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Patrons talked over drinks at Lehrhaus
in Somerville last month.

By Catherine Carlock
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It was a sunny October morning in 2019 when
then-City Councilor Michelle Wu proposed abol-
ishing the Boston Planning & Development Agen-
cy.
It was hardly a new idea. Boston politicians —

especially aspiring mayors — had for years called
for ridding the city of its powerful real estate arm.
But none before had issued a 76-page white paper
on the topic. Wu was serious. And when she won
the mayor’s race just over two years later, she soon
set about doing what she’d pitched, filing legisla-
tion to disband the BPDA that now awaits a vote
on BeaconHill.
Of course, the world — and particularly the

world of urban real estate development — has
changed quite a bit since that bright October
morning.
Downtown office vacancy in Boston is hitting

highs unseen in decades, and office values are pro-
jected to drop for the first time in years. Three
prominent banks have collapsed since March.
Spiking interest rates and materials costs have
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As market
hits pause,
Wu pushes
on reforms
Real estate world wants
hold on BPDA overhaul

By Devra First
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SOMERVILLE — The rabbi is serving
cocktails. He stops at the bar to schmooze
with his customers. Someone just finished a
PhD program, he learns. “Mazel tov!” he
congratulates the scholar, beforemoving on.
Lehrhaus has to be the only local restaurant
where one might hear “mazel tov” multiple
times in one evening, read a book about
Jewish food or philosophy, get into a joyful
argument over some finer point of Jewish
law— and, yes, be served a cocktail by a rab-
bi.
“No space exists like this in the world,”

says the rabbi, Charlie Schwartz. “This is the
only one.”
Lehrhaus bills itself as “a Jewish tavern

and house of learning,” combining the con-
cepts of restaurant and beit midrash, or
study hall. Imagine a scene from “Yentl,” but
including people of all genders, races, ages,
and religions, with imaginative cocktails
and food. (For Jewish singles, it could also
be the best thing to happen since JDate.)
It opened this spring, getting into gear in

earnest after a Passover break, at a time
when antisemitism is increasingly virulent
and visible. Incidents of hatred toward Jews
reached a new high in the United States last
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The specials
tonight: Jewish
culture and
traditions

ByMike Damiano,
Milton J. Valencia,
andMatt Stout
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On Jan. 2, 2019, Rachael Rollins
stood on an auditorium stage at Rox-
bury Community College to be sworn
in as the first Black female district at-

torney in the state’s history. Virtually
every local politico and community
leader had turned out for the celebra-
tion, including then-Governor Charlie
Baker and Senator EdwardMarkey.
Rollins, with tears in her eyes after

hugging her 14-year-old daughter,
stepped up to a lectern to address the

audience.
“This is a day for anyone in this

room to think about where you are in
your life and what you want your life
to be,” Rollins told the crowd.
Just months earlier, Rollins had

been a relatively little-known lawyer —
a former federal prosecutor and gener-
al counsel for theMBTA. But when the
long-serving Suffolk district attorney,
Daniel Conley, announced he would
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Meteoric rise, spectacular fall for Rollins
She pushed boundaries on her way up,
but not respecting them led to downfall

‘I would have
thought she
would be able to
stop where the
line said, “Stop.”’
REPRESENTATIVE
RUSSELL HOLMES,
Mattapan Democrat

Besides the beach, there is plenty to
keep you busy during the summer.
Get some ideas in the Summer Arts
Preview. SundayArts, N1.

Kennebunk is a popular Maine desti-
nation, and you can go as high-end or
as budget-friendly as you please.
Travel, N24.

A grieving mother’s crusade broke
years of inertia to bring lifesaving bar-
riers to the French King Bridge in Cen-
tral Massachusetts. What took so
long? Globe Magazine.

A bill before the Massachusetts Legis-
lature would ban discrimination
based on weight or height.Metro, B1.

Sunday: Sunny, breezy.
High: 73-78. Low: 55-60.

Monday: Bit cooler.
High: 58-63. Low: 48-53.

Complete report, B12.

Deaths, A19-25.
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Aviation is
the source
of nearly 7
percent of
the state’s
emissions.

Private jets
emit on
average
about

more carbon
pollution per
passenger
than
commercial
jets.
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The Massachusetts Port
Authority is considering

a proposal to build

27 new
hangars

Transportation
emissions account

for about

of all greenhouse
gases produced in

Massachusetts.
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Private jet
arrivals and
departures
at Hanscom
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Serving our community since 1872

By David Abel
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BEDFORD— They’re among the most polluting forms
of transportation on the planet, catering mainly to the
wealthy and powerful, and in recent years, their use has
soared at airports such as Hanscom Field.
Over the past 30 years, the number of private jets flying

to or from New England’s largest noncommercial airport
has more than quadrupled, and their numbers are expect-
ed to increase in the coming years.
To accommodate the growing demand, the Massachu-

setts Port Authority, which operates Hanscom, is consider-
ing a controversial proposal to build 27 new hangars — sig-
nificantly increasing the amount of space to park private
jets at the airport in this suburb northwest of Boston.
The plan has sparked heavy criticism from neighbors,

local officials, state lawmakers, and environmental advo-
cates, who say it enables a reckless ramping up of emissions
at a timewhen state law requires they be cut by half of 1990
levels by the end of the decade. They also say it wouldmake
it harder for Massport to honor its pledge to effectively
eliminate its carbon emissions in the coming years.
“It’s just crazy,” said Nina Hackel, 62, who lives about a

mile from the airport in Concord. “Why are we doing this?
Why are we promoting all of this incredibly polluting air
travel for the uber rich whenwe have amajor climate prob-
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At Hanscom,
the jet set faces
headwinds
Proposal to add dozens of new
hangars draws climate criticism
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