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NEW YORK — At the end of 
“The Searchers,” one of John 
Wayne’s most renowned West-
erns, a kidnapped girl has been 
rescued and a family reunited. 
As the closing music swells, 
Wayne’s character looks around 
at his kin — people who have 
other people to lean on — and 
then walks off toward the dusty 
West Texas horizon, lonesome 
and alone.

It’s a classic example of a fun-
damental American tall tale — 
that of a nation built on notions 
of individualism, a male-dom-
inated story filled with loners 
and “rugged individualists” who 
suck it up, do what needs to be 
done, ride off into the sunset and 

like it that way.
In reality, loneliness in Amer-

ica can be deadly. This month, 
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy declared it an American 
epidemic, saying that it takes as 
deadly a toll as smoking on the 
population of the United States. 
“Millions of people in America 
are struggling in the shadows,” 
he said, “and that’s not right.”

He cited some potent forces: 
the gradual withering of long-
standing institutions, decreased 
engagement with churches, the 
fraying bonds of extended fami-
lies. When you add recent stress-
ors — the rise of social media and 
virtual life, post-9/11 polariza-
tion and the way COVID-19 in-
terrupted existence — the chal-
lenge becomes even more stark.

People are lonely the world 
over. But as far back as the early 
19th century, when the word 
“loneliness” began to be used in 
its current context in American 
life, some were already asking 
the question: Do the contours 
of American society — that em-
phasis on individualism, that 
spreading out with impunity 
over a vast, sometimes outsized 
landscape — encourage isolation 
and alienation?

Or is that, like other chunks 
of the American story, a premise 
built on myths?

Alexis de Tocqueville, watch-
ing the country as an outsider 
while writing “Democracy in 
America” in the mid-1800s, 

American Dream convinces people loneliness is normal

WONG MAYE-E, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

People walk past an American flag inside the Oculus, part of the World Trade 
Center transportation hub, at the start of a work day Sept. 11, 2019, in New York.
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SPRINGFIELD — Illinois law-
makers will return to the Capitol 
next week after failing to pass a 
state budget before their sched-
uled adjournment date Friday, 
as top Democrats continued to 
haggle over final details. 

Though the party holds the 
governor’s office and super-
majorities in both the House 
and Senate, Democratic leaders 
were still working to smooth out 
last-minute hangups in a spend-
ing plan expected to exceed $50 
billion. The most notable chal-
lenge has been how to cover the 
skyrocketing cost of a program 
that provides health care for un-
documented immigrants over 
the age of 42.

“When we came to Springfield 
in January, we made it clear that 
our top priority was a fiscally re-
sponsible budget that prioritized 
hardworking Illinoisans. That 
continues to be true,” Senate 
President Don Harmon, D-Oak 
Park, and House Speaker Chris 
Welch, D-Hillside, wrote in a 
joint statement Friday evening. 
“Conversation is ongoing and 
negotiations are productive. We 
are committed to passing a good, 
balanced budget for the people 
of Illinois.”

“I am optimistic we will be 
able to bring all the planes in for 
a landing,” Harmon later added 
before the Senate adjourned.

Legislators’ May 19 adjourn-
ment date — though arbitrary — 
had been known for months. But 
a series of events over the past 
few months that added pressure 
on the spending and revenue 
sides have set lawmakers back.

On the spending side, law-
makers are attempting to find 

Lawmakers 
to return 
as talks 
continue

ILLINOIS BUDGET

Spending plan may 
exceed $50 billion
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ABOVE: Tessa Bowers, a 
freshman at Shelbyville 
High School, competes 
in the 4x800 meter 
relay on Saturday at the 
IHSA Girls State Track 
Meet at Eastern Illinois 
University in Charleston. 
See full coverage from 
the event at jg-tc.com.

RIGHT: Maisie Kull 
of Shelbyville High 
School placed ninth 
in the 300m hurdles 
on Saturday at the 
IHSA Girls State Track 
Meet at Eastern Illinois 
University in Charleston. 
CLAY JACKSON PHOTOS, 
JG-TC 
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