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Dr. Alicia Ballard 
has seen it all.  
And now you can 
see her at Sparrow.
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RECOGNIZED

KNEE & HIP 
REPLACEMENT

SEE A HIGHLY SKILLED SPECIALIST
AT OUR NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ORTHOPEDICS AND SPORTS MEDICINE CENTER

Visit Sparrow.org/Orthopedics to learn more or 
call 517.253.5151 to make your appointment today.

SWARTZ CREEK — Diane Mallory
bought a house four years ago in Swartz
Creek, with a view of a sweeping farm
fi�eld out her back window. The sounds
of kids playing on a nearby elementary
school’s playground can be heard from
her backyard. 

You can’t see it yet, and maybe never
will. But she knows her backyard could
soon also have a birds-eye view of one of
the state’s newest factories. 

Like residents in Marshall Township
near Battle Creek, Vernon Township
near Durand in Shiawassee County, and
Eagle Township near Lansing, Mallory
lives on the edge of one of three poten-
tial “megasites.” They are large tracts of
land in Lower Michigan being marketed
for multi-billion developments for the
next-generation auto industry or other
large-scale industrial uses.

Supporters tout the possible jobs and
investment in the community. Detrac-
tors decry the destruction of farmland
and the rural character of communities.

SIZE ADVANTAGE 
Signage seen in Eagle Township opposing a megasite in the farming community on April 5.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Potential Lansing megasite is largest in race for next major employer

Mike Ellis
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Mundy Township is one of three locations that could be home to a new
megasite. MIKE ELLIS/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

One of Eagle Township’s advantages is its size, at up to

1,900 acres north of Grand Ledge and west of Lansing. It

would also likely be easier to obtain since the majority

owner of about 1,200 acres is Michigan State University.See MEGASITE, Page 17A

LANSING — New data on 2022 pop-
ulation rates released by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau shows Lansing, like most
of Michigan, lost residents again, al-
though the Capital City was mostly
spared from the declines in many of
Michigan’s cities. 

The data, released Monday, showed
Lansing lost 17 residents since July 1,
2020, to a population level of 112,537.
That’s relatively positive news as only
Pontiac, Novi and Troy, among large
cities in Michigan, gained population
in the two-year span. 

The Census Bureau compiled and
released the data for cities with pop-
ulations at or above 50,000 people. 

Most other large localities in Michi-
gan weren’t so lucky. Detroit has lost
16,966 people since 2020, for a popula-
tion of 620,376, although Mayor Mike
Duggan took to social media to call the
federal agency responsible for 

Lansing lost
residents,
but fewer
than many
other cities
Krystal Nurse
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See CENSUS, Page 13A
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