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Jim Gastineau has made it a point to
relish his twin daughters’ senior year.

Gastineau took a months-long sab-
batical from his postal service career
to watch Ava High School multi-sport
standouts Olivia and Lexie Gastineau
team up for a fi�nal time before heading
to their respective colleges.

Olivia, who suff�ered a season-end-
ing knee injury in December, is headed
to Springfi�eld to play basketball at
Baptist Bible College. Lexie is going the
junior college route, pursuing a soft-
ball scholarship at Missouri State-
West Plains.

Their father has been present for
most of their milestones, including
Ava’s run to the Class 2 state softball
semifi�nals that commence Monday at 

Ava twins’
dad missed
their birth,
but not their
graduation
Ryan Collingwood
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

Jim Gastineau, middle, will witness
twin daughters Olivia and Lexie
Gastineau graduate on Sunday at Ava
High School. He missed their birth
because his military unit was
stationed in Iraq in 2005.
PHOTO PROVIDED 
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In a joint release, the Missouri NAACP
and its Springfi�eld chapter have called on
the state to review why a Glendale High
School math teacher and coach was al-
lowed to resign — rather than face dis-
ciplinary measures — after repeatedly
using a racial slur for Black people during
class.

The NAACP also demanded that the
suspension imposed on the student who
shot smartphone video of the May 9 in-
cident be wiped from her school record.

The teacher, hired by the district in
August 2008, repeatedly said the racial
slur during a conversation with students
in his geometry class. Two of the utter-
ances were caught on a short video shot
by sophomore Mary Walton, who was
given a three-day out-of-school suspen-
sion for “inappropriate use of electronic
devices.”

Nimrod Chapel, Jr., president of the
Missouri State Conference of the NAACP,
said it appears the only person who was
disciplined was the student.

“No student should bear the burden of
enduring racial slurs and the subsequent
trauma caused by such incidents in the

classroom. If this brave student, Mary
Walton, had not captured this unlawful
and abhorrent conduct, we would not be
discussing the hate she endured today,”
said Chapel, in the release. “We join the
family in calling for a public apology to be
issued to Ms. Walton, and acknowledge-
ment of the harm caused in punishing
the one person who sought to expose the
teacher’s conduct.”

Natalie Hull, a Chillicothe attorney
who represents Walton, issued a state-
ment Sunday calling for Springfi�eld Pub-
lic Schools to lift the suspension and
wipe the student’s record.

“We appreciate the support of the

NAACP in our request for the Springfi�eld
Public Schools to apologize to Mary and
expunge the suspension she received af-
ter she took video of her teacher using a
vile racial slur. We support their sugges-
tion that students of the school should
be off�ered trauma counseling after the
experience they endured in that class-
room. Imagine having to hear that word
hurled at you numerous times and being
unable to leave the room. That is what
these children endured,” Hull said Friday.

“Mary has returned to school and was
happy to do so. Things have gone well 

NAACP seeks review of racial slur incident, apology to suspended teen
Claudette Riley
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK

See NAACP, Page 2A

mostly using Jasper to write business
letters, emails and social media posts.

Within the last three to four weeks,
Bowman has started using Jasper and
OpenAI’s ChatGPT for larger tasks, like
developing chapter headlines and even
writing fi�rst drafts of chapters for his
book.

“What I put in there is, ‘Help me write
chapter one, draw in some quotes and
examples from Gary Vee, from Patrick
Lencioni,’” Bowman said about using
the software. “I listed these things that I
want it to help me have input from. It
starts writing the chapter and ... it’s ac-

A Springfi�eld business owner is tak-
ing the implementation of artifi�cial in-
telligence in the workspace to the next
level, using AI software to help him
write his fi�rst book.

Noble Bowman, founder and owner
of Noble Business Strategies, is a life
coach for small business owners and ex-
ecutives. Bowman said he has had an
interest in writing a type of entrepre-
neur handbook but putting pen to paper
has always been a struggle for him.

Last year, Bowman began using Jas-
per, an AI copywriting software, and
even attended a course off�ered by the
company, “How to Write a Book in 7
Days with AI.” At the time, Bowman was

tually pulling quotes in to assist in
writing.” Vee and Lencioni are two
world-renowned entrepreneurs.

Once the AI is done writing, Bow-
man said he goes back in and adds his
own anecdotes to personalize the text.
But soon, he hopes AI can even do that.

Jasper Brand Voice is a new edition
of the software that “teaches” the AI to
write in a brand’s style or “voice.” Us-
ers can tell the software about their
brand’s core values and upload impor-
tant brand documents and associated
websites. The AI then scans through
this inputted data to pick up on a tonal
style. Bowman said he has started
uploading documents to Jasper for it
to learn more about how he would
write a book, in his style.

‘AI could help free us’

MSU Computer Science Assistant Professor Siming Liu demonstrates reinforcement learning, a process used to train
artifi�cial intelligence models, using the Flappy Bird game on Tuesday. NATHAN PAPES/SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER

Springfi�eld businesses explain how they’re bringing AI into their work

Greta Cross
Springfield News-Leader
USA TODAY NETWORK
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More inside

What you need to know about what AI
is, and how it works. 7B
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