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Another choice
 Mark Walker, former congressman and pastor, announces his candidacy
for governor at Kernersville church. PAGE A3
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More airports are considering using
facial recognition security software,
raising ire of privacy advocates. PAGE A3
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CHRIS MEGERIAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When John
Podesta left his job as an adviser
to President Barack Obama
nearly a decade ago, he was con-
fident that hundreds of miles of
new power transmission lines
were coming to the Southwest,
expanding the reach of clean en-
ergy throughout the region.

Podesta was shocked to learn
last year, as he reentered the
federal government to work on
climate issues for President Joe
Biden, that the lines had never
been built. They
still hadn’t even
received final
regulatory ap-
proval.

“These things
get stuck, and
they don’t get
unstuck,” Po-
desta said in an
interview with
The Associated Press.

Podesta is now the point per-
son for untangling one of Biden’s
most vexing challenges as he
pursues ambitious reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions. If
the president cannot streamline
the permitting process for power
plants, transmission lines and
other projects, the country is un-
likely to have the infrastructure
needed for a future powered by
carbon-free electricity.

The issue has become an un-
likely feature of high-stakes
budget talks underway between
the White House and House Re-
publicans as they try to avoid a
first-ever default on the coun-
try’s debt by the end of the
month.

Whether a deal on permitting
can be reached in time is un-
clear, with Republicans looking
for ways to boost oil drilling and
Democrats focused on clean en-
ergy. But its mere presence on the
negotiating table is a sign of how
political battle lines are shifting.

Although American industry
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energy
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projects in limbo

Arms wide open
For those with autism and their families, High Point has transformed the city to say ... welcome

Podesta

Please see RED TAPE, Page A6

JESSIE POUNDS
Staff Reporter

HIGH POINT — Empathy.
Courtesy.
Information about what

sights, sounds and experiences
to expect.

Quiet places to retreat if those
experiences get overwhelming.

In High Point, tourism lead-
ers are betting if they can offer
these basics for autistic people
and their families, they can at-
tract more visitors and dollars
to the city while becoming more
inclusive.

Earlier this month, a group
called the International Board
of Credentialing and Continuing
Education Standards recognized
the city as a “certified autism
destination.” It’s the second city
in the United States to receive the
designation from the group, and
the first in the eastern part of the
country.

That announcement came
after more than a dozen local
attractions, restaurants, hotels

and organizations went through
training with the Florida orga-
nization to become “certified”
autism centers. It’s a project
that Visit High Point — the
city’s nonprofit tourism arm —
has been working on since 2021,

building an itinerary that’s cen-
tered on family attractions like
Q’s Corner, the High Point Mu-
seum and the Nido & Mariana
Qubein Children’s Museum.

“It’s just so amazing to see that
this is coming to fruition,” said

Kerry Magro, an autistic pro-
fessional speaker, author and
consultant who serves on the
International Board of Creden-
tialing’s board.

As of 2020, an estimated 1 out
of every 36 children in the United
States had been diagnosed with
autism spectrum disorder by the
time they were 8 years old, ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

“When you have statistics like
that, all of a sudden it becomes
a business plan really fast,” said
Melody Burnett, the president of
Visit High Point.

****
The story of how and why High

Point tourism leaders sought
certification for the city begins
with the 2021 opening of the Q’s
Corner play place on North Main
Street. Candace Humphrey and
William Hayes, parents of an au-
tistic child, created the indoor
play gym as a business catering
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General manager Brandy Humphrey activates a pad on the wall in the Soft Play Room at Q’s Corner. Children play on padded obstacles and fiber
optic lines in the room.

One of the sensory rooms features fiber optic lights and interactive
color panels at Q’s Corner in High Point. Children can change the colors
of the lights to reflect how they feel by stepping on pads or pushing
buttons on a remote.

Please see AUTISM, Page A4

Find Compassion, Care
& Respect at Harmony

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING

SECURED ASSISTED LIVING

Call 336.355.3287 or visit HarmonyatGreensboro.com to Schedule a Tour.
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