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Today
• Museum Annual Open House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Muse-

um of Missouri Military History, Jefferson City.
• Rose Park Brunch: Drag Edition, 11 a.m., Rose Park, 

Columbia.
• Early Blues with Cherry and Jerry, 2-4 p.m., Missouri 

River Regional Library, Jefferson City.
• Molly Tuttle and Golden Highway, 8 p.m., The Blue 

Note, Columbia.
• Maplewood Barn Theatre presents “The Odd Cou-

ple,” 8 p.m., Nifong Park, Columbia.

Monday
• Red Cross Blood Drive, 2-6 p.m., Jefferson City Elks 

Lodge, Jefferson City. Make appointments at redcross-

blood.org or 800-RED-CROSS.

• Public Outreach Meeting on Missouri River Flood 

Resiliency, 5-7:30 p.m., Lewis and Clark State Office Build-

ing conference center, Jefferson City.

• Lifelong Learning Resources, 7-8:30 p.m., Columbia 

Public Library, Columbia.

CA
LE

N
DA

R

HIGH: 79
LOW: 51
SKIES: Mostly Sunny

TODAY’S FORECAST

VOLUME 147, NUMBER 141 

WWW.FULTONSUN.COM

SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2023

www.fultonsun.com • Find us on Twitter @fultonsun • facebook.com/fultonsun

Send your events to news@fultonsun.com.

Today
• Veterans’ Coffee Talk, 9-10:30 a.m., Disabled American Veter-

ans Post 17, Jefferson City.
• Talking Horse Productions, 10-10:45 a.m., Columbia Public 

Library, Columbia.
• Ten Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s (virtual), noon-1 p.m., Daniel 

Boone Regional Library. Register at events.dbrl.org.

• Lobby Book Sale, noon-3 p.m., Columbia Public Library, Colum-
bia.

• Modeling 3D Prints with Tinkercad, 6-7:30 p.m., Missouri River 
Regional Library, Jefferson City. Register at mrrl.org.

• Columbia’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, 6:30-8 p.m., 
Columbia Public Library, Columbia.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon and Alateen (separate meet-
ings), 7 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church (back rectory door), 
Jefferson City.

• Online Author Talk With Jena Friedman, 7-8 p.m., Daniel Boone 
Regional Library. Register at events.dbrl.org.

• Larry June: Larry’s Market Run 2023, 8 p.m., The Blue Note, 
Columbia.

Thursday
• Brick District Association Board meeting, 8-9 a.m., Brick District 

Playhouse, 613 Court St.
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Photo courtesy of Missouri Department of Conservation
Clayton Graham (left) and hunting mentor John Eisenbath pose with a turkey after the pair participated in a managed hunt in early May at August A. Busch 
Shooting Range in St. Charles. MDC reports hunters harvested 44,543 turkeys during the 2023 spring season.

Spring hunters bag most 
turkeys since 2016

By Ryan Pivoney
rpivoney@newstribune.com

Callaway County was one of the best areas in the 
state for spring turkey hunting.

Hunters bagged approximately 850 birds in 
Callaway County. The county was surpassed by 
only Osage and Franklin counties, where approx-
imately 863 and 1,043 turkeys were taken, respec-
tively. Hunters harvested a total of 44,543 turkeys 
throughout the state, according to preliminary 
data from the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion.

Turkey hunting is split into fall and spring sea-
sons, with the spring season consisting of a two-
day youth hunt and a three-week firearms and 
archery hunt. The youth hunt this year was April 
1-2 and the rest of the spring season ran from April 
17-May 7.

Hunters can harvest one turkey during the 
youth portion and first week of the spring hunting 
season. If they don’t harvest one then, hunters can 
bag up to two turkeys during the last two weeks of 
the season.

Of the 44,543 turkeys harvested this year, 36,821 

were adult gobblers, 7,308 were juvenile gobblers 
and 414 were bearded hens.

Youth hunters ages 6-15 bagged 2,566 of the tur-
keys, including 1,997 adult gobblers, 543 juvenile 
gobblers and 26 bearded hens. Osage County led 
the state in youth harvest numbers with 71, fol-
lowed by Miller County with 65 and Texas County 
with 64.

The more than 44,500 turkeys harvested this 
year is the largest total since 2016.

Approximately 36,253 turkeys were harvested 
last year — 33,359 by hunters during the regular 
season and 2,894 by youth hunters.

The 2023 harvest was 23 percent higher than last 
year and 19 percent higher than the state’s average 
over the past five years, MDC wild turkey biologist 
Nick Oakley said.

“Stable, though still lower than the ideal, hatch-
es each of the past three years and excellent spring 
turkey hunting weather likely contributed to this 
year’s higher harvest total,” Oakley said in a news 
release.

MDC observed more than 70,000 wild turkeys 
in 2022 during its annual survey, which runs from 
June to August each year. The statewide poult-to-

hen ratio, or number of baby turkeys with their 
mothers, was one.

The ratio is consistent from 2020 and 2021 and 
9 percent greater than the average over the past 
five years, but 14 percent lower than Missouri’s 
10-year average and 21 percent lower than the 
state’s 20-year average, according to MDC’s 2022 
wild turkey brood survey results.

A ratio of two poults per hen is considered 
enough to sustain turkey populations, according 
to the National Wild Turkey Federation, while a 
ratio of three poults per hen or higher indicates a 
growing population.

Some experienced hunters in the state have 
blamed MDC rules and regulations for the wild 
turkey population slump.

According to MDC’s survey results, wild turkey 
production appears to be increasing in south-cen-
tral Missouri, the Bootheel and northeast corner 
of the state compared to averages over the past five 
years. Production appears to be lower elsewhere 
in the state.

Callaway County was included in a region with 
increased wild turkey production in 2022.

What is Title 42 and how has US used it to curb migration?
By Rebecca Santana 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — This week marks the end 
of coronavirus restrictions on asylum that have 
allowed the U.S. to quickly expel migrants at the 
southern border for the last three years.

The restrictions are often referred to as Title 42, 
because the authority comes from Title 42 of a 

1944 public health law that allows curbs on migra-
tion in the name of protecting public health.

The end of Title 42’s use has raised questions 
about what will happen with migration at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The Biden administration is 
preparing for an increase in migrants.

A look at what Title 42 is and why it matters:

HOW DID IT START?

In March 2020, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued an order limiting 
migration, saying it was necessary to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. Schools and businesses were 
closing their doors and hospitals were filling with 
patients. President Donald Trump was looking 
for ways to curtail immigration — his signature  

Callaway Chamber 
hosts May community 

update
By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

The Callaway Chamber of Commerce hosted the May 
Callaway County community update, allowing local lead-
ers to give updates on upcoming projects.

Sarah Wisdom, New Bloomfield superintendent, said 
the district is focusing on finishing the current school year 
while also preparing to hire teachers for next year.

She said the last day in session is May 26, with gradua-
tion taking place the same evening.

The district has one golfer going to state competition, 
and 10 track athletes are competing in sectionals this 
week.

The students are also currently taking Missouri Assess-
ment Program (MAP) assessments and End-of-Course 
(EOC) assessments, Wisdom added.

Amanda Miles, coordinator of school and communi-
ty programs for Fulton Public Schools, said the district is 
also trying to finish the year strong.

She said the district will host a senior showcase next 
week to highlight work completed by the senior students. 
The details on the event are being finalized.

A ribbon cutting and open house event will take place 
for Fulton High School on May 20 at 10 a.m. This ceremo-
ny will take place outside the new front entrance to the 
school.

Jeremy Moreland, William Woods University presi-
dent, said the recent commencement ceremonies went 
very well. He said 464 students graduated from the uni-
versity this year.

“We’re also very excited to be announcing the univer-
sity’s first ever Ph.D. program, really the county’s first ever 
Ph.D. program. So we’re very excited about that,” More-
land said.

He also teased some “exciting” announcements for this 
summer and fall.

Clay Chism, Callaway County Sheriff, said the Callaway 
County Sheriff’s Office has handled just over 7,800 calls 
for service so far in 2023.

The new Callaway County Jail has booked 652 arrested 
subjects.

The old jail is in the process of being renovated into 
offices, Chism said.

He added they are probably “a couple months” away 
from the renovations being completed.

Renee Tyler, director of administration with the City of 
Fulton, said the 2nd Street bridge project is continuing 
onward.

That project is expected to be completed in mid-June.
Yesterday, the air conditioning unit at Fulton City Hall 

was replaced.
Five new recruits were sworn-in on Monday to the Ful-

ton Police Department, Tyler added.
Brandon Ruediger, city administrator for Holts Sum-

mit, said he attended a Missouri Department of Transpor-
tation (MoDOT) meeting last week about the roundabout 
that will be installed in Holts Summit. The roundabout 
will be located at the exit of U.S. Highway 54, State Route 
OO or Simon Boulevard.

Construction on this project is scheduled to begin May 
22. Once the project begins, 30 days are allowed to com-
plete it.

Holts Summit also recently hired some new police offi-
cers, Ruediger added.

Hyundai and Kia thefts 
keep rising despite 

security fix
By The Associated Press

Nearly three months ago, Hyundai and Kia unveiled 
software that was designed to thwart an epidemic of 
thefts of their vehicles, caused by a security flaw that was 
exposed on TikTok and other social media sites.

So far, it hasn’t solved the problem. Across the country, 
thieves are still driving off with the vehicles at an alarming 
rate.

Data from seven U.S. cities gathered by The Associated 
Press shows that the number of Hyundai and Kia thefts 
is still growing despite the companies’ efforts to fix the 
glitch, which makes 8.3 million vehicles relatively easy 
targets for thieves.

From Minneapolis, Cleveland and St. Louis to New 
York, Seattle, Atlanta and Grand Rapids, Michigan, police 
have reported substantial year-over-year increases in 
Hyundai and Kia theft reports through April. An eighth 
city, Denver, which was hit early by the theft outbreak, 
reported a 23% decline from 2022 levels but still endured 
a high number of thefts.

So far this year, Minneapolis police have received 1,899 
Kia and Hyundai theft reports, nearly 18 times the num-
ber for the same period in 2022.

“The scope of the problem is only expanding and is 
exponentially worse than it has been in the past,” Brian 
O’Hara, the police chief of Minneapolis, said in an email. 
“We have some weeks where nearly as many Kias and 
Hyundais are stolen in a week as had previously been sto-
len in a year.”

See Title on Page 2 See Theft on Page 2

State looks to grow workplace safety program
By Ryan Pivoney
rpivoney@newstribune.com

A workplace safety program remedied 
more than 6,200 hazards and saved small 
businesses in Missouri a projected $26.7 
million in federal fines over the past two 
years.

The Safety and Health Achievement 
Recognition Program, or SHARP, encour-
ages employers to develop and maintain 
systems for managing workplace safety 
and health. In exchange, the business 
is exempt from inspections conducted 
by the federal Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, or OSHA, for up to 
three years.

Thirty-one businesses are involved.
“That’s 31 out of 120,000 small business-

es in the state of Missouri,” SHARP manag-
er Daniel Stark said, later adding: “I wish 
(Missouri businesses) would have a little 
more interest in it.”

The Missouri Department of Labor and 
Industrial Relations recorded 48 work-
place deaths and 29,605 injuries in the 
first four months of 2023. The state agen-
cy reported 108 workplace fatalities and 
91,668 injuries in 2022, and 142 deaths and 

91,808 injuries in 2021.
Most private sector workers in the state 

are subject to OSHA regulations while 
state and local government workers are 
not.

Starting in the early 1980s, OSHA began 
looking for ways to reduce workplace inju-
ry and illness in addition to performing 
inspections and generating fines, Stark 
said. It piloted a program that provided 
inspection exemptions for businesses that 
established safety and health manage-
ment systems in consultation with state 
regulators.

“The program proved to be a success 
and in 1992 they changed the name of 
the pilot program to the Safety and Health 
Achievement Recognition Program, or 
SHARP,” Stark said.

The program is limited to businesses 
with no more than 250 on-site employees 
and no more than 500 total employees 
nationwide. Stark said small businesses 
don’t typically hire an on-site safety direc-
tor or have resources to implement safety 
and health management systems.

If invited by an employer, Stark’s team 
of a dozen consultants helps them comply 
with OSHA regulations and develop safe-

ty and health management systems. That 
has led to some interest in SHARP, he said, 
because the business can be exempt from 
OSHA inspections for up to three years 
while they perfect their management sys-
tems.

Electric hazards, container labeling and 
hazards that may cause worker amputa-
tions or cuts are some of what Stark and 
his team look for, he said.

Businesses often see the immediate 
benefits of reducing workplace hazards 
but get bogged down with the introduc-
tion of new management principles and 
practices, Stark said.

“There’s a lot of paperwork with that 
and a lot of documentation so they may 
have some reservations initially about that 
process,” he said.

Maintaining injury and illness rates 
below the national average and having a 
safety and health management system in 
place are the primary requirements for 
participation in SHARP. Businesses that 
fall below the national average for their 
industry or receive a poor score from 
the state on their management system 
become ineligible.

“Currently we have 31, but every so often 

a company will not be quite meeting their 
obligations as far as the safety and health 
management system goes or their injury 
and illness rates are too high and they may 
have to duck out of the program for just a 
little bit,” Stark said. “But usually we try to 
work with them to get them back to where 
they need to be to get back in the program 
so that number kind of fluctuates.”

At least one or two businesses typically 
participate in the agency’s 18-month Pre-
SHARP program aimed at getting busi-
nesses to lower injury and illness rates to 
reach SHARP status. None currently are, 
Stark said.

Stark said he “absolutely” wants the 
number of SHARP businesses to increase 
because reducing on-the-job injury and 
illness means fewer people getting hurt 
and less money being paid out for workers 
compensation.

“The more SHARPs you have, the 
more companies have safety and health 
management systems,” he said. “And that 
approach of a safety and health manage-
ment system has been proven to be effec-
tive in decreasing injuries and illnesses.”

“It’s truly an elite group of employers 
that get into SHARP,” he added.

Mother of 8-year-old girl who died in Border Patrol 
custody says pleas for hospital care were denied

By The Associated Press

McALLEN, Texas — The mother of an 8-year-old girl 
who died in Border Patrol custody said Friday that agents 
repeatedly ignored pleas to hospitalize her medically 
fragile daughter as she felt pain in her bones, struggled to 
breathe and was unable to walk.

Agents said her daughter’s diagnosis of influenza did 
not require hospital care, Mabel Alvarez Benedicks said 
in an emotional phone interview. They knew the girl had a 
history of heart problems and sickle cell anemia.

“They killed my daughter, because she was nearly a day 
and a half without being able to breathe,” the mother said. 
“She cried and begged for her life and they ignored her. 
They didn’t do anything for her.

The girl died Wednesday on what her mother said was 
the family’s ninth day in Border Patrol custody. People are 
to be held no more than 72 hours under agency policy, a 
rule that is violated during unusually busy times.

The account is almost certain to raise questions about 
whether the Border Patrol properly handled the situa-
tion, the second child migrant death in two weeks in U.S. 
government custody after a rush of illegal border crossing 
severely strained holding facilities.

Roderick Kise, a spokesperson for the Border Patrol’s 
parent agency, Customs and Border Protection, said he 
could not comment beyond an initial statement because 
the death was the subject of an open investigation. In that 
statement, CBP said the girl experienced “a medical emer-
gency” at a station in Harlingen, Texas, and died later that 
day at a hospital.

“No parent should have to beg for their child to get basic 
medical attention and be forced to watch as their child’s 

health worsens to the point where they cannot be saved,” 
Jennifer Nagda, chief programs officer at the nonprofit 
Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights, said in a 
statement Saturday.

Nagda urged the Biden administration to create “wel-
coming centers” at the border where immigration officials 
can process asylum-seeking families with children while 
non-governmental groups can offer food, clothing and 
medical care.

“The only way to stop these preventable deaths is to 
stop jailing families. To stop jailing children,” Nagda said.

Alvarez Benedicks, 35, said she, her husband and three 
children, aged 14, 12 and 8, crossed the border to Browns-
ville, Texas, on May 9. After a doctor diagnosed the 8-year-
old, Anadith Tanay Reyes Alvarez, with influenza, the 
family was sent to the Harlingen station on May 14. It was 
unclear why the family was held so long.

Anadith woke up her first day in the Harlingen station 
with a fever and had a headache, according to her mother, 
who said the station was dusty and smelled of urine.

When she reported her daughter’s bone pain to an 
agent, she said he responded, “‘Oh, your daughter is grow-
ing up. That’s why her bones hurt. Give her water.’”

“I just looked at him,” Alvarez Benedicks said. “How 
would he know what to do if he’s not a doctor?”

She said a doctor told her the pain was related to influ-
enza. She asked for an ambulance to take her daughter to 
the hospital for breathing difficulties but was denied.

“I felt like they didn’t believe me,” she said.
Anadith received saline fluids, a shower and fever med-

ication to reduce her temperature, but her breathing prob-
lems persisted, her mother said, adding that a sore throat 
prevented her from eating and she stopped walking.

At one point, a doctor asked the parents to return if Ana-

dith fainted, Alvarez Benedicks said. Their request for an 
ambulance was denied again when her blood pressure 
was checked Wednesday.

An ambulance was called later that day after Anadith 
went limp and unconscious and blood came out of her 
mouth, her mother said. She insists her daughter had no 
vital signs in the Border Patrol station before leaving for 
the hospital.

The family is staying at a McAllen, Texas, migrant shel-
ter and seeking money to bring their daughter’s remains 
to New York City, their final destination in the U.S.

Anadith, whose parents are Honduran, was born in 
Panama with congenital heart disease. She received sur-
gery three years ago that her mother characterized as 
successful. It inspired Anadith to want to become a doctor.

Her death came a week after a 17-year-old Honduran 
boy, Ángel Eduardo Maradiaga Espinoza, died in U.S. 
Health and Human Services Department custody. He was 
traveling alone.

A rush to the border before pandemic-related asylum 
limits known as Title 42 expired brought extraordinary 
pressure. The Border Patrol took an average of 10,100 
people a into custody a day over four days last week, com-
pared to a daily average of 5,200 in March.

The Border Patrol had 28,717 people in custody on May 
10, one day before pandemic asylum restrictions expired, 
which was double from two weeks earlier, according to a 
court filing. By Sunday, the custody count dropped 23% to 
22,259, still historically high.

Custody capacity is about 17,000, according to a gov-
ernment document last year, and the administration has 
been adding temporary giant tents like one in San Diego 
that opened in January with room for about 500 people.

Associated Press
Migrants wait in line adjacent to the border fence under the watch of the Texas National Guard to enter into El Paso, Texas.

Victims of deadly 
Oregon highway crash 
were farmworkers, 
union says
By The Associated Press

ALBANY, Ore. — The victims of one of Ore-
gon’s deadliest highway crashes were farm-
workers traveling in a van at an hour when 
agricultural laborers typically commute home 
after toiling in the harvest, the state’s farm-
workers union and Mexican officials said.

Authorities have not yet released the names 
of the seven who died or the four who were 
injured when a semitruck ran off Interstate 5 
on Thursday and slammed into the van as it 
was parked on the roadside near Albany, in an 
agricultural area of the Willamette Valley.

But the union, the Woodburn-based PCUN, 
said in a statement late Friday that the 11 peo-
ple in the vehicle were farmworkers and that it 
has been in contact with some of their families 
to support them. It also offered condolences to 
those affected by the tragedy.

“At this time, families are asking for safer 
roads for workers commuting after a hard 
day’s work,” Reyna Lopez, the union’s execu-
tive director, was quoted as saying.

The Mexican Consulate in Portland also said 
that the victims were farmworkers in a state-
ment in Spanish that it posted on Facebook 
and Twitter.

“According to information provided by the 
office of the Oregon State Police, seven dead 
were reported in the … accident and four peo-
ple injured, all of them apparently agricultural 
workers of Mexican nationality,” the statement 
said.

The consul traveled to a hospital in Salem, 
the state capital, to offer assistance to the 
injured, who had been taken there for “urgent 
medical attention,” it said.

The consulate also said it was in close com-
munication with law enforcement and trying 
to locate family members of the deceased. It 
urged relatives of those killed or hospitalized 
to call the consulate.

The driver of the semitruck that rammed 
into the van, Lincoln Clayton Smith, 52, of 
North Highlands, California, was arrested 
Friday on suspicion of manslaughter, driving 
under the influence of intoxicants, reckless 
driving and assault, police said. He was being 
held without bail in Marion County Jail.

It wasn’t clear whether Smith’s case had 
been assigned to the state public defender’s 
office or a specific attorney. The office didn’t 
immediately respond to a message asking 
about that, and a lawyer whose name appears 
in court documents said she had not formally 
been assigned the case and could not com-
ment.

At Smith’s arraignment, a district attorney 
said he had refused a field sobriety test and 
was unable to focus and answer basic ques-
tions, the Salem Statesman Journal reported. 
The prosecutor also said Smith acknowledged 
taking “speed” the day before the crash and 
was in possession of methamphetamine, 
according to the paper.

The DA said witnesses reported the truck 
had been weaving on and off the road as it 
traveled in the northbound lanes Thursday 
afternoon before it plowed into the van with-
out braking first, according to the Statesman 
Journal.

The van was then pushed into the back of 
another truck parked in front of it, Oregon 
State Police said.

All the victims were passengers in the van. 
Six died at the scene and one more died after 
being airlifted to a hospital, according to Ore-
gon State Police. Information on the condition 
of the four injured has not been made public.

Bodies were seen covered in plastic in a 
nearby field after the crash, the Albany Dem-
ocrat-Herald reported.

The crash is one of the deadliest in Oregon 
in recent years.

A head-on collision on a remote road in Har-
ney County in eastern Oregon in August 2018 
killed a family of seven, including five young 
children. Eight people died in total.

In December 2012, nine people died after a 
tour bus careened on an icy Interstate 84 and 
crashed through a guardrail, plunging several 
hundred feet down a steep embankment. The 
bus was carrying about 40 people when the 
accident occurred in an area near Pendleton 
called Deadman Pass.

Another crash in 1988, also near Albany on 
I-5, killed 7 people and injured 37 more. Two 
infants were among those killed in the fiery 
23-vehicle pileup.

Albany lies between Salem and Eugene and 
is about 70 miles (113 kilometers) south of 
Portland. I-5 is the main north-south interstate 
highway on the West Coast.


