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FROM STAFF REPORTS

A man who was wanted for
a parole violation in McDowell
County was taken into custody
in Burke County.

Scottie Alan Keith Frady, 26,
of Marion, was served with an
outstanding pa-
role violation and
also charged with
trafficking meth-
amphetamine,
possession with
intent to man-
ufacture/sell/
deliver metham-
phetamine, pos-
session of methamphetamine
and possession of a firearm by
a felon, according to a release
from the Burke County Sheriff’s
Office.

Narcotics investigators, the
U.S. Marshals Service Carolinas
Regional Fugitive Task Force
and North Carolina probation
and parole officers all converged
Wednesday to serve a warrant on
Frady at 3056 N.C. 18/U.S. 64,
the release said.

Frady was taken into custody
without incident and investiga-
tors with the sheriff’s office were
granted a search warrant for the
residence, where they found
about 4.7 pounds of metham-
phetamine, two handguns, two
items of body armor and cash,
the release said.

Further investigation led to
the seizure of two more guns
in Rutherford County, where
an AR-style pistol and an M11
sub-machine gun were seized,
the release said. The McDow-
ell County Sheriff’s Office and
Rutherford County Sheriff’s Of-
fice assisted and those guns were
turned over to BCSO.

GINNY RHODES
Special to The McDowell News

A 9-year-old boy is still fight-
ing for his life after being in-
volved in a horrific car accident
at the intersection of Bojangles
and the Five Lane in Marion in
January.

And his father, who was driv-
ing the car that caused the ac-
cident, has been charged in the
incident.

Brandon Pierce Love, 31, of
Kathy Street, Marion, was in-
dicted by a grand jury in March
on one count each of misde-
meanor child abuse, felony child
abuse and aggressive driving.
Five people were injured that
day, including Love’s two young
children and himself.

The indictment states that on
Jan. 3, “being the parent of McK-
enna Love … allowed a substan-
tial risk of physical injury upon
that child than accidental means
by aggressive driving, running
(a) red light, and illegal passing

while failing to ensure the child
was in proper child restraining
resulting in a collision and (the)
child being injured.” The indict-
ment continues to say that Love,
“operate(d) a motor vehicle …
while speeding 70 in a 45 mph
zone … and drove carelessly and
heedlessly in willful or wanton
disregard of the rights and safety
of others in that the defendant,
while speeding, ran through a
red light … and did overtake and
pass another vehicle proceeding
in the same direction … failed to
yield the right-of-way to the ve-

hicle on the right when the two
vehicles approach and entered
an intersection from different
highways at approximately the
same time.”

McKenna, who is 6, was re-
leased from the hospital a week
after the incident, however her
brother Zach, 9, has not been as
fortunate as he remains in criti-
cal condition at Duke University
Hospital in Durham.

For the indictment of felony
child abuse, Love faces charges
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Zach, center, with his siblings, Charles, left, and McKenna. McKenna was also in the accident but didn’t have any serious injuries.

Marion
man faces
gun, drug
charges

MICHAEL LAVENDER
Director of Communications, MTCC

McDowell Technical Commu-
nity College proudly announced
highlights on Tuesday from the
college’s annual graduation held
Friday, May 12, at Nebo Crossing
in Marion. For the second year in
a row, student success set new
records for the Class of 2023.

Recording-breaking
student success

Approximately 293 graduates
completed degrees and other
credentials in 2023 for a total

363 degrees, diplomas and cer-
tificates. Around 68 students will
complete credentials by the end
of the summer 2023 semester for
a total of at least 361 graduates.

These numbers topped last
year’s record-breaking num-
bers by more than 20 students.
Over the previous decade, the
highest total before last year was
246 graduates during the 2018-
19 academic year. From 2012
through 2021, the average class
size was 227.

“We are defying the odds at
McDowell Tech, and students
are graduating at a record pace.

We are making great strides to
prepare students to enter the
workforce or continue at a se-
nior institution,” said Dr. Brian S.
Merritt, MTCC president. “Our
efforts to proactively recruit and
retain students are reaping great
rewards for student success.
With such low unemployment
rates locally, regionally and na-
tionally, we would expect to see
our numbers declining signifi-
cantly. However, that is just the
opposite — students are excel-
ling.”

MTCC celebrates Class of 2023
graduates, record-breaking year
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McDowell Technical Community College held its annual graduation on Friday,
May 12, at Nebo Crossing in Marion. Approximately 293 graduates completed
degrees and other credentials in 2023 for a total 363 degrees, diplomas and
certificates. Around 68 students will complete credentials by the end of the
summer 2023 semester for a total of at least 361 graduates. These numbers
topped last year’s record-breaking numbers by more than 20 students. In
this photo, MTCC President Brian Merritt presents a diploma to one of the
graduates from the Class of 2023.
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