
BOOK CONG CO-INCHARGE
FOR PM JIBE: KOTA COURT
Kota: A court here on Saturday
directed the Superintendent of
Police (City) to be present
before it on May 23 with a copy
of FIR against Rajasthan
Congress co-incharge
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa for
his remarks on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi or face contempt
of court.

CBI CHARGESHEETS
TYTLER IN 1984 CASE 
New Delhi: The CBI on
Saturday filed chargesheet
against Congress�s Jagdish
Tytler in connection with Pul
Bangash Gurudwara fire case, in
1984 anti-Sikh riots. Last
month, Tytler moved the CBI
court and gave samples of his
voice, in connection with the Pul
Bangash Gurdwara case. P4

INDIAN ARMY RESCUES 500
TOURISTS FROM SIKKIM
Gangtok: The Indian Army
rescued 500 stranded tourists,
including 54 children, from
north Sikkim as torrential rain in
parts of the Himalayan state
caused landslides and
roadblocks, a defence official
said on Saturday.Heavy rain was
witnessed in Lachen, Lachung
and Chungthang on Friday.

4 PAKISTANI DRONES
INTERCEPTED, 3 DOWNED
Jalandhar: The BSF intercepted
four Pakistani drones and shot
down three of them along the
Border in Punjab in 4 different
incidents in over 24 hours.

CAPSULE

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

In a major development on
Saturday, the IAF has

grounded the entire fleet of
ageing MiG-21 fighter jets till
investigations into the causes
behind the crash of a Mig-21 in
Rajasthan on May 8 are com-
pleted. Three persons on
ground were killed when the
debris of the ill-fated aircraft
fell on their home. At present,
more than 70 to 80 MiG-21s
are operational.

The Russian made MiG-
21s were inducted into the

IAF in 1963 and till now near-
ly 400 accidents have taken
place involving this aircraft.
Around 200 pilots have been
killed in these crashes.

In fact, the planes acquired
the dubious nickname of
“Flying Coffin” due to its
alarming safety record.  The
IAF has over the years been
phasing out MiG-21 which at
one point of time numbered

874 and formed the
mainstay of the country’s
air defence.  

Incidentally, Russia
and the erstwhile Soviet
Union stopped flying the
MiG-21s, besides
Bangladesh and
Afghanistan.

The IAF last year
finalised a timeline of

three years to phase out the
remaining MiG-21 fighter
squadrons. One squadron has
18-20 fighter jets.

In February 2021, the gov-
ernment sealed a ̀ 48,000 crore
deal with Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
for the procurement of 83
Tejas jets. The IAF has already
procured 36 Rafale jets to
enhance its combat capabilities. 

The Air Force is also in the
process of acquiring 114
Medium Role Fighter Aircraft.

Last year in September,
the No. 51 squadron based in
Srinagar was number plated,
which in IAF parlance means
that the squadron was retired
from service. The squadron
became a household name
when one of its pilots, Wing
Commander (now Gr Captain)
Abhinandan Varthaman, who
was awarded Vir Chakra, shot
down a Pakistani F-16 during
a dogfight over the LoC on
February 27, 2019.

The aerial battle took place
a day after IAF bombed a ter-
ror facility in Pakistan’s Balakot.
Three remaining squadrons
will follow suit over the next
three years.

Raj crash last nail in MiG-21 coffin

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI

The Congress on Saturday
turned its Karnataka swear-

ing-in ceremony into a show of
strength and Opposition unity
with six Chief Ministers, top
Opposition leaders attending
the event where K
Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar took oath as Chief
Minister and Deputy CM,
along with eight others in the
presence of Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. Sonia
Gandhi skipped the event due
to health conditions.

The AAP, however, was
not invited and so were K
Chandrasekhar Rao’s Bharat
Rashtra Samithi, Jagan Mohan

Reddy’s YSRCP and Naveen
Patnaik’s BJD.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar,
tweeting, “Congratulations to
Siddaramaiah Ji on taking oath
as Karnataka CM and DK
Shivakumar Ji on taking oath as
Deputy CM. My best wishes for
a fruitful tenure.”

Karnataka Governor
Thawarchand Gehlot admin-
istered the oath of office and
secrecy to the elected repre-
sentatives at the swearing-in
ceremony at Bengaluru’s
Kanteerava Stadium.

Apart from Chief Ministers
of three Congress-ruled States
— Ashok Gehlot (Rajasthan),
Bhupesh Baghel (Chhattisgarh)

and Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu
(Himachal Pradesh) — Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar, his Tamil
Nadu counterpart MK Stalin
and Jharkhand counterpart
Hemant Soren attended the
event. 

In its maiden Cabinet
meet, the Congress-led
Government accorded “in-
principle” approval to imple-
ment the Congress’s five guar-
antees and initial estimates
indicate it would cost the
exchequer ̀ 50,000 crore a year.

“It’s agreed upon. We will
not go back (on the promises),”
the Chief Minister said, adding,
the assurances would be ful-
filled notwithstanding financial
implications, if any.

Continued on Page 2

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddarmaiah, Deputy CM DK Shivakumar, AICC president Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren, Himachal
Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Sukhu during the oath ceremony of the Karnataka Government in Bengaluru on Saturday PTI 

Entire fleet grounded
till probe into May 8
accident concludes 

K�taka oath show of strength;
dole OK�d in 1st Cabinet meet 

Quad stands for global good: Modi
RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The bitter tussle between
the Modi Government at

the Centre and the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Delhi
Government has again reached
the Supreme Court as the
Centre sought a review of its
judgment that gave the City
Government absolute power
over “services” matter. 

The review petition was
filed on Friday, the same day
when an ordinance was passed
by the Centre introducing a the
National Capital Service
Authority. The review peti-
tion, submitted by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
the judgment “suffers from
errors apparent on the face of
the record and fails to consid-
er the case submitted by the
review petitioner”. 

“A Union Territory is a
mere extension of the Union of
India and persons working in
Union Territories are working
in services and posts in con-
nection with the affairs of the
Union”, it said. The Centre
urged the apex court to permit
it to place on record and
address in open hearing, vari-
ous grounds for review.

The review petition said
the judgement ignores the fact
that the functioning of the
Government in the capital
“affects the nation as a whole”.

It said the judgment fur-
ther proceeds without appre-
ciating that the nominee of the
President, the Lieutenant
Governor or the Central
Government, both are also
“manifestations of democracy”
when compared to the elected
government of Delhi. 

Continued on Page 2

Centre urges SC 
to review Delhi
services verdict 

PNS/AGENCIES n NEW DELHI/
HIROSHIMA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday assured

that the Quad combine will
continue to make efforts
towards global good, welfare of
the people, prosperity and
peace.  He also said India will
be happy to host the next
Quad summit next year.

Underlining the key fea-
tures of the Quad grouping, he
also said it has emerged as a key
platform to ensure peace, sta-
bility and prosperity in the
Indo-Pacific region. 

“With united efforts, we are
giving practical dimension to
our vision for a free, open and
inclusive Indo-Pacific,” he said.

He made these observa-
tions while participating in
the Quad summit in
Hiroshima. The Indo-Pacific
region is an “engine” of global
trade, innovation and devel-
opment and its success and
security are important for the
whole world, Modi said.

Modi also said the Quad’s
“positive cooperation is grow-
ing” in key areas such as strate-
gic technologies, reliable sup-
ply chains, health security,
maritime security and counter-

terrorism. 
In another event while

addressing a session of the G-
7 in Hiroshima, Modi on
Saturday for building an inclu-
sive food system.  He also cau-
tioned against the “expansion-
ist mentality” occupying the
fertiliser resources. He also
backed democratisation of
technology, saying it can
become a bridge between
development and democracy.
There is a need to focus on the
holistic use of natural resources
and the development model
inspired by consumerism has to
be changed, Modi said.

US President Joe Biden
said the Quad has always
favours a free, open and secure
Indo-Pacific region. These
remarks came against the

backdrop of China flexing its
muscles in the strategically
important Indo-Pacific.

Australia was scheduled
to host the Quad summit on
May 24 but had to cancel the
high-profile event after Biden
called off his visit to Australia.

It was then decided to have
the summit in Hiroshima as the
four leaders, including Prime
Minister Modi, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida,
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and Biden
arrived there to attend the G-
7 meeting. 

Incidentally, Australia will
for the first time hold the
Malabar series of maritime
drills of the Quad nations in
August.  Moreover, India has
been invited to take part in the

biennial tri-service multination
exercise ‘Talisman Sabre’ there.

Biden said people will look
at this Quad 20-30 years from
now and say change is dynam-
ic not only in the region but the
world.  He also said the group-
ing has made enormous
progress in the last two years.

Albanese said the Quad
stood for an open, stable,
secure and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region.  

“The global fertiliser sup-
ply chains have to be strength-
ened. Political obstacles in this
have to be removed. And the
expansionist mentality that is
occupying the fertilizer
resources has to be stopped.
This should be the purpose of
our cooperation,” Modi said at
the G7 summit. The prime
minister, however, did not
name any country.

The group of seven (G7),
comprising the US, France,
the UK, Italy, Germany,
Canada and Japan, represent
the world’s richest democracies.
Under its G7 presidency, Japan
invited India and seven other
countries to the summit.

Prime Minister Modi also
noted that the model of devel-
opment should pave the way
for welfare and not become a
hindrance to the progress of
developing countries.

“I am confident that our
discussions today will be use-
ful in creating an important
link between the agenda of the
G20 and the G7. And will be
successful in prioritising the
hopes and expectations of the
Global South,” he said.

US President Joe Biden, from left, Australia�s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese,
Japan�s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and India�s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hold a Quad meeting on the sidelines of the G7 summit, at the Grand Prince Hotel
in Hiroshima, western Japan on Saturday AP/PTI

Will do our best to resolve
conflict: PM to Zelenskyy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyi during
a meeting, at the G-7 Summit in Hiroshima, Japan on Saturday         PTI 

Kejriwal: Ordinance
a contempt of SC,
will challenge it  
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on

Saturday claimed the Centre’s
ordinance on services matters
is a direct contempt of the
Supreme Court ruling, and
said the Delhi Government
will move the SC against the
ordinance. 

However, the BJP defend-
ed the move alleging the
Kejriwal Government is
“intimidating” officers and
“misusing” its powers after the
SC verdict.  

Kejriwal also questioned
the timing of the controversial
ordinance, pointing out that it
was promulgated by the
President just hours after the
apex court shut for vacation.

Continued on Page 2

PNS/AGENCIES n NEW DELHI/
HIROSHIMA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday assured

Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy that India will do its
best to find a peaceful solution
to end the conflict which he
described as “an issue of
humanity and human values.”

The two leaders met for the
first time in person in
Hiroshima on the sidelines of
the G-7 summit. 

“The war in Ukraine is a
huge issue for the entire world.

It affected the world in sever-
al ways, but I don’t consider it
a political or economic issue. It
is, for me, an issue of human-
ity, and human values. You
know the suffering of war bet-
ter than all of us. When our
children returned from
Ukraine last year and narrated
the circumstances there, I could
understand the anguish of your
citizens very well. I assure you
that India, and I personally,
would definitely do whatever is
in our capacity to resolve this
situation,” Modi told Zelenskyy.

Continued on Page 2

PM also stresses
secure Indo-Pacific,
democratisation of
technology, and
global food security  
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T
he iconic Chandni Chowk in
Old Delhi does not need an
introduction. The pulsating
heart of the national Capital,

with its oldest and busiest market

bustling with life, was at one point of

time etched on the visitors’ memory for

its magnificent royal havelis. But as

Delhi grew bigger and bigger with the

modern world attractions, these her-

itage havelis gradually went into obliv-

ion, even losing due upkeep, much to

the chagrin of the lovers of culture and

tradition. However, of late, these havelis

are witnessing the return of their

“achchhe din”, and the credit goes to a

few intrepid fighters on the mission to

restore their lost glory.Golden Haveli is one such haveli

that has become the centre of attraction

for people in Chandni Chowk. Right in

front of the Red Fort, passing through

Jain Temple and near Gauri Shankar

Temple, you enter Dariba Bazar. Gali

Anar is located at one corner of this

bustling market with small streets.

The Golden Haveli, established in

this Gali Anar, makes tourists see the

grandeur and beauty of Mughal archi-

tecture. Some time ago this haveli was

in a dilapidated condition. Vijay Goel,

convener of Heritage India Foundation

and former Union Minister, took it

upon himself to restore this heritage

haveli. Goel is a heritage lover and well

versed with the culture and civilisation

of India.
Earlier, he had preserved another

haveli in Dharampura of Chandni

Chowk and given it a new look. This

erstwhile conservation work of Goel

received the UNESCO Asia Pacific

Award for Cultural  Heritage

Conservation.
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Spread over 200 square yards, the

Golden Haveli is a three-storied build-

ing. In the middle of this haveli there

is a huge courtyard 18’6 by 14’. Rooms

are built around this courtyard. This

haveli is open from three sides, so that

there can be enough movement of fresh

air. It has a total of 12 rooms and a

restaurant. There is a small under-

ground cellar in its southern part.

Small bricks, known as Lakhori

bricks, have been used in the construc-

tion of this mansion. In addition to this,

mud and lime mortar, lime plaster,

wooden joints and planks, sandstone

slabs and lime and concrete floors have

been used in this haveli.Doors and windows of the haveli

are made of Teak, Sal and Sheesham

wood. The use of colored glass in the

windows makes it more attractive. The

walls have been lime plastered and fin-

ished with a very fine lime wash. Red

sandstone, green coloured doors,

Mughal style carvings add to the beau-

ty of this mansion.
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The plot for this haveli was pur-

chased by Lala Nemchand Kapurchand

in 1906. He was a prominent business-

man with multiple business interests.

His forefathers came to Delhi during

the time of Aurangzeb. Kapurchand

rebuilt this haveli in 1911. This was the

historic year in which the capital of the

British rule in India was shifted from

Calcutta to Delhi. Since then this

haveli is known for its unique identity

in Chandni Chowk. It was originally

designed to have a mixed-use pattern

i.e. both residential and commercial.

However, in the 1970s and 80s, some

new construction works were added to

it. Thereafter, its condition kept getting

worse over time.
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The floral carvings and green

coloured wooden doors add to its

beauty as soon as you enter the haveli.

The floral decorations and motifs are

carved on the yellow sandstone, which

gives the building an impressive look.

The interior of the haveli visible from

the courtyard is decorated with features

such as glass panes, red sandstone

brackets and wooden purlin
ing onto the b l

co work at the key points of the arch-

es. The interiors of the rooms are main-

ly decorated depending on the utility of

these rooms.
The ground floor has arches over

ornamental stone pillars. Due to the

prominence of the golden colour, this

haveli has been christened `Golden

Haveli’.  The terrace of the haveli is its

prime attraction. From the terrace one

can see the prominent heritage build-

ings of Chandni Chowk. On one side

the ramparts of the Red Fort are visi-

ble, and on the other side the minarets

of the Jama Masjid.The beholder gets thrilled to see the

Shikhar Kalash of the famous G

Shankar temple thtem l

ings and prepare strategies with his

trusted local people in the neighbour-

hoods of Chandni Chowk. Gandhi

used to hold these meetings regularly

at many places including Marwari

Library and Hakim Ajmal Khan’s resi-

dence.
A room in the Golden Haveli has

been dedicated especially to Mahatma

Gandhi, cherishing his memories in the

area. Gandhi’s spinning wheel, his

autobiography and other books are kept

in this room.
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went to all the three floors of the haveli

and looked closely at its rooms.
Later on, Jaishankar enjoyed the pre-

sentation of Kathak dance and the deli-

cious cuisine of Chandni Chowk. He said

conservation of such havelis is necessary

due to the G-20 event, as a large num-

ber of foreign guests will also come to

Chandni Chowk. Tourists coming to the

Golden Haveli are getting acquainted

with the ancient heritage of India on the

one hand, while on the other hand they

are enjoying traditional music and dance

amidst delicious dishes.
��	���	
��	�����������������	����

�������	��
The convener of Heritage India

Foundation, Vijay Goel, who has a keen

interest in heritage conservation, while

telling about the development journey of

Golden Haveli, says the proposal for con-

servation of Haveli came to him a few years

back. “Since I am interested in preserving

heritage I immediately set out to prepare

an aid and protection report for it

restoration. Since this hav li
idated c d
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FROM DUSTY RUINS TO PRISTINE GLORY
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