
 News tips: (218) 723-5300
Home delivery: (218) 723-5252
  (800) 456-8080

HOW TO REACH US
Classifieds .....9-10
Obituaries ........... 5

Opinion ............... 4
Sports ..............6-7

CONTENTS
Today 
Mostly sunny 
High: 61 Low: 40

Tomorrow 
Partly cloudy 
High: 60 Low: 47

WEATHER, PAGE 8

Unlock digital at duluthnewstribune.com/activate Sunday, May 21, 2023

Minnesota Newspaper Association’s Daily Newspaper of the Year

University of  
Wisconsin-Superior 

celebrates its graduates

HopeX initiative unveiled

Photos by Clint Austin / Duluth News Tribune
Graduates fill the floor of Wessman Arena during the University of Wisconsin-Superior spring commencement on Saturday in Superior.

By Laura Butterbrodt
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — The Miller-
Dwan Foundation announced a 
new, multi-phase initiative to 
combat unmet mental health 
service needs in the Duluth 
area during an event Thursday 
night.
HopeX, or Hope Multiplied, 

will include a workforce expan-
sion and create new programs 
to fill in the gaps of area men-
tal health services, according 
to Traci Marciniak, president of 
the Miller-Dwan Foundation. 
While the foundation did not 

release specific details of action 
HopeX will take, Marciniak and 
Rick Gertsema, senior mental 
health adviser, said the pro-
gram will be innovative and 
community-oriented.
“We don’t have a lot for 

prime time right now, but what 
we have is a set of global part-
ners that will be coming into 
our community that will be 
helping us implement some-
thing never before seen here,” 
Marciniak said.
The global partners include 

the World Health Organization, 
George Washington University, 
The New School, and Zak Wil-
liams, mental health advocate, 
entrepreneur and son of actor 
Robin Williams.
Williams addressed founda-

tion donors and the media at 

The Garden on Thursday, stat-
ing the Miller-Dwan Founda-
tion’s plans have him excited 
for the partnership.
“The more I learned about 

the Miller-Dwan Foundation, 
the more I understood that it’s 
a pioneer in innovating around 
existing models to establish 
new ways of reaching com-
munities with care models that 
actually provide extended sup-
port that enables people to feel 
empowered,” Williams said.
Williams said HopeX will use 

an evidence-backed approach 
to establish professional peer 
support members in the busi-
ness community. These leaders 
will be trained to recognize 
and respond to signs of mental 

Dan Williamson / Duluth News Tribune
Zak Williams, mental health advocate and son of late actor and 
comedian Robin Williams (center), Traci Marciniak, Miller-Dwan 
Foundation president (left) and Rick Gertsema, Miller-Dwan 
Foundation senior mental health advisor, share a laugh while 
answering questions from media members ahead of a launch 
event for the foundation’s new HopeX initiative Thursday at The 
Garden Wedding and Event Center in Duluth.

By Alex Derosier
Duluth News Tribune

ST. PAUL — After months of 
uncertainty and negotiations, 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor 
and Republican lawmakers on 
Saturday announced a deal on 
more than $2.6 billion in bor-
rowing and spending on public 
infrastructure.
Minority Senate Republicans 

had held up the passage of a 
major public works borrowing 
bill for much of the session as 
they attempted to push DFLers 
to adopt bigger tax cuts and 
boost nursing home funding.
Just days before the legisla-

tive deadline, DFLers agreed to 
Republican requests to provide 
$300 million over the next 
four years to nursing homes 
struggling with staffing short-
ages and growing costs.
“We are glad now that we 

came together and have this 
historic agreement that will 
help communities all across 
the state of Minnesota,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Kari 
Dziedzic.
It’s been more than two years 

since the Legislature passed a 
bonding bill — a major pub-
lic works borrowing bill that 
helps fund projects like water 
treatment plants and road-
work across the state. Small 
local governments often rely 
on bonding to build essential 
infrastructure they’d other-
wise struggle to afford.
In a statement, the Coalition 

of Greater Minnesota Cities 
hailed the deal as a victory for 
smaller communities across 
the state, an example of “what 
can be achieved when Demo-
crats and Republicans work 
together for Minnesotans.”
“It is wonderful news that 

legislators finally came to an 
agreement on a much-need-
ed and long-awaited bonding 
bill that serves the needs of 
Greater Minnesota,” said Thief 
River Falls Mayor Brian Hol-
mer, president of the coalition.
So, what exactly will the 

infrastructure bill cover? 
House Speaker Melissa Hort-
man told reporters Saturday 
that the bill has $1.5 billion in 
borrowing, the part that needs 
Republican votes. The cash 
part is about $1.1 billion. It’s 
a revival of an infrastructure 
package that passed the House 
earlier this session.
Much of the borrowing in 

the bonding bill is for state-
wide agency projects, such 
as for colleges, housing and 
corrections. More than $245 
million is specifically marked 
for transportation projects, 
including local road improve-
ment and bridge replacement 
programs. Close to $180 mil-
lion in borrowing currently is 
marked for Minnesota State 

Lawmakers 
reach deal 
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Left: Chancellor Renee Wachter awards Eliana Lammi of Duluth the Chancellor’s Leadership Award during the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior spring commencement. Right: Graduates march in during the processional for the University of Wisconsin-
Superior spring commencement.

Miller-Dwan 
Foundation launches 
mental health service

Staff reports
Superior

Nearly 340 students earned 
a diploma on Saturday 
afternoon from the 

University of Wisconsin-Superior.
While a crowd of well-wishers 

looked on at the university’s 
Wessman Arena, university 
leaders formally presented six 

students with associate’s degrees, 
85 with graduate degrees and 246 
with bachelor’s degrees.
The keynote speaker was 

Mike Wiggins, Jr., the chairman 
of the Bad River Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa. A staunch 
conservationist, Wiggins Jr. 
graduated from the university in 
1992 and was named one of its 

outstanding alumni in 2019.
Also addressing the graduates 

Saturday was Karen Walsh, the 
president of the University of 
Wisconsin’s board of regents. A 
former public information and 
communications staffer at the 
university system’s Madison 
campus, Walsh is now the head of 
the BerbeeWalsh Foundation.


