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Some Belleville City Council
members are alarmed at what’s
happening near the intersection
of West Main Street and North
Belt West.
Vacant and rundown build-

ings and strip malls are sur-
rounded by pothole-filled park-
ing lots with little or no land-
scaping, derelict signs and other
evidence of urban decay.
The problem was discussed by

aldermen and staff at a recent
Economic Development and
Annexation Committee meet-
ing. They determined that the

city needed to start the process
of creating a new tax-increment-
financing (TIF) district in the
area.
“We’re going to have to do

something extravagant with this
corridor,” said Johnnie Anthony,
alderman for Ward 4, which
includes Bellevue Park Plaza
strip mall on the northeast side

of the intersection.
Anthony pointed out that

many businesses in the area
have closed, most recently a
landmark McDonald’s
restaurant on West Main Street.
Spaces at Bellevue Park Plaza

and nearby shopping centers are
mostly filled with tenants, but
many don’t produce much sales-

tax revenue for the city, accord-
ing to Anthony.
“If we don’t do something to

enhance the businesses and the
buildings in this corridor, we’re
going to have a serious problem,
more than a serious problem, in
the next five or 10 years,” he
said.
Anthony called it a “cancer”

that could keep spreading.
Illinois law allows cities to

create TIF districts with special
funds for infrastructure im-
provements and economic in-
centives. As property values rise,
all or a portion of additional tax
revenue generated goes into the

Officials hope TIF district
can help shopping plaza
BY TERI MADDOX
tmaddox@bnd.com

SEE TIF DISTRICT, 4A

Square, which also features live
entertainment, food and drinks.
Metro-east residents Stephen

and Holly Thompson said they
like the opportunity to see art-
ists from across the country
without traveling far. They first
came to the region to work at
Scott Air Force Base and have

BELLEVILLE
Artists brought paintings,

crafts, photographs, sculpture
and jewelry to downtown Belle-
ville for the annual Art on the

been attending the community
event ever since.
On Saturday, the Thompsons

brought relatives who were
visiting from as far as California
to Art on the Square. They were
in town for graduations. “It’s a
free distraction for family,”
Holly Thompson said.

Artists have traveled just as
far, coming from 33 states in-
cluding California, Nevada,
New York and Massachusetts.
Local artists from the St. Louis
region, including Millstadt, also
have booths at this year’s event.
And local high school students’
work is on display in the lobby
of the Mathis, Marifian & Rich-
ter building.
Among the national artists’

works are photographs of live
tree frogs, glass sculptures of
miniature rock climbers and

JIMMY SIMMONS Special to the Belleville News-Democrat

Melody Land of Belleville looks through the Art Gallery of Adam Hoffman at the Art on the Square show Saturday.

It’s the last day for Belleville’s
Art on the Square
BY LEXI CORTES
acortes@bnd.com
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Editor’s note: Learn more
about the BND’s Metro-east
Restaurant Inspection
Database by visiting our user
guide. We give you tips for what
terms to search to find what
you’re looking for.
The Belleville News-Demo-

crat has added 190 health
code violations from April to
its Metro-east Restaurant
Inspection Database.
The database contains

health inspectors’ findings
from all of the inspections
they conducted since 2022 at
restaurants across St. Clair
County.
In April, inspectors cited 56

restaurants for a total of 190
health code violations. Most
of the cited restaurants had
one or two violations, but
inspectors uncovered as many
as 16 violations at a single
location.
Raw chicken in a dirty sink

was among their findings in
the last month.
The database now includes

348 restaurants.
Restaurants receive un-

announced, routine
inspections from the health
department two to three
times a year. The health de-
partment will also send in-
spectors to investigate a com-
plaint or to follow up on is-
sues they identified in a rou-
tine inspection.
The BND will continue

updating the database online
monthly at the link
bit.ly/StClairinspections, and
we’ll let you know when the
latest inspection results are

New St. Clair
County
restaurant
inspection
results
BY LEXI CORTES
acortes@bnd.com

SEE RESTAURANT, 6A

This story was originally pub-
lished by St. Louis Public Radio,
a BND content partner
After repeated calls by

Cahokia Heights residents for
relief from sewage and rain-
water flooding for years, repairs
to the city’s faulty system could
start by the end of the year.
“We’re gonna do our best to

get work done as quickly as we
can,” said Jim Nold, senior pro-
ject manager at Hurst Rosche,
the engineering firm designing
the project for the city. “We
realize that some of this stuff is
urgent and people are patiently
waiting for shovels to hit the
ground. So we’re gonna go as
fast as we can go.”
In the meantime, residents

may have to endure another
summer of sewage in their
homes and yards.

“You mean to tell me we’ve
got to deal with another year of
flooding like this?” said Yvette
Lyles, a longtime resident, who
lives near Piat Place, a neigh-
borhood that’s seen some of the
worst flooding. “A bunch of bull
coming up in the yard again and
then the house, the crawlspace
and pumping all of this raw
sewage out again until they’ve
actually started construction.”

Cahokia Heights sewer repairs
could begin this year
BY WILL BAUER
St. Louis Public Radio

DERIK HOLTMANN dholtmann@bnd.com

A ditch in front of a home on North 80th Street in Cahokia Heights
was overflowing after heavy rain earlier this year. Many residents are
skeptical after years of reporting issues and little being done.SEE SEWER REPAIRS, 6A


