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BOONVILLE −� In many ways, Silas Guess is just an average 10-year-old

boy. h A fourth-grader at Oakdale Elementary in Boonville, he loves

playing the video game Minecraft and drawing anything, especially

items from the diff�erent Minecraft worlds. When he’s not drawing, he’s

spends time with family and friends or reading Greek and Egyptian my-

thologies. h But around the spring of 2020, Silas kept getting sick. And

that April, he and his family got a diagnosis that changed everything.

h He was diagnosed with chronic pancreatitis, a rare disease in children.

About two out of every 100,000 kids get the diagnosis, according to the

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.

Silas Guess, left, hugs his
mother Brandie Roca-Guess,
right, as they celebrate his
last day of school at Oakdale
Elementary School in
Boonville on March 8. Guess
was having a pizza party with
his classmates before heading
to Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital for a TPIAT- Total
Pancreatectomy with Islet
Auto Transplantation where
he will spend 10 -14 weeks in
recovery.
MACABE BROWN/COURIER & PRESS

With major
surgery

behind him,
boy fi�ghts rare

condition

‘It’s been a
very long road’

Rayonna Burton-Jernigan 
Evansville Courier & Press 
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EVANSVILLE – The Barrel House
restaurant closed its doors after a rel-
atively brief stint, but you can still get
many of your favorite Barrel House

dishes. Here’s how.

Closing was just a 
business decision

It caused a big uproar in the dining
community when the Barrel House
closed last January after completely

remodeling the former Mattingly’s 23
building and then being open for only
about six months. 

Owners Chris and Sandy Brown
also own Cool Breeze Vapor, Chasers
Bar & Grill on Franklin Street and oth-
er commercial properties, and, ac-
cording to Sandy, Chris thought that

selling the building was simply a busi-
ness decision that made the most
sense at that time. Parts of the busi-
ness still exist under the Barrel House
name.

Barrel House lives on as a food truck. Here’s what to know.
Aimee Blume
Evansville Courier & Press
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