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Emily Kargel met Cindy Wil-
liams-McClung on her first day of 
kindergarten at Lake Elmo Ele-
mentary School in the fall of 2010.

Emily loved horses and art proj-
ects and music; she had long hair. 
Williams-McClung, the educa-
tional paraprofessional assigned 
to help Emily navigate school, 

loved horses and art projects and 
music; she had long hair.

The two were destined to be-
come best friends, as Williams-Mc-
Clung tells it.

Thirteen years later, the pair are 
still together. On Friday, they’ll don 
cap and gown as Emily graduates 
from Stillwater Area High School.

They are believed to be the only 
student/paraprofessional duo who 
have been together for all 13 school 

years in the Stillwater district.
As soon as you meet them, it’s 

clear the two share a special bond. 
“We’re girlfriends, besties,” Wil-
liams-McClung said. “I’m one of 
her posse.”

‘Believe in them,  
then they believe in you’

During teacher Jason Rohde’s 
Clay & Pottery class on Wednes-

day morning, the two worked 
together to make a rain lantern. 
The task required rolling chunks 
of clay into coils and then form-
ing them into the body of the lan-
tern.

“Can you do it on your own?” 
Williams-McClung asked as she 
guided Emily’s left hand with her 
own. “Back and forth, that’s right. 
We’ll get it a little thinner. Here 
you go, kiddo. Roll! Roll! You can 
do it. Good job. … Remember, then 
we do our song. ‘And we’re rolling, 
rolling, rolling.’ That gets her ev-
ery time. We have a song for every-
thing, don’t we?”
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A LASTING BOND

After 13 years together, Stillwater High senior 
and her paraprofessional will graduate as a team
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Paraprofessional Cindy Williams-McClung, right, works with Emily Kargel, 18, of Baytown Township, during Emily’s art class at Stillwater Area High 
School on Wednesday. Emily was born with a rare genetic disorder and does not walk or talk. Williams-McClung has been Emily’s paraprofessional 
for 13 years. “If a child knows you believe in them, then they believe in you,” Williams-McClung said. “It’s that simple.”
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Anxious about the rueful state of 
his peas, radishes and onions, Rod 
Marquardt arrived at the University 
of Minnesota’s soil testing labora-
tory with two lunch bag-sized con-
tainers of dirt.

“We’re just trying to figure out if 
it’s too much compost or what’s go-
ing on with our soil,” said Marquardt, 
who tends both his Stillwater lawn 
and a community garden plot.

As far as Marquardt is concerned, 
he went straight to the top to get 
his soil analyzed. The St. Paul fa-
cility anonymizes its testing, treat-
ing walk-in samples with as much 
care and prestige as those involved 
in an academic study or commercial 
agriculture. In fact, the Dudley Av-
enue laboratory on the U’s St. Paul 
campus is the only soil testing lab in 
the metro area certified by the Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture.

ST. PAUL

Looking to 
learn the dirt 
on your soil?
University of Minnesota 
lab offers testing for lawns, 
gardens, farms and more
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN » World leaders 
ratcheted up pressure Sunday on 
Russia for its war against Ukraine, 
with Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy at the center of a 
swirl of diplomacy on the final day 
of the Group of Seven summit of 
rich-world democracies.

Zelenskyy’s in-person attendance 
at one of the world’s premier diplo-
matic gatherings is meant to gal-
vanize attention on his nation’s 
15-month fight against Russia. 
Even before he landed Saturday 
on a French plane, the G7 nations 
had unveiled a slew of new sanc-
tions and other measures meant 
to punish Moscow and hamper its 
war-fighting abilities.

Ukraine is the overwhelming fo-
cus of the summit, but the leaders 
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Ukraine 
at center 
of talks at 
G7 summit
Zelenskyy seeks to bolster 
support as world leaders 
set new Russia sanctions
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Minnesota lawmakers an-
nounced Saturday morning that 
they have a $2.6 billion biparti-
san deal on infrastructure proj-
ects that also includes sending 

$300 million to struggling nurs-
ing homes.

Infrastructure is the one area at 
the Legislature where bipartisan 
compromise is essential because 
super-majorities are needed in 
both chambers to borrow money 
to pay for projects.

Until Saturday, Democrats in 
narrow control of both the House 
and Senate were unable to agree 
to a deal with Republicans and ap-
peared determined to pass a cash-
only infrastructure bill.

The deal
In recent days, Democrat-

ic-Farmer-Labor Party members 
faced mounting criticism from 
Republicans that their more than  

$71 billion two-year budget didn’t 
do enough for nursing homes, 
which continue to struggle after 
the pandemic. Under the deal, 
nursing homes will get $75 million 
annually in additional aid over the 
next four years.
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Infrastructure deal reached
Inside: Senate OKs final version of 
recreational marijuana bill, which 
now goes to governor. >> Page A8 
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Bipartisan agreement includes $2.6 billion for 
projects, plus $300 million for nursing homes
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