
Countless people walked 
among displays Saturday 
at the Museum of Missouri 
Military History.

And hundreds more are 
expected to visit today, the 
final day of the museum’s 
eighth annual open house.

The museum is located 
at the Ike Skelton Training 
Site, 2405 Logistics Road, in 
Jefferson City. Its exhibits 
range in dates from the Rev-

Some of the most memorable 
moments of the Missouri legislative 
session revolve around impassioned 
debates and party rivalry. Yet legis-
lators work closely for months, and 
each year also brings light-heart-
ed moments of camaraderie and 
humor.

While covering the legislative ses-
sion, the News Tribune assembled 
a list of “light-hearted moments” 
in the Legislature from committee 
meetings and floor sessions featur-
ing some of the moments that may 
not make it into the newspaper.

Some are humorous, some are 
heart-warming, and some are just … 
a little odd.

Here are our favorites:

Jan. 23
The representative from Howell

The legislative chambers are 
home to several time-honored tra-
ditions. Among them— letting out a 
collective howl each time the Speak-
er of the House calls on the repre-
sentative from Howell County.

Jan. 25
New vocabulary

Committee hearings provide a 
space for legislators to hear from 
constituents and organizations that 
provide input and information to 
help them make better decisions. 
Testimony can also serve to educate 
legislators.

As the House budget subcom-
mittee on education wound down 
its evening after seven long hours of 
testimony on education budget pro-

posals, Becky Davis, executive direc-
tor at the Missouri Commission for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, rose 
to answer questions on a proposal to 
provide hearing aids to low-income 
Missourians.

Davis provided information 
about the program via a sign lan-
guage interpreter for the committee. 
One representative then asked Davis 
if she would be willing to show her 
how to say “representative” in sign 
language.

Davis walked her through the 
motions, and the rest of the com-
mittee joined in to learn a new word.

Feb. 13
A personal victory

Legislators often take time on 
the floor to recognize special guests 

A workplace safety program 
remedied more than 6,200 haz-
ards and saved small businesses 
in Missouri a projected $26.7 
million in federal fines over the 
past two years.

The Safety and Health 
Achievement Recognition Pro-
gram, or SHARP, encourag-
es employers to develop and 
maintain systems for managing 
workplace safety and health. 
In exchange, the business is 
exempt from inspections con-
ducted by the federal Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Admin-
istration, or OSHA, for up to 
three years.

Thirty-one businesses are 
involved.

“That’s 31 out of 120,000 
small businesses in the state 
of Missouri,” SHARP manager 
Daniel Stark said, later adding: 
“I wish (Missouri businesses) 
would have a little more interest 
in it.”

The Missouri Department of 
Labor and Industrial Relations 
recorded 48 workplace deaths 
and 29,605 injuries in the first 
four months of 2023. The state 
agency reported 108 workplace 
fatalities and 91,668 injuries in 
2022, and 142 deaths and 91,808 
injuries in 2021.

Most private sector workers 
in the state are subject to OSHA 
regulations while state and local 
government workers are not.

With the first change to 
downtown parking of his admin-
istration in the books, Mayor 
Ron Fitzwater said there’s plenty 
of work yet to do.

The City Council approved 
a moratorium on enforcement 
for timed, non-metered parking 
spaces May 1 at the tail end 
of its meeting. The pause was 
be in place through the coun-
cil’s June 5 meeting, although 
members said they could con-
sider extending it depending 
on how the next month went. 
The pause, which was proposed 
by Councilman Scott Spencer, 
passed with one opposing vote 
despite concerns that down-
town businesses affected by the 
change had not been engaged 
prior to the vote.

The council ended the mora-
torium Monday night after pass-
ing a change to city code, which 
removed Saturday enforcement 
from metered and unmetered 
parking space regulations, keep-
ing enforcement on the table 
from Monday through Friday. 
Council members said the exist-
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■ WATERCOOLER
Australian police use Taser on 95-year-old with dementia

Police shocked a 95-year-old woman with a stun gun as she approached them using a walker and carrying a 
steak knife in an Australian nursing home, sending her to the hospital in critical condition.

The extraordinary police takedown of Clare Nowland, who has dementia, on Wednesday prompted a high-level 
police internal investigation. It also has sparked debate about how New South Wales state police use stun guns, 
which are widely known as Tasers after a major manufacturer. They are a less lethal option than firearms but have 
occasionally proved more dangerous than other policing options.

Police said Nowland received her injuries from striking her head on the floor, rather than directly from the stun 
gun’s debilitating electric shock.

Two police officers went to a nursing home in the town of Cooma that specializes in residents with higher care 
needs including dementia, after staff reported Nowland had taken a serrated steak knife from the kitchen. Police 
Assistant Commissioner Peter Cotter declined to say whether he thought a police officer with 12 years’ experi-
ence used excessive force by firing a stun gun at Nowland, who is 5 feet, 2 inches tall and weighs 95 pounds.

Cotter said police engaged in “negotiations” with Nowland for several minutes and used the stun gun when 
she approached the doorway where the officers were standing.
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Rep. Jamie Gragg, R-Ozark, talks with Rep. Brad Hudson, R-Cape Fair, as he 
presides as House Speaker. While legislators often argue, they also experience 
lighter moments as they work closely over the course of several months.
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2023 legislative session 
produced light-hearted moments
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ABOVE: Alec Schmiemeier tells people Saturday morning about the equipment used by the Germans while 
fighting in World War I during the Museum of Missouri Military History’s eighth annual open house. BELOW: 
Billy Bates, who served in the Missouri National Guard for 20 years, tells Joah Lehmen about some of the 
equipment used in the Gulf War during the open house.
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