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STATE CHAMPS
Williamsburg and Lisbon boys, Solon girls win team track titles, 1B

Deal includes ex-Collins
Road Hy-Vee, other buildings

By Trish Mehaffey, The Gazette

CEDAR RAPIDS— The
city and tenants of Lindale
Mall are optimistic the
northeast Cedar Rapids cen-
ter’s new owner will recruit

more businesses and make
improvements after two of
its longtime anchor tenants
closed four years ago and re-
main empty.

“While transitions like
this always cause a bit of
chaos and a lot of work for
local management, that team

City leaders, tenants rosy
on sale of Lindale Mall

By Brittney J. Miller, The Gazette

W
ith dirt crunching under
his feet, Max Chavez
trekked across his 10
acres of land, grasping
wooden stakes in his

hands. They were marked with his
handwriting: “Bell pepper” on one,

“green beans” on another. Every
few paces, he stuck a stake in the
soil —marking where his harvest
would sprout months later.

Chavez grew up farming inMexi-
co. Hemoved to California at 13 years
old, and then to Iowa in 1999. After
planting and pruning grapevines
around the state, he saved enough

money to rent land, growing toma-
toes, zucchini, peppers andmore.

When asked what it takes to
run his farm in Carlisle, named
Sunny Valley Vegetables, 55-year-
old Chavez had a quick response:
“Money.”

LOST IN TRANSLATION

Max Chavez, a farmer and immigrant from Mexico, surveys his land as he decides where to plant this year’s crops April 25 at his farmland in Carlisle. Chavez, along with many other immigrant
non-native English speakers in the agricultural and ranching community, has struggled to receive grants, loans and other funding opportunities. (Geoff Stellfox/The Gazette)

Federal funding is a vital resource, but immigrant producers face language, cultural obstacles to benefiting from it

How USDA barriers leave immigrant farmers and ranchers behind

By Madeline Heim, Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, and Keely Brewer, Daily
Memphian

Around 175 million tons
of freight travels on the Mis-
sissippi River each year, and
from the river’s headwaters
to southern Illinois, a series
of locks and dams guide barg-

es through the journey.
Traffic is only increas-

ing, but the locks and dams
have aged far past their life
expectancy. Even functioning
properly, they slow barges
down, and shippers and com-
modity groups fear a worse
infrastructure breakdown is
on the horizon.

“Is it a matter of if you
have a failure … or when you
have a failure?” said Mike
Steenhoek, executive direc-
tor of the Soy Transportation
Coalition.

Steenhoek likened the
system to a fire hydrant

Mississippi shipping infrastructure
is aging. Who should pay for repairs?
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Chronic Neck, Back and Leg Pain Relief.
Do you have numbness, tingling, weakness or pain in your
neck, back, arms or have shooting pain down your legs?

Chronic

Schedule a free phone consultation to discuss narcotic-free options: Online now at mercycare.org/pain, or (319) 398-6636 (choose option 4)


