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Editor’s Note: The following is part of
a class project originally initiated in the
classroom of Ball State University pro-
fessor Adam Kuban in fall 2021. Kuban
continued the project this spring semes-
ter, challenging his students to fi�nd sus-
tainability eff�orts in the Muncie area
and pitch their ideas to Deanna Watson,
editor of The Star Press, Journal & Cou-
rier and Pal-Item. This spring, stories
related to health care will be featured.

MUNCIE – Eight months.
That is how long Tiff�any Erk and her 16-year-old son

have to fi�nd out-of-state, gender-affi�rming care that
used to be available just minutes away from them in
Muncie, Ind.

On April 5, Gov. Eric Holcomb signed Senate Bill
480 into law, banning gender-transitioning care for
those under the age of 18. Because Erk’s son started
hormone therapy prior to the bill’s passage, he will
have until the end of December to stay on it before he
can no longer continue receiving the care in Indiana.

‘This is life or
death for my kid’

Faith Erk, left, Tiffany Erk and Matt Erk pose for a family photo outside of Shake Shack.
Tiffany’s son will soon lose access to gender-affirming care in the state of Indiana.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY TIFFANY ERK

Mom worries about fi�nding care for transgender son

Evan Chandler Ball State University

See TRANSGENDER, Page 3A

MUNCIE – Jeff� Helm, new chief ex-
ecutive offi�cer at the Youth Opportuni-
ty Center, runs an institution that has
always been conditioned to meet the
needs of people crisis.

Children who are distraught.
plagued by anxiety and suff�ering from
social dysfunction has been a focus,
caring for the bullied as well as bullies.
But it’s diff�erent now.

Since the pandemic, the emotional
problems faced by children are deeper,
resolutions harder to come by and
fi�nding people willing to take on the
task of working with troubled kids is
more diffi�cult. The YOC is changing to
meet the tougher landscape of juvenile
development after COVID-19 and the
unique challenges in the culture.

“We’re recovering from all the
things made worse by the pandemic,”
said Helm, who is the new CEO, mov-
ing into the post that had long been
held by Rick Rowray, who remains the
senior administrator at YOC. 

Rowray will seek new funding
sources to provide increases in sala-
ries for staff� members who work di-
rectly with children while Helm over-
sees the day-to-day operations.

There has been an increase in sui-
cidal ideation, Helm said, where young
individuals think about and possibly
consider suicide. Those thoughts can
come with self-harming behaviors.
Children are lashing out, he said.

“There is so much going on inside of
them,” Helm said. And many don’t
have to tools to express themselves.

There are 50 children in the residen-
tial program at the YOC. The children
are placed there by a court through the
Indiana Department of Child Services.
The YOC also operates a juvenile deten-
tion center on behalf of Delaware
County and surrounding counties.

Organizations that work to help
children are all having to deal with the
repercussions of COVID-19 and its 

YOC
expanding
programs 
Group’s mission to help
children in need grows

David Penticuff
Muncie Star Press I USA TODAY NETWORK

See YOC, Page 2A

MUNCIE – The city of Muncie touted
the City View Homes aff�ordable housing
project this week as a groundbreaking
ceremony was held at the site of one of
the townhomes that will feature multi-
ple dwellings at 1500 E. Eighth St.

City View is a mixture of single-fam-
ily homes and townhouses being built
on single lots across central and south
Muncie. The aff�ordable housing project
has a rent-to-own component that orig-
inally included 45 houses. The develop-

er is Pivotal Home Solutions, which had
been known as Miller Valentine.

Pivotal is providing “workforce hous-
ing” for people at scattered sites in the
city in two diff�erent developments. The
total investment in City View 1 is $11.15
million. City View 2 represents a $12
million investment in the city’s housing.

Pivotal is building 21 two-bedroom
townhomes, nine three-bedroom town-
homes, 15 three-bedroom single-family
homes, six four-bedroom townhomes,
and 10 four-bedroom single-family
homes for a total of 61 dwellings.

The houses are located in the south

and central parts of the city. The proper-
ties are considered “workforce hous-
ing,” with residents given the ability to
purchase the properties after leasing at
below-market rates for 15 years.

The city is providing 10-year tax
abatements for the homes, the fi�rst of
which are expected to be completed by
September.

Work has already started on building
the single family homes. CPM Construc-
tion, based in Indianapolis, is oversee-
ing the work.

Muncie breaks ground on City View aff�ordable housing
David Penticuff
Muncie Star Press I USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOUSING, Page 2A

Officials from the city and the groups
developing City View Homes in Muncie
break ground for a planned affordable
housing development at 1500 E. Eighth
St. in Industry Neighborhood
Wednesday. DAVID PENTICUFF/STAR PRESS


