville, everyone appreciated having
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After a debate for expanded vouchers
was discussed on the North
Carolina House floor, Rep.
Jeff McNeely found himself
apologizing for a remark to
colleague Rep. Abe Jones.

Jones accepted the
apology from McNeely,
but Jones said the entire
situation was filled with
“thinly-veiled racism” in
his opinion.

McNeely said he was caught up in the
debate of House Bill 823 and didn’t get
his question out to Jones in the way he
intended when he asked Jones about the
nature of his acceptance into Harvard Uni-
versity.

“I understand you went into the public
school and you went to Harvard and Har-
vard Law. “Would you have been able to
maybe achieve this if you were not an ath-
lete or a minority or any of these things?”

Jones, a Black representative from Wake
County, defended his academic back-
ground, pointing out his record in the
classroom.

“When I graduated from Harvard I was
in rank two, so I earned my place and I did
well,” Jones said.

Later, McNeely apologized on the House
floor.

McNeely
apologizes,
clarifies
remarks to
colleague
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One of the butterflies rests on the finger of a member of the Compassionate Friends of Mooresville.

Compassionate Friends’ butterfly release is way of remembering lost loved ones
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When local animal rescue
groups and shelters joined together
for the first Rescue Roundup last
year, some 50 pets found new
homes and 1,800 people came out
to learn about the organizations
and their missions.

“We did a good job of raising
awareness for animal rescue,”
said Donald Gullett of Piedmont
Animal Rescue. Organizers are
hoping this year’s roundup will be
even more successful, and since
the number of groups participat-
ing has grown, there will be more
opportunities to let people know

about the needs and services of the
animal rescue community.

Second Rescue Roundup bringing
animal rescues, shelters together

Julian Wellbaum talks to one of
the Piedmont Animal Rescue cats

at the 2022 Rescue Roundup.
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