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A federal judge late Friday
night denied a request that
would have allowed a
transgender student at a

Mississippi Coast high school to
wear a dress to receive her di-
ploma at a Saturday graduation
ceremony.
Judge Taylor McNeel issued

the ruling after hearing hours of
testimony from the Harrison
Central High student, the super-

intendent of the Harrison Coun-
ty School District and others in
federal court in Gulfport.
The emergency injunction

hearing was scheduled for Fri-
day after the ACLU on Thursday
filed a lawsuit in U.S. District
Court asking a judge to allow

the Harrison High student to
allow her to dress as she wished
instead of being forced to wear
boy’s clothes and shoes.
The ACLU filed the lawsuit on

behalf of L.B. and her parents,
Samantha and Henry Brown.
ACLU attorneys McKenna E.

Raney-Gray, Joshua F. Tom and
Linda S. Morris are representing
the student and her family.
Harrison County School Dis-

trict, the school board, Superin-
tendent Mitchell King and Har-
rison Central High Principal
Kelly Fuller are named as defen-
dants in the complaint.
L.B., her mother, and King

testified Friday.
L.B. said she learned the

School District wouldn’t allow
her to wear a dress to the cere-
mony on May 9 during a meet-

Judge: School can stop trans teen
from wearing dress at graduation
BY MARGARET BAKER
mbbaker@sunherald.com

SEE DRESS, 4A

The street is Scenic Drive in
Pass Christian. The Mississippi
Sound provides the scenery to
the south of Scenic Drive. But to
the north, the waterfront vies
for attention with mansions,
historic cottages and Live oaks.
The Sun Herald’s list of pri-

ciest homes on the Coast is not

The most expensive houses on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast are,
naturally, on or near water, but
in Harrison County, they’re also
concentrated on one street.

definitive. We gathered from
the tax assessors in the three
Mississippi Coast counties the
single-family homes with the
highest assessed values.
Assessed values determined

through a mass appraisal pro-
cess are used to set tax rates and
are generally lower than ap-

praised market values.
Four of the houses are owned

by doctors, while others are
owned by a real estate developer,
founder of a Louisiana oil and gas
exploration company and a trust
in the name of a deceased owner
of skilled nursing centers. Some
of the houses are visible from the
street and others are tucked be-
hind locked gates.
Listed below are the top prop-

erties in each Coast county, their
owners, locations and assessed
values, from highest to lowest.
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A house on Scenic Drive in Pass Christian on May 16, 2023. The house is one of the most expensive in Harrison County, according to tax
assessments.

List: Most expensive homes
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast
BY ANITA LEE
calee@sunherald.com

SEE HOMES, 5A

A Chancery Court judge has
permanently closed The Scratch
Kitchen in downtown Ocean
Springs, scene of a mass
shooting May 5, finding its con-
tinued operation presents a
danger to the city.
Judge Neil Harris ruled at the

end of a hearing Friday that the
potential injury to Ocean
Springs outweighs the damage
the business owner, Brittany
Alexander, will face from having
to close.
Harris’ ruling followed a day

of testimony from
the city, with no
witnesses pre-
sented by Alexan-
der, whom the
city instead called
to the stand.
The attorney

for Ocean
Springs, Robert

Wilkinson, called city witnesses
who described talking to Alex-
ander on multiple occasions
about controlling the size of her
crowds.
Crowds exceeded occupancy

limits during parties hosted by
DJs on the weekends at the
Government Street business,

according to testimony given in
court on Friday.
Testimony also indicated guns

were present and marijuana was
being smoked in The Scratch
Kitchen the night of the shoot-
ing, when 19-year-old Chayse
Harmon lost his life and six
others were injured, including
the suspected shooter.
During closing arguments,

Wilkinson, implored Judge Neil
Harris to permanently close the
business.
“Seven people shot inside the

scratch kitchen,” Wilkinson
said. “Seven people. By the

Judge permanently closes Scratch
Kitchen after mass shooting
BY ANITA LEE
calee@sunherald.com

SEE SCRATCH KITCHEN, 6A

Brittany
Alexander
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The mother and maternal grandparents of the young man,
19-year-old Chayse Harmon, shot dead at The Scratch Kitchen
attended a hearing Friday about whether to close the Ocean Springs
business. From right are mom Kimberly Harmon and her parents,
Lena and Michael Harmon Sr., all of Moss Point.

A St. Martin man has been
identified as the man who
was shot and killed Thursday
by a Harrison County Board
of Supervisors’ patrol officer.
Cody Mercer, 30, died of

multiple gunshot wounds at
the shooting scene in a wood-
ed area not far from a two-car
crash near Highway 67 and
Shriner’s Boulevard, Harrison
County Deputy Coroner Art
DeBorger said.
The shooting occurred

around 4 p.m..
Mercer had been shot in

the leg and chest area. An
autopsy is expected as early
as later today.
Mercer, Deborger said, was

first shot in the leg, then
ripped off his shorts and un-
derpants, and charged after
the Mississippi Coast officer
again, resulting in additional
gunshot wounds.
“My understanding is the

officer fired seven rounds,
and at least four made con-
tact,” DeBorger said. He
added that an autopsy would
be performed to determine
the number of wounds.
The patrol officer works in

District One in Harrison
County Supervisor Beverly
Martin’s district.
The Mississippi Bureau of

Investigation is doing an

Man killed
in shooting
by county
patrol
officer is
identified
BY MARGARET BAKER
mbbaker@sunherald.com

SEE SHOOTING, 5A


