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The Idaho State Board of
Education voted unanimously
Thursday to approve the Uni-
versity of Idaho’s plan to buy
the University of Phoenix for
$550 million — just one day
after the deal became public.
The State Board gave its ap-

proval at a special meeting with
nearly no public input or debate.

The University of Phoenix is a
predominantly online school
with about 85,000 students,
according to an FAQ page about
the acquisition on U of I’s web-
site. U of I plans to purchase the
university through a not-for-
profit entity it created called
NewU.
U of I President Scott Green

said at the meeting that the
University of Phoenix first ap-
proached Idaho’s land grant
university in March. State Board

President Linda Clark said the
members held three meetings
regarding the possible acquisi-
tion in executive session, mean-
ing the discussions were not
open to the public.
Green said a “very strict”

nondisclosure agreement pre-
vented university leadership
from publicly disclosing the bid.
“We didn’t go into this light-

heartedly,” Green told the State
Board. “The value proposition to
the state of Idaho is the opportu-

nity to enhance affordable on-
line education to the entire
state.”
Idaho’s deal came less than a

month after the University of
Arkansas System board of trust-
ees voted to reject a similar
measure to acquire the Uni-
versity of Phoenix, Inside High-
er Ed reported in April.
U of I acknowledged on its

website that the deal posed
“reputational issues,” even
noting that the University of

Phoenix “has been criticized,
and sued, for business decisions
leading to millions of dollars in
fines and punitive actions by
regulators.”
In 2019, the school had a

lawsuit settlement over
deceptive advertising that to-
taled $191 million.
The college once enrolled

over 450,000 students and had
physical locations across the
country, including in Meridian,
but those have mostly shuttered
as the school faced sharp de-
clines in enrollment. According
to a U.S. Department of
Education scorecard, the Uni-
versity of Phoenix has a gradua-
tion rate of just 27%, roughly
half the national average.
State Board member Kurt

State board approves U of I
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for some workers.
Speaking to a crowded room

in downtown Boise on Thurs-
day at JUMP (Jack’s Urban
Meeting Place), the mayor, who
was elected in 2019, also
touched on help for the police
and fire departments, as well as
transportation issues.
“We will keep this our oasis,

our safe and welcoming Boise
for everyone,” McLean said.

At her final State of the City
address before a contested
November election, Mayor
Lauren McLean touted her
work on affordable housing,
park protections, and funding
for businesses and residents
through tax rebates and grants

The mayor’s speech came as
the political season is
underway, and she faces a chal-
lenger to her political right:
Mike Masterson, a former Boise
police chief.
McLean’s address painted a

picture of a city at odds with
the state and national political
environment, which she said is
divisive and looks to “undo the
very bedrock of our civil socie-

ty.”

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN
BOISE
McLean emphasized the

city’s efforts to partner with
developers to build affordable
housing. By the end of the year,
she said the city will have
opened 250 new affordable
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Boise Mayor Lauren McLean delivers her State of the City address Thursday.

McLean says Boise will remain
‘our oasis’ at annual address
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There’s still no deal in place
for Congress and the White
House to avoid a catastrophic
default on the nation’s debt. But
even as talks continued going
into the weekend, one thing was
already clear: A lot of Repub-
licans and Democrats don’t like
the deal, whatever it is.
On the right, the House Free-

dom Caucus has called for an
end to negotiations over the
debt ceiling entirely, saying
“there should be no further
discussion” until the Senate acts
on a House bill that would raise
the borrowing limit while sharp-
ly cutting federal spending. On
the left, a growing coalition of
Senate Democrats are calling for
President Joe Biden to prepare
to invoke the 14th Amendment,
pushing for a unilateral – but
potentially risky – move that
would sidestep the close circle
of negotiators trying to hammer
out a compromise. House Dem-
ocrats are trying their own long-
shot bid to raise the debt ceiling
without spending cuts, circulat-
ing a petition that could force a
vote.
In the middle, negotiations

broke down for much of the day
on Friday, before resuming later

Lawmakers
already
dislike
emerging
debt ceiling
deal
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The owners of a senior home
on the Boise Bench have aban-
doned their efforts to turn the
home into multi-family apart-
ments. But the future of the
assisted living center is in doubt,
as its owners have said they are
losing millions operating it.
DiNapoli Capitol Partners, a

private-equity firm in Walnut
Creek, California, has been
trying to win approval to convert
Arbor Village, at 1093 S. Hilton

St., into apartments for the past
year.
At a series of hearings at the

Planning and Zoning
Commission and the Boise City
Council, city leaders have fret-
ted about how the closure would
affect 90 or so assisted living
residents, many of whom have
dementia or other disabilities.
The conversion would have

required a conditional use per-
mit, which gives city leaders
latitude to impose conditions on
a project. In the case of Arbor
Village, those conditions be-
came strict: six months of notice

required for residents to vacate;
a requirement that the owners
identify and pay for relocation
expenses to get residents into
new housing; and a requirement
that the company be responsible
for any higher difference in rent
for the former residents for
three years.
Council members also ex-

pressed concerns about reports
that the home was still accept-
ing new residents while it
sought to put the property to
different use, so they added

JONI AUDEN LAND

Arbor Village at Hillcrest, a senior living center in Boise, will not be
converted into apartments. But its future as an assisted living home is
in doubt.

Owner of Boise Bench senior home
pulls plug on redevelopment
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