
The Indian Air Force has grounded the entire fleet 
of the fighter aircraft as a precautionary measure 
following the recent MIG-21 crash over Rajasthan

IAF looks to Induct IndIgenous AIrcrAFt
■ IAF has 31 combat aircraft squadrons including three of MiG-21 Bison. MiG-

21 was first inducted in 1963. Around 800 MiGs have been in service
■ The Indian Air Force is currently looking to induct indigenous aircraft, 

including the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Mark 1A and LCA Mark 2 
along with the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft

PhAseout to comPlete by eArly 2025
“All the MiG squadrons have been asked to ground the fighters for one-time 
check to obviate any chance of snag,” sources said. There are only three MiG-21 
squadrons operating in the IAF and all of them are going to be phased out by 
early 2025. On May 8, a MiG-21 Bison fighter aircraft crashed into a house in 
Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan, killing three civilians

IndIan aIr Force grounds the entIre 
Fleet oF MIg-21 aMId spate oF crashes 1963

When the russIan desIgned FIghter jet 
Was Inducted Into IndIan aIr Force
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Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi-Vadra and Mallikarjun Kharge with Tejashwi Yadav, Sukhvinder Singh Sukhi, 
Ashok Gehlot, Nitish Kumar, D Raja, M K Stalin, Sitaram Yechury and Hemant Soren during the oath-taking ceremony of 
Siddaramaiah and D K Shivakumar, at Kanteerava Stadium in Bengaluru on Saturday |  shashIdhar Byrappa

Siddu, DKS take oath;  
5 guarantees approved
Eight others minister sworn in; 20 more to be inducted next week
d e v a r a j  B  h I r e h a l l I  @ Bengaluru

After five long years, Con-
gress got back the reins of  Kar-
nataka’s governance as Con-
gress Legislature Party leader 
Siddaramaiah and KPCC presi-
dent D K Shivakumar were 
sworn in as Chief  Minister and 
Deputy Chief  Minister, respec-
tively, along with eight cabinet 
ministers on Saturday at the 
Sri Kanteerava Stadium here.

this is the second time Sid-
daramaiah was sworn in as CM 
after 2013 when he completed a 
full five-year term in 2018. Im-
mediately after the ceremony, 
Siddaramaiah held the first 
cabinet meeting wherein the 
implementation of  five guaran-
tees announced by the party 
high command during the poll 
campaign were approved. 

the five guarantees are  
Gruha Jyothi (200 units free 
electricity to every household); 
Gruha Lakshmi (`2,000 to every 
woman head of  a family); Anna 
Bhagya (10 kg foodgrains to 

every member of  BPL families 
each month; Yuva Nidhi (`3,000 
to unemployed graduates and 
`1,500 to unemployed diploma-
holders for two years in the 
age-group of  18-25); and Shakti 
(free travel in state corporation 
buses for women). 

the eight ministers who took 
oath of  office are Dr G Para-
meshwara, K H Muniyappa,  
K J George, M B Patil, Satish 
Jarkiholi, Priyank Kharge, 
ramalinga reddy and B Z 
Zameer Ahmed Khan. 

the portfolios for the new 
ministers, however, would be 
allotted soon. Besides, at least 
20 more MLAs will be inducted 
next week, after which three 
more will be added to consti-
tute a 33-member-strong Coun-

cil of  ministers.
Siddaramaiah and Shivaku-

mar are likely to visit the party 
high command in New Delhi 
again on or after Wednesday — 
after the conclusion of  a three-
day Assembly session that com-
mences on Monday, according 
to sources. the Delhi visit is ex-
pected to work out the tricky 
modalities of  choosing the 
MLAs for the remaining 23 
ministerial berths, excluding 
the Speaker’s post.

the gala event at Sri Kan-
teerava Stadium was attended 
by senior national Congress 
leaders, including former AICC 
President rahul Gandhi, Priya-
nka Gandhi Vadra, AICC presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and 
other top leaders. 

opposition showcases unity ahead of 2024 polls
The ceremony turned into a platform for a show of Opposition 
unity. Those on the dais included Sharad Pawar, M K Stalin, Nitish 
Kumar, Tejashwi Yadav, Hemant Soren, Jayant Chaudhary, Sitaram 
Yechury, D Raja, Farooq Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti | P9

Will do my best to end Ukraine war: PM
y e s h I  s e l I  @ New Delhi

PrIMe Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday assured 
Ukrainian President Volo-
domyr Zelenskyy he personally 
will do everything within his 
means to end the war with rus-
sia, during their bilateral meet-
ing in Hiroshima on the side-
lines of  the G7 summit.

“It’s a humanitarian crisis 
for me rather than a political 
one. When the 22,000 Indian 
students  retur ned from 
Ukraine (for which we are 
grateful to the President) last 
year, they described what it 
meant to be in a conflict zone. 
India and myself  in particular 
will do everything possible to 
find a resolution to the situa-

tion,’’ Modi told Zelenskky. He 
also assured Ukraine of  contin-
ued humanitarian assistance.

this was their first in-person 
meeting after russia invaded 
Ukraine on february 24, 2022. 
foreign minister S Jaishankar 
and National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval were part of  the 
group led by Modi that inter-
acted with Zelenskyy. 

“Had a meeting with PM 
Modi and I invited India to join 
the Ukrainian Peace formula. 
I also spoke about Ukrainians’ 
need for mobile hospitals and 
thanked India for supporting 
our country’s territorial integ-
rity and for providing humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine,’’ said Ze-
lenskyy. He also invited Modi to 
visit Ukraine.

day after ordinance, centre seeks 
review of sc ruling on delhi babus
s h r u t I  K a K K a r  @ New Delhi

tHe Centre on Saturday moved 
the Supreme Court seeking a 
review of  its recent verdict 
granting the AAP government 
control over officials posted 
in the national capital, 
except those related to 
land, public order and 
the police. 

On friday, the Cen-
tre had promulgated 
the GNCtD Amend-
ment Ordinance 2023, 
which in effect negated the Su-
preme Court order and restored 
the Union government’s con-
trol over officials in Delhi.

Seeking an open hearing of  
its review plea, the Centre said 
the SC ruling effectively as-

signs Delhi the status of  a full-
fledged state by giving it legis-
lative competence over most of  
the entries in State List and 
Concurrent list.

Contending that the SC rul-
ing suffers from errors appar-

ent on the face of  it, Cen-
tre said in its plea: “the 
ruling substantially di-
lutes the powers of  LG 
as Administrator of  Ut, 
Delhi whereby the role 

of  LG in the capacity of  
the Administrator has now 

been confined to only entries 
relating to land, police and pub-
lic order in State List which in 
effect takes away the authority 
of  President to administer a 
Ut and virtually renders Arti-
cle 239 otiose,” the Centre’s ap-

peal contended. 
“(It) creates an anomaly, 

wherein by upholding that by 
virtue of  Article 239AA the 
Parliament undeniably enjoys 
legislative supremacy, yet the 
council of  ministers of  GNCtD 
would now enjoy the executive 
supremacy, which effectively 
means that as regards the ex-
ecutive powers, Delhi despite 
being a Union territory, and 
thus not a full-fledged State, 
has been elevated to the status 
of  a State, which is in the teeth 
of  the nine-judge judgment,” 
the appeal said. 

the judgment authored by 
Chief  Justice of  India D Y 
Chandrachud said the L-G is 
bound by the aid and advice of  
the NCt government. 
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WIth thIs Issue

15 tn tribal 
school kids 
crack tough 
JEE (main)
s u B a s h I n I  v I j a y a K u M a r 
@ Chennai

fOr many tribal students 
in tamil Nadu, getting 
good education would 
mean walking long distanc-
es to reach schools or stay-
ing away from their fami-
l i e s  f o r  m o n t h s  i n 
residential schools. Lack 
of  access to internet facili-
ties and mobile network 

a n d  ch a l -
lenging so-
cio-econom-
ic conditions 
are the other 
factors that 
would weigh 
them down. 
B u t  ove r-
c o m i n g 
these chal-
lenges,  15 
s t u d e n t s 
from tN’s 
e k l a v y a 
Model resi-
d e n t i a l 
School  in 
C h e n n a i 

have cleared the highly 
competitive Joint entrance 
examination (Main) exam 
and are now preparing for 
Jee (Advanced).  

the students, who have 
cleared the first hurdle for 
a place in premier institu-
tions such as IIts and NIts, 
have set an example for 
other students from remote 
areas. r Hariharan, who 
scored 81.33% in Jee 
(Main), was a student of  
eMrS at Sengarai in Kolli 
Hills in Namakkal.    P9
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