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 Minnesota bids to become 
key player with N. Dakota 
in its “clean” production.

By MIKE HUGHLETT  
mike.hughlett@startribune.com

 
 The allure of “clean” hydro-

gen as a climate change rem-
edy is so potent that Congress 
ponied up $8 billion for it.

Xcel Energy and the state 
of Minnesota want a chunk 
of that money. They are team-
ing up with North Dakota and 
other partners in the proposed 
“Heartland H2 Hub,” which 
would turn the two states into 
a hive of hydrogen production.

The U.S. Department of 
Energy  this year is expected to 
name up to 10 clean “hydrogen 
hubs,” bestowing up to $1.25 
billion on each project.

“What this is about is creat-
ing a new hydrogen economy,” 
said Brian Ross,  vice presi-
dent of renewable energy at 
the Minneapolis-based Great 
Plains Institute,  a nonprofit 
research group. “The hubs 
would effectively jump-start 
the [clean hydrogen] market.”

Clean hydrogen could be a 
tool to abate climate change, 
along with renewable power. 
Unlike natural gas, hydrogen 
does not emit carbon dioxide 
when burned. 

It is seen as critical to 
decarbonize parts of the 
economy at a time when 
 companies and states such 
as Minnesota have set zero-
carbon goals.

Hydrogen 
economy
beckons 
state, Xcel

 She takes plea for acceptance to divided nation.

Story by REID FORGRAVE  •  Photo by ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ 
Star Tribune staff

“Before I tell you what this training is,” Ellie Krug  told 
the crowd in the church fellowship hall, “let me tell you 
what it is not. This is not an ‘indoctrination session.’ This 
is not a ‘grooming session.’ This is not a talk to promote 
a ‘certain kind of lifestyle.’ ”

She smiled: a joke, sort of. You could almost hear her 
air quotes. Krug was using the language of social conser-
vatism to poke fun at the idea that this 66-year-old trans-
gender woman — a Rotary Club member whose boom-
ing baritone is incongruous with her delicate features 
and  blond  hair — could ever be an avatar of some grave 
societal threat.

TRANS WOMAN 
BUILDS BRIDGES 
IN CULTURE WAR

By BRIANA BIERSCHBACH and JESSIE VAN BERKEL • Star Tribune 

Minnesota Democratic leaders gathered the Friday after 
they won control of state government and jotted down a 
list of priorities they had watched languish for a decade 
under divided government.

In a five-month span, they have crossed almost everything 
off the list. Wielding a massive surplus, Democrats are set 
to approve the largest budget in state history by far, pouring 
billions more into classrooms, construction projects and new 
government programs while also raising some taxes.

They’ve codified abortion rights, legalized marijuana, 
passed stricter gun laws, gave unauthorized immigrants access 
to driver’s licenses and enacted a statewide paid leave program.

“When the dust settles on this, there’s little doubt that this is 

Deals on roads, gas tax 
cap historic session 

In control and with surplus, 
DFL checks off top goals 

F I N A L  D AY S
DFL Sens. Mary Kunesh 

and Nicole Mitchell, 
clockwise from top left, 

conferred; Uber and Lyft 
drivers rallied; Gov. Walz 
greeted Arizona’s Gabby 

Giffords; and DFL Rep. 
Zack Stephenson, the 

marijuana bill’s sponsor, 
celebrated its passage. 

St. Louis Park’s sewage 
mess offers a warning.

By JOSIE ALBERTSON-GROVE  
josie.grove@startribune.com

A year ago, dozens of St. 
Louis Park residents woke up 
to sludge spewing from base-
ment drains and toilets as over 
a million gallons of water, dirt 
and sewage rushed into more 
than 50 homes, flooding base-
ments with more than 2 feet 
of muck. Two weeks later, 
another water main break 
nearby flooded some of the 
same homes again.

The basements are dry and 
mostly repaired, but officials in 
St. Louis Park and other sub-
urban cities are growing more 
concerned about their water 
mains and sewers coming of 
age all at once — and what it will 
cost to keep up with repairs. In 
Excelsior, residents are paying 
higher property taxes after a 
series of water main breaks in 
2020. In Bloomington, they’re 
seeing water and sewer rate 
hikes so the city can keep up 
with repairs.

“We may be the canary in 
the coal mine for first-tier sub-
urban communities,” St. Louis 

Inner-ring 
suburbs are 
showing age

 By JESSIE VAN BERKEL and BRIANA BIERSCHBACH  • Star Tribune

Minnesota lawmakers struck a last-minute deal to devote 
$2.6 billion to infrastructure projects, including an increase 
in aid for nursing homes.

An agreement signed by legislative leaders around 12:30 
a.m. Saturday includes $1.5 billion of borrowing and more 
than $1.1 billion in cash for construction and repair projects 
across the state. It commits $300 million to distressed nursing 
homes, all or a portion of which could alternatively be used 
for other capital projects as GOP lawmakers see fit.

“We’ve put partisanship aside to make sure that, if you’re 
going to save one thing, we’ve got to make sure that we are sav-
ing our nursing homes,” Senate Republican Minority Leader 
Mark Johnson  said during a Saturday news conference.

$2.6B infrastructure deal 
includes nursing homes help

“Human familiarity is the only pathway — the only 
pathway — through all the crap.”     Ellie Krug, on solving the nation’s illsSee KRUG on A13 Ø
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Legal pot bill
heads to Walz

With the governor’s 
signature, adult use 
of mari juana will be 

allowed on Aug. 1. B1 See INFRASTRUCTURE on A10 Ø
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