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Spinners honored for Motown legacy

At Motown Museum, they are celebrated and
they donate hundreds of their outfits. 4A

Seidel: McKinstry hitting his stride with Tigers SPORTS, 1C

In mid-July, two men will have one job — to negotiate

a new four-year contract for 45,000 hourly workers at

General Motors’ U.S. factories. h The negotiations

will not be easy and there’s already talk of a possible

strike at GM or its Detroit counterparts. h So the

stakes are high.

GM is investing billions to transition to all electric cars by
2035. But the union knows it has to act now to win assurances
that its members will have a future in that transition.

And it all comes down to two men: For the UAW, it will be
Mike Booth and for GM, it will be Mike Perez. 

Booth hails from humble beginnings, growing up on a farm
in Michigan’s Thumb. Perez grew up in metro Detroit and has
an MBA, but says he’s happiest on the factory fl�oor. The two
have made a unique pact and those who know both praise
their integrity and say they will get the job done.

Inside are the stories of each man’s life and history that has
led them to this pivotal and historic moment.

— Jamie L. LaRue

They’re
ready for 
a fair fi�ght
at the table

UAW NEGOTIATIONS

MIKE BOOTH

Booth wants
integrity back
Top UAW negotiator says it’s
the workers on the shop
floor that really matter when
it comes to talks. 18A

MIKE PEREZ

Perez driven by
workforce passion
GM labor chief who loves
manufacturing process says
he’ll look for solutions to
sustain business. 19A

LECZNA, Poland −� The children came by bus and by train, some traveling

more than 24 hours to cross the border from Ukraine. They arrived to a

Polish countryside abloom with rolling fi�elds of bright yellow rapeseed,

which, when juxtaposed against the brilliant blue sky, resemble the Ukrai-

nian fl�ag. h Among them was Artem Sokolov, 11, of Kharkiv, who was injured

in a bomb blast, and Evheniia Ukhatova, 6, of Dnipro, whose feet and legs

were so badly scarred by burns from a house fi�re that she struggled to walk.

h Yelizaveta Nadolniak, 5, couldn’t raise her tiny arms all the way over her

head because the burn scars that spanned the top of her body from wrist to

wrist were contracting as she grew. 

US doctors travel to the edge of the battle zone, bringing
healing touch to Ukrainian kids in need of surgery

Dr. David Brown, a plastic surgeon from the University of Michigan, left, helps to screen Volodymyr Bubela, 17, of
Lviv, Ukraine, in Leczna, Poland. Brown was joined by Doctors Collaborating to Help Children founder Dr. Gennadiy
Fuzaylov, Dr. Shawn Diamond, an assistant professor at Texas Tech in El Paso, and Dr. Brian Kelley, a plastic surgeon
at the University of Texas at Austin. Bubela was severely burned at the age of 7 in a barn fi�re. MANDI WRIGHT/DFP

War’s youngest victims
Kristen Jordan Shamus Detroit Free Press |  USA TODAY NETWORK

“I feel like we are

obligated to help

them in the

medical fi�eld

to show them 

that we care.” 
Dr. Gennadiy Fuzaylov
Assistant professor at Harvard
Medical School and physician
at Massachusetts General
Hospital, who organized
the medical mission

See WAR WOUNDS, Page 21A
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