
$5.00 POWERING MLIVE .COM SUNDAY, MAY 21 ,  2023

Advice,  Perspective, page 6 Business, A14 Classified, B7 Local, A2 Nation, A15 Obituaries, C1 Sports, B1 Weather,  Perspective, page 5
© Kalamazoo Gazette Feedback: Send your comments to comments@mlive.com   189th year. No. 220

The FBI has spent a decade 

trying to get Native remains 

back where they belong. 

Matthew Miller   mmiller@mlive.com

Some of the Native American remains 
that were reburied last fall by the Poka-
gon Band of Potawatomi had been stolen 
from burial mounds in southern Indiana, 
looted along with pottery shards, projec-
tile points and pieces of worked stone that 
were thousands of years old.

Most of them, the partial remains of at 
least 138 individuals, couldn’t be traced 
back to specific sites or communities. They 
had likely come from across the country, 
maybe across the globe. But most were 
small and fragile. The genetic testing that 
might determine their origin would have 
destroyed them.

What tied them together was they fact 
that they had been dug up by an amateur 
archaeologist and prolific grave robber 

named Donald Miller, who was in posses-
sion of bones from more than 500 individ-
uals when the FBI raided his rural Indiana 
home in 2014.

The Pokagon Band of Potawotami, 
which is based in southwestern Michigan 
and northern Indiana, agreed to take the 
remains that didn’t have another home.

“The overwhelming joy and feeling of 
relief that washes over you, once you place 
those ancestors and their belongings back 
into the womb of Mother Earth after being 
imprisoned, inappropriately … know-
ing that they are no longer subject to that 
and they are being placed in a safe loca-
tion where they’re able to continue their 
journey through that Western door, it’s a 
remarkable feeling,” said Matthew Bussler, 
the Pokagon Band’s tribal historic preser-
vation officer.

It took nearly a decade for them to get 
there.

‘DIGGING GRAVES FOR SPORT’
Donald Miller, who died in 2015 at the 

age of 91, grew up in Rush County, Indiana. 
He left to go to Army training at Ohio State 

University during World War II and was 
sent to New Mexico, where he played a 
minor role in the Manhattan Project.

He told a reporter from the Indianap-
olis Star in 1998 that he gave the signal 
for the countdown of the first detonation 
of an atomic bomb. The historical record 
says he didn’t.

He did study engineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, got a Ph.D. from Pur-
due and went to work at what would later 
be called the Naval Avionics Center in 
Indianapolis.

He and his wife, Sue, started traveling, 
sometimes as Christian missionaries.

And he started collecting: Civil War 
bullets and fossilized dinosaur eggs, pre-
historic axes and Aztec figurines, a dug-
out canoe that had been paddled down 
the Amazon River, Ming Dynasty vases 
and early Chinese metal weapons, a set of 
mammoth tusks that he drove back from 
Canada strapped to the roof of his car in 
1960.

And, somewhere along the way, he 
started digging up human remains.

Brad Devereaux   bdeverea@mlive.com

K A L A M A ZOO — In a part of town where 
harmful industrial vapors cloud the sky, 
parents are starting to ask questions.

Is it safe for kids to play outside?
Parents and others are wondering 

about the risks in the wake of a report 
from Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services that confirms air 
pollution levels around Kalamazoo’s 
Northside are hazardous.

A day care is less than 300 feet west of 
Graphic Packaging International, a paper 
mill that’s one of the main offenders.

A public elementary school sits in the 
shadow of the factory, as well.

Staff at the Jennings Development 
Interplex day care had to send children 
home one day last month after a strong 
odor filled the air and made its way into 
the building, according to the director, 
Onesha Butler.

The day care called the fire depart-
ment to investigate, keeping kids out 
until the next day.

“We weren’t sure what was going on,” 
Butler said. “We just wanted them to go 
home because it could have been danger-
ous.”

Hydrogen sulfide is coming from 
Graphic Packaging, the city’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant and an underground 
infrastructure connecting the facilities. 
The odorous gas can cause health issues.

Breathing in levels of hydrogen sul-
fide exceeding 1.4 parts per billion over 
a period of years can lead to health prob-
lems. Air levels in Kalamazoo over the 
past three years have consistently been 
10 times higher or more.

PLAYGROUND POLLUTION
Lincoln International Studies School, 

which is part of Kalamazoo Public 
Schools, further illustrates the challenge 
state and local government officials are 
facing.

The school’s playground is less than 
1,300 feet away from where GPI rises 
above a neighborhood of aging sin-
gle-family homes.

Daryl Colbert, 57, waited outside of 
Lincoln Elementary for his granddaugh-
ter, Paradise, to come out of the doors 
earlier this month.

“They need to try to clean it up,” Col-
bert said.

He’s smelled the stench his whole life.

HEALTH HAZARDS

Parent worries escalate 

Illustration by Chris Morris, Advance Local

Northside concerns: State report confirms air pollution levels are hazardous

Questions remain: Are kids safe from potential effects of odorous gas? 

VENERATING HISTORY

Michigan tribe returns  
stolen heritage to the earth

PETS

Vet clinic free for all
Some pet owners arrived more than 
five hours early for a free vaccine clinic 
hosted last week by VetReach Kalamazoo 
and the Kalamazoo Humane Society.   A5

SEE HISTORY, A4

WHY  AN  OUTDOOR  WORKOUT  IS 
BETTER  FOR  YOUR  BODY  AND  MIND 
THAN  AN  INDOOR  SESSION.      L8

TAKE IT OUTSIDE

SEE HEALTH HAZARD, A2

SPORTS

Playing the game
Americans have wagered more than 
$220 billion dollars in legal gambling 
outlets since sports betting game legal in 
the U.S. five years ago.   B1

A  F e e - O n l y  We a l t h  M a n a g e m e n t  G r o u p

Michigan’s #1 Financial Advisor
by Forbes and Barron’s*

www.zhangfinancial.com Charles C. Zhang, CFP®, MBA, MSFS, ChFC, CLU 
NAPFA-Registered Fee-Only Financial Advisor

 * As reported in Forbes April 4, 2023. Each state’s list, determined by SHOOK Research, is based on an algorithm of qualitative and quantitative criteria, including: 
in-person interviews, industry experience, community involvement, client retention data, revenue trends, and other factors.  As reported in Barron’s March 11, 2023. 

Rankings based on assets under management, revenue generated for advisors’ firms, regulatory record, quality of practices and other factors. 
See zhangfinancial.com/disclosure for full ranking criteria.

5931 Oakland Drive
Portage, MI 49024

269-385-5888 or 888-777-0126
Minimum investment requirement: $1,000,000 in Michigan/$2,000,000 outside of Michigan.

Assets under custody of LPL Financial, Charles Schwab, and TD Ameritrade. 

Additional locations in Ada, Battle Creek, 
Troy, Ann Arbor and Naples, FL

10587040-15

1-833-822-4200

bath-fitter.com/local24


