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The FBI has spent a decade 

trying to get Native remains 

back where they belong. 

Matthew Miller   mmiller@mlive.com

Some of the Native American remains 
that were reburied last fall by the Poka-
gon Band of Potawatomi had been stolen 
from burial mounds in southern Indiana, 
looted along with pottery shards, projec-
tile points and pieces of worked stone that 
were thousands of years old.

Most of them, the partial remains of at 
least 138 individuals, couldn’t be traced 
back to specific sites or communities. They 
had likely come from across the country, 
maybe across the globe. But most were 
small and fragile. The genetic testing that 
might determine their origin would have 
destroyed them.

What tied them together was they fact 
that they had been dug up by an amateur 
archaeologist and prolific grave robber 

named Donald Miller, who was in posses-
sion of bones from more than 500 individ-
uals when the FBI raided his rural Indiana 
home in 2014.

The Pokagon Band of Potawotami, 
which is based in southwestern Michigan 
and northern Indiana, agreed to take the 
remains that didn’t have another home.

“The overwhelming joy and feeling of 
relief that washes over you, once you place 
those ancestors and their belongings back 
into the womb of Mother Earth after being 
imprisoned, inappropriately … know-
ing that they are no longer subject to that 
and they are being placed in a safe loca-
tion where they’re able to continue their 
journey through that Western door, it’s a 
remarkable feeling,” said Matthew Bussler, 
the Pokagon Band’s tribal historic preser-
vation officer.

It took nearly a decade for them to get 
there.

‘DIGGING GRAVES FOR SPORT’
Donald Miller, who died in 2015 at the 

age of 91, grew up in Rush County, Indiana. 
He left to go to Army training at Ohio State 

University during World War II and was 
sent to New Mexico, where he played a 
minor role in the Manhattan Project.

He told a reporter from the Indianap-
olis Star in 1998 that he gave the signal 
for the countdown of the first detonation 
of an atomic bomb. The historical record 
says he didn’t.

He did study engineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, got a Ph.D. from Pur-
due and went to work at what would later 
be called the Naval Avionics Center in 
Indianapolis.

He and his wife, Sue, started traveling, 
sometimes as Christian missionaries.

And he started collecting: Civil War 
bullets and fossilized dinosaur eggs, pre-
historic axes and Aztec figurines, a dug-
out canoe that had been paddled down 
the Amazon River, Ming Dynasty vases 
and early Chinese metal weapons, a set of 
mammoth tusks that he drove back from 
Canada strapped to the roof of his car in 
1960.

And, somewhere along the way, he 
started digging up human remains.
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VENERATING HISTORY

Michigan tribe returns  
stolen heritage to the earth

JACKSON

Market variety
A lack of vendors and variety have been 
common complaints from Jackson 
residents about the Grand River Farmers 
Market. But Downtown Development 
officials are looking to change that.   A11

SEE HISTORY, A3

WHY  AN  OUTDOOR  WORKOUT  IS 
BETTER  FOR  YOUR  BODY  AND  MIND 
THAN  AN  INDOOR  SESSION.      L8

TAKE IT OUTSIDE

Brian McVicar   bmcvicar@mlive.com

A Michigan nonprofit specializing 
in refugee resettlement, foster care 
and adoption says it’s preparing for 
the arrival of unaccompanied children 
from the southern border now that a 
federal pandemic-era border restriction 
has ended.

Samaritas, which has off ices in 
Grand Rapids and Detroit, is “beefing 
up” its infrastructure to care for the 
children, some of whom could begin 
arriving this summer following the end 
of Title 42, said Chief Advancement and 
Strategy Officer Kelli Dobner.

“We have been preparing for the last 
several weeks for Title 42 to be lifted,” 
she said. “That means building our 
infrastructure. We’re looking to hire 40 
new staff members, at least, to be able 
to care for youth that will be coming 
into our care.”

Title 42 is an emergency health order 
implemented in March 2020 by former 
President Donald Trump’s administration. 
It allowed officials at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der to turn away migrants on the grounds 
of reducing the spread of COVID-19.

Dobner said it’s unclear how many 
children could be coming to Michigan.

The agency has capacity to care for 
24 children at a time at a shelter it oper-
ates in West Michigan. Typically, the 
children spend 30 days to 45 days at the 
shelter before being placed with a fam-
ily member or a sponsor. Children are 
expected to arrive on a rolling basis as 
space becomes available, Dobner said.

They could, potentially, number in 
the “hundreds,” she said.

“We know that as soon as things get 
determined more specifically in term 
of time at the border, we could have 24 
kids immediately,” Dobner said. “We 
are going through this infrastructure 
process as quickly as humanly possible 
to make sure we have staff in place for 
that time. Our goal is this summer to be 
able to do that because that vetting pro-
cess takes a minute at the border as well 
before they reach our doors of care.”

Samaritas serves about 300 migrant 
children annually.

The Biden administration initially 
sought to keep Title 42 in place but 
tried to end its use last year, the AP 
reported. 

IMMIGRATION ISSUES

Preparing for migrant kids
Michigan connection: The end of Title 42 could mean more immigrants here 

Planning: Refugee resettlement agency is hiring bilingual social workers, therapists

SEE IMMIGRATION ISSUES, A4

SPORTS

Playing the game
Americans have wagered more than 
$220 billion dollars in legal gambling 
outlets since sports betting game legal in 
the U.S. five years ago.   B1
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