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NEWSMAKER
“If you wanted a blueprint 
to ruin America, you’d keep 
doing exactly what Joe 
Biden has let the far left do 
to our country for the past 
two years. Tell every white 
kid they’re oppressors. Tell 
Black and brown kids their 
destiny is grievance, not 
greatness.” 

— Sen. Tim Scott of South 
Carolina, who on Friday 

made it official he’s 
running for the GOP 

presidential nomination.

INSIDE 8A

By JAKE MOORE
jake.moore@                     

bgdailynews.com

Developer David 
Chandler’s plan to turn 
nearly 80 farmland acres 
south of Bowling Green 

into a new elementary 
school and major housing 
project checked off a big 
box Thursday night despite 
heavy opposition from 
nearby Woodburn resi-
dents.

The City-County 

Planning Commission 
voted 9-1 to amend the 
area’s future land use map 
from low density residen-
tial to high density resi-
dential, commercial and 
institutional/government, 
paving the way for the 

school and a maximum of 
506 multi-family units off 
of Nashville Road, pending 
rezoning approval.

Warren County Public 
Schools is planning on put-
ting 800 students in the fin-
ished elementary school.

“This is a strategic 
move for future prepping,” 
WCPS Chief Financial 
Officer Chris Mcintyre 
told the Daily News. “We 
appreciate when developers 

By JUSTIN STORY 
justin.story@bgdailynews.com

Three people accused of 
neglecting a woman in their 
care who was found malnour-
ished and wearing a maggot-in-
fested adult 
diaper will 
appear in court 
Wednesday.

Preliminary 
hearings 
have been 
set in Warren 
District Court 
for Alexander 
Leonard, 
Lonnie 
Leonard 
and Tiffany 
McCoy.

All three 
Bowling 
Green resi-
dents have 
been charged 
with know-
ingly abuse/
neglect of an 
adult by a per-
son in con-
nection with 
the death of 
Jazzmyne 
Rose Fikes, 
44, of Bowling 
Green.

Fikes was pronounced dead 
May 14 after the Bowling 
Green Police Department was 
called to her Gary Avenue 

By JAKE MOORE
jake.moore@bgdailynews.com

Winds of change continue to 
blow on the banks of Barren River.

Eddie and Joy Hanks, co-owners 
of TPM Group Environmental and 
Construction Services, were given 
the green light on their “Digs on 
the River” development project at 
Thursday’s City-County Planning 
Commission meeting.

The commissioners unanimous-
ly approved the couple’s request to 
rezone 23 acres of property along 
River Street to accommodate 27 
apartment buildings featuring over 
300 units.

Project documents call for 20 
commercial buildings to be filled 
with shops, restaurants and loung-
es, as well as a boutique hotel.

“I’ll be honest, we have been 
thinking of this and going towards 
this for probably over 20 years,” 
Joy told the Daily News.

Movement on other major riv-
erfront developments, like the city 
of Bowling Green’s 70-acre out-
door adventure park and Kelley 
Coleman and Patrick Reynold’s 
“The Launch” and “The Landing” 
projects, slated to include a hotel, 
residential spaces, recreation offer-
ings and more along the Barren 
River, prompted the couple to make 

the leap.
“It’s just the right time,” Joy said. 

“I don’t know what the difference 
is. We’re just more ready and I feel 
like the city is more ready … . Years 
ago, we wanted to do this, but we 
didn’t know how to get there. I feel 
like we’re getting there now.”

The Hanks’ ambitious list of 
planned amenities includes a dog 
park, a fitness center, pickleball 
courts, a food truck park, bike and 
kayak storage with numerous bike 
racks dotted across the property, a 
wooden boardwalk alongside the 
water, an infinity pool and public 

Second massive Barren River 
development put in motion 

GRACE RAMEY/grace.ramey@bgdailynews.com
The Barren River flows alongside a 23-acre plot off River Street on Thursday where Eddie and Joy Hanks, co-owners of 
TPM Group Environmental and Construction Services, plan their “Digs on the River” development project. 

RIVERFRONT RENAISSANCE

Some area tenants question their future

Hearing 
slated in
neglect
fatality

LONNIE LEONARD

ALEXANDER 
LEONARD

TIFFANY MCCOY

School, housing plan OK’d despite backlash
Hundreds of housing units, new school planned on 80 acres 

See PLAN, 3A

See CASE, 1A

By JUSTIN STORY 
justin.story@                     

bgdailynews.com

A man accused of help-
ing orchestrate a 2020 
home invasion that result-
ed in the theft of a safe 
filled with jewelry belong-
ing to the late Western 
Kentucky University pro-
vost Barbara Burch has 
died.

Court records indi-
cate that the case against 
Jeffery Weisman was 
dismissed Thursday in 
light of Weisman’s death 
on Feb. 16 in Simpson 
County at age 72.

Weisman had been 
charged with kidnapping 
by complicity, engaging in 

organized crime, first-de-
gree robbery by complic-
ity, second-degree assault 
by complicity and theft by 
unlawful taking by com-
plicity.

He was accused along 
with five other people of 
conspiring to arrange the 
theft of the safe from the 
Smallhouse Road home 
where Burch lived.

According to court 
records, Weisman was 
a jewelry salesman who 
knew Burch and sold her 
a large amount of her col-
lection over the years.

Weisman and his wife, 
Patricia Weisman, had 
knowledge of the safe’s 

Defendant in Burch 
jewelry theft case dies

GRACE RAMEY/grace.ramey@bgdailynews.com
Employees from the American Red Cross of South Central Kentucky, HOTEL Inc. and the 
City of Bowling Green cut a ribbon outside HOTEL Inc. on Friday following the announce-
ment of a partnership between the Red Cross and HOTEL Inc. to provide better access to 
affordable, nutritious food, mental and physical health services and homeownership and 
career services in the Delafield neighborhood. The partnership, which is part of the national 
Red Cross Community Adaptation Program, supplies a van for transporting produce and 
supplies, refrigerators and freezers for the Delafield Co-Op Market and an online ordering 
system that will be accessible through the HOTEL Inc. website later this summer. 

More photos at www.bgdailynews.com.

HELPING NEIGHBORS
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See THEFT, 3A


