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Kolkata, May 20: The Indian Army res-
cued nearly 500 tourists stranded due to
landslides that blocked roads in Sikkim
after a heavy torrential rain on Friday.
Lachen, Lachung and Chungthang in
North Sikkim witnessed the massive
downpour. 
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ARMY SAVES 500 TOURISTS
IN SIKKIM AFTER LANDSLIDES

New Delhi, May 20: The Indian Air Force
(IAF) has temporarily grounded its fleet of
around 50 MiG-21 fighter aircraft follow-
ing the crash of one of the jets in
Rajasthan’s Hanumangarh nearly two
weeks ago, people familiar with the matter
said on Saturday.  Three persons were
killed after the crash on May 8. — PTI

IAF TEMPORARILY GROUNDS
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Siddaramaiah was sworn
in as Karnataka Chief
Minister for the second
term on Saturday, along
with state Congress presi-
dent D.K. Shivakumar as
deputy chief minister and
eight legislators as minis-
ters on Saturday. 

Addressing a press meet
after the swearing in, he
said that an in-principle
approval was given to
implement the five guaran-
tees made to voters 
and orders to implement
them will be issued after
studying financial implica-
tions. 

Prominent among the
numerous assurances

include 200 units of free
power supply to every
household under ‘Gruha
Jyothi’ scheme, `2,000
monthly direct transfer to
the female head of the fam-
ily under ‘Gruha Lakshmi,’
free KSRTC bus travel for
women, `3,000 unemploy-
ment allowance for degree
holders, `1,500 for diploma
holders and ‘Anna Bhagya’

to distribute 10 kg of rice to
the each member of the
family. 

Speaking after the minis-
ters were sworn in,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi declared the party
“doesn’t make false
promises”. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday evening
participated in the Quad
Summit along with US
President Joe Biden,
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese during
which — in a thinly-veiled
message aimed at Chinese
military assertiveness —
the four leaders declared
that the four-nation Quad
“seeks a region where no
country dominates and no
country is dominated —
one where all countries are
free from coercion, and can
exercise their agency to
determine their futures”
and that “our four coun-
tries are united by this
shared vision”.

In a bid to tackle Chinese
economic clout in the
region and in another
veiled jibe at Beijing, the
Quad nation leaders
announced a slew of mea-

sures including continuing
infrastructure support to
countries in the Indo-
Pacific region “without
imposing unsustainable
debt burdens”.  

The Summit also decided
on “evolution of our Quad
Vaccine Partnership into a
broader Quad Health
Security Partnership” to
“strengthen our coordina-
tion and collaboration in
support of health security

in the Indo-Pacific”. They
also “announced a Clean
Energy Supply Chains ini-
tiative designed to acceler-
ate the Indo-Pacific’s clean
energy transition”. 

PM Modi invited Quad
leaders to India for the
next summit in 2024.
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Quad targets China
on free Indo-Pacific
Modi invites leaders for 2024 Quad meet in India
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Chief Minister K. Chand-
rashekar Rao on Saturday
termed the upcoming 21-
day celebrations to mark
the 10th State Formation
Day a celebration for the
people and not just a gov-
ernment event. He called
upon all citizens to partici-
pate in the celebrations
starting on June 2.

In this regard, the Chief
Minister held a review
meeting and instructed all
departments concerned to
hold the TS Formation
Dasabdi celebrations from
the village level to the state
level.

Chandrashekar Rao said
that the Dasabdi event is a
milestone in Telangana
State’s history and said
people must participate in
the celebrations to high-
light the development that
has taken place in the state
over the past decade.

“In the erstwhile united
Andhra Pradesh, thou-
sands of villages witnessed
lack of power supply and
villagers suffered due to
power interruption in
rural areas. After forming
Telangana state, the gov-

ernment provides round-
the-clock power supply
without any interruption,”
the Chief Minister said. 

“Similarly, the govern-
ment has given top priori-
ty to agriculture, welfare,
irrigation, drinking water,
education, medical and
health, and other sectors.
By utilising the services of
televisions and other digi-
tal media, officials must
take measures to explain
the development of
Telangana state and the
celebrations should take
place from the village level
to the state capital,
Hyderabad, with the
involvement of every citi-
zen,” Chandrashekar Rao
said. 
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KCR: Celebrate TS’
10th Formation Day

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with US President Joe
Biden, Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese at a Quad
meet during G7 summit in Hiroshima on Saturday. — AP

Sidda sworn in, to enforce 5 guarantees of Cong.

Siddaramaiah assumes
charge as CM. 
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