
Lynn Kee thought she was safe forever from the man
who groomed and then raped her when she was a teen-
ager after his conviction in 2006; until she ran into him
in her church where he was working.

Seeing Jeff�rey Belmore face-to-face for the fi�rst time
in almost 20 years was shocking. However, Kee refused
to run away, believing her decision not to be intimidat-
ed, not to fl�ee, was supported by a lifetime restraining
order issued when he was convicted.

She told her beau that they would stand their
ground. But when she called to report the encounter to
local police, she learned that all those protections she
thought were permanent to keep him out of her life
were gone:

h A permanent restraining order that she thought
would endure throughout her lifetime had expired.

h Her rapist’s status as a Level 2 off�ender had been
downgraded to a Level 1.

h Alerts about his movements were never communi-
cated; her family was no longer in the system.

As she tried to fi�gure out why Belmore was working
at her church through calls to the state’s Sex Off�ender
Registry Board, she also learned, by chance, that the
man who had violently raped her younger sister, who
was 12 at the time of the attack, had been released early
for “good behavior.” His “good time” had hacked 1,100
days off� his sentence. Marlon Morris, she was told, was
being held on an immigration detainer and was poised
for extradition.

His “good behavior,” Kee claims, only started once he
was incarcerated.

Morris left trial during break, fled state

Morris, who was 26 at the time of the rape, induced
his then 16-year-old girlfriend to immobilize the pre-
teen girl while he raped her. 
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WASHINGTON – Computer engi-
neers and tech-inclined political scien-
tists have warned for years that cheap,
powerful artifi�cial intelligence tools
would soon allow anyone to create fake
images, video and audio that was real-
istic enough to fool voters and perhaps
sway an election. 

The synthetic images that emerged
were often crude, unconvincing and
costly to produce, especially when other
kinds of misinformation were so inex-
pensive and easy to spread on social
media. 

The threat posed by AI and so-called
deepfakes always seemed a year or two
away. 

No more. 
Sophisticated generative AI tools can

now create cloned human voices and
hyper-realistic images, videos and au-
dio in seconds, at minimal cost. 

When strapped to powerful social
media algorithms, this fake and digitally
created content can spread far and fast 

AI presents
political
peril for 
’24 election
Latest sophisticated
tools create huge threat
of misleading voters
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