
This year’s conditions: a mixed bag
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After 65 years on the Elk River cemetery board, 
Forrest Kreisher has decided to retire. Read 
about his service Monday at LMTRIBUNE.COM.
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By ANERI PATTANI
KFF HEALTH NEWS

Over the past two years, 
rural Greene County in 
northeastern Tennessee has 
collected more than $2.7 
million from regional and 
national settlements with 
opioid manufacturers and 
distributors. But instead of 
helping people harmed by 
addiction, county officials are 
finding other ways to spend it.

They have put $2.4 million 
toward paying off the county’s 
debt and have directed another 
$1 million arriving over more 
than a decade into a capital 
projects fund. In March, they 
appropriated $50,000 from 
that fund to buy a “litter crew 
vehicle” — a pickup truck 
to drive inmates to collect 
trash along county roads.

“It’s astounding,” said Nancy 
Schneck, a retired nurse who 
has seen addiction infiltrate 
the community, where employ-
ers avoid drug testing for fear 
of losing too many employees 
and mental health crises and 
homelessness are rampant. 
She wants to see the money 
go toward mental health and 
addiction treatment. Why can’t 
county leaders “see treating 
some people and maybe getting 
them out of this cycle might 
be advantageous?” she said.

A rural 
county’s 
choice 
Offi cials have to choose 
between using opioid 
settlement funds to pay 
off debt, or pay them 
forward to curb crisis

By ANDREW SELSKY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALEM, Ore. — Oregon has 
long been seen as a quirky 
state whose main city was 
satirized in a TV comedy, 
where rugged country folk 
and urban hipsters could get 
along and political differ-
ences could be settled over 
a pint or two of craft beer.

But with a Republican 
walkout in the Democrat-
controlled Oregon Senate in its 
third week, Oregonians these 
days are wistfully recalling 
“The Oregon Way,” when 
politicians of different stripes 
forged agreements for the 
common good. Famous exam-
ples include establishing the 
nation’s first recycling pro-
gram, ensuring public beach 
access for the entire coastline 
and limiting urban sprawl in a 
pioneering land-use program. 

A quarter-century ago, 
former Republican U.S. Sen. 
Gordon Smith and current 
Democratic U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden championed legisla-
tion together in Congress 
and even jointly appeared at 
town halls across the state, 
said Kerry Tymchuk, who 
was Gordon’s Oregon chief 
of staff back then. That spirit 
of cooperation was mirrored 
in the Legislature, he said.

Oregon GOP 
walkout points 
toward growing 
divide in state
‘The Oregon Way’ once 
meant bipartisan trust

> See DIVIDE, Page 5A

> See FUNDS, Page 4A
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Even though recent rains have 
disrupted spring planting and made 
it difficult for some farmers to get 
their crops in the ground, others 
fear a hot, dry summer lies ahead.

According to the Thursday issue 
of the U.S. Drought Monitor, most 
of north central Idaho is listed in 
the moderate drought range. Parts 
of Whitman and Asotin counties 
are listed as abnormally dry.

“We welcome the rain but we’re 
flirting with a countywide drought 
situation,” University of Idaho Nez 
Perce County Extension educator 
Doug Finkelnburg said last week.

“We’re right on the cusp 
(of drought) so we’re hop-
ing that these seasonal, timely 
rains will continue.”

Finkelnburg said the cold, dry 
weather this winter, especially in 
February, took a toll on the win-
ter wheat that was planted late 
last summer and it’s currently 
looking “tougher than usual.”

Ironically, the rains in April 
delayed many farmers from get-
ting out into the fields for spring 
planting. Although those in the 
lower elevations have mostly 
finished spring seeding by now, 
some farmers on the Camas Prairie 
and elsewhere may have to forego 

planting altogether, Finkelnburg 
said. Crop insurance guidelines 
set a deadline for how late a crop 
can be seeded to be eligible for 
the current year’s coverage.

“In the higher elevations and the 
Camas Prairie, that delay is prob-
ably going to translate into some 
people who are not going to put in 

a cash crop,” Finkelnburg said.
Audra Cochran, the exten-

sion educator for Lewis County, 
said farmers throughout the 
county were late getting into their 
fields “and there still is quite 
a bit of moisture up there.”

THIS YEAR’S FARMING CONDITIONS

A MIXED BAG

Austin Johnson/Tribune
A farmer kicks up dust as they work their fi eld Friday on the Camas Prairie, in a photo taken with a drone. A 
wet spring forced some farmers to wait before planting certain crops, and now there is a new worry: potential 
drought over the next several weeks.

Spring rain in the Inland Northwest delayed the planting of 
some crops — and yet, drought worries are now on the rise
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ABOVE: Farmer Brayden Osburn, of Clearwater Farms, applies herbicide 
to a crop on the Camas Prairie on Friday. BELOW: Green wheat is pictured 
growing Thursday south of Lewiston.

> See OUTLOOK, Page 3A


