
Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at pjstar.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2023 | PJSTAR.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

WFEIHD-33333q
Volume 167 | No. 150
To subscribe 309-686-3161
©2023 $5.00

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only.

CALL TO BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Fully Customizable

Installed in as little as one day.

Less cleaning. More relaxing.

Showers in-stock and can expedite the process

Reasons to Choose Us

Comfort for Your Mind, Body and Soul

FREE 
SHOWER DOOR+

WITH ANY SHOWER

NO PAYMENTS 
Until 2024!

Seats, shelves, grab bars, and plumbing location can be customized for your needs
309-322-8439

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of May 1, 2023, and rates subject to change. Rates may change after the account 
is opened.

^Minimum deposit to open the account is $100,000 in new funds. Funds must originate from a financial institution other than Busey Bank. 
This is a tiered rate account, minimum balance of $100,000 is required to obtain the premium APY offered. Offer applies to personal 
accounts only and to those who reside in Illinois, Missouri, Florida or Indiana. Fees may reduce earnings. No fee for electronic statements; 
or $2.00 paper statement fee is charged per statement cycle. Ask your local Busey Bank associate for details, terms and current rates.

busey.com/premiumsavings  Member FDIC

PREMIUM SAVINGS ACCOUNT

4.00% APY
for balances over $100,000*^

PEORIA – For Scott and Karen Lewis,
the townhomes at 824 W. Moss Ave.
have been “a money suck.”

Scott Lewis Homes proposed the
eight-unit project in 2017. The venture
aimed to meld new construction with
the historic street’s old charm.

At the time, Scott Lewis noted the
lack of houses on the market and said,
“Surely we can fi�gure out some way to

make something work there.” 
Since then, plans have changed. 
Of the four townhomes constructed

so far, two remain unsold. Karen Lewis
told the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion they do not plan on constructing a
second building. 

“We tried to do the right thing and
take a nasty lot and do something beau-
tiful — and it’s cost us dearly to do that,”
Scott Lewis told the commission on May
11. The couple sought approval to use Unit
1 as a short-term rental — though it has
been operating as a rental previously.

‘A complex, interesting scenario’

While the city’s Development Review
Board initially recommended denial, it
will be recommending the unit be ap-
proved as a short-term rental at the May
23 City Council meeting. The Planning
and Zoning Commission also voted to
recommend approval.

Community Development Director
Joe Dulin said the city will sometimes
change its stance after learning more
from the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion or having further discussions with

the owners.
“We’re just trying to make sure that

everyone is on an even playing fi�eld
throughout the city,” Dulin said.

An initial point of contention at the
May 11 meeting was the amount of time
it took for the Lewises to apply for a
short-term rental special use permit.
According to the city’s staff�, the proper-
ty operated without a license since 2021
— despite receiving multiple warnings
and fi�nes.

Peoria builders say townhome project ‘cost us dearly’
Cassidy Waigand
Peoria Journal Star
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See TOWNHOMES, Page 2A

S
PRING BAY – A gravel pit used to sit in the unsuspecting, tiny fi�shing town of

Spring Bay. That site boasted enviable views of the Illinois River and the

sometimes-breathtaking shades of green that line the river bluff�. But to those

outside of the gravel business, it would have meant very little. h Yet, where

some saw a gravel pit, others saw opportunity — an opportunity to bring something to

the village of Spring Bay, the likes of which it had never seen before. The man to do it

was property developer Kim Blickenstaff�, a Spring Bay native and multimillionaire en-

trepreneur. h Behind the deep pockets of Blickenstaff�, that gravel pit became Sankoty

Lakes Resort, a place billed as the “largest development in the history of Spring Bay.” In

many ways, it still is. But the resort is also now the center of controversy. Not only is the

resort closed and listed for sale, but it is also the subject of an ugly lawsuit between

Blickenstaff� and the owner of the gravel pit. 

TOP: The sun shines through the
Sankoty Lakes Resort logo hanging at

the entrance to the shuttered
property in Spring Bay. The property

is listed as for sale and is involved in a
lawsuit with developer Kim

Blickenstaff. MATT DAYHOFF/JOURNAL STAR

FROM ‘GODSEND’ TO CLOSED
Sankoty Lakes resort

in Spring Bay faces
uncertain future

JJ Bullock
Peoria Journal Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SANKOTY LAKES, Page 3A


