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The Mini
Fiscal conservatism came to die in Woodbury County on May 16 when the 
Board of Supervisors voted to hire outside legal counsel at $100,000 per case.
—WILLIAM F. BURROWS, SIOUX CITY
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Everything in harmony
Siouxland Discovery Chorus keeps 
barbershop music alive.  LIVING D1 

State legislature
Nebraska lawmakers pass abortion ban.  STATE A2 
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MARÍA VERZA AND 
EDGAR H. CLEMENTE
 Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — Mexico is fl y-
ing migrants south away from the 
U.S. border and busing new arriv-
als away from its boundary with 
Guatemala to relieve pressure on 
its border cities.

In the week since Washington 
dropped pandemic-era restric-
tions on seeking asylum at its 
border, U.S. authorities report a 
dramatic drop in illegal crossing 
attempts. In Mexico, o�  cials are 
generally trying to keep migrants 
south away from that border, a 
strategy that could reduce cross-
ing temporarily, but experts say is 
not sustainable.

The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security reported Friday 
that in the week since the policy 
change, Border Patrol averaged 
4,000 encounters a day with peo-
ple crossing between ports of en-
try. That was down dramatically 
from the more than 10,000 daily 
average immediately before.

Between the migrants who 
rushed to cross the border in the 
days before the U.S. policy change 
and Mexico’s e� orts to move 
others to the country’s interior, 
shelters in northern border cities 
currently fi nd themselves below 
capacity.

FOSTER KLUG, ADAM SCHRECK, 
JOSH BOAK AND SUSIE BLANN
Associated Press  

HIROSHIMA, Japan — 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy arrived Saturday in 
Japan for talks with the lead-
ers of the world’s most pow-
erful democracies, a personal 
appearance meant to galvanize 
global attention as the nations 
ratcheted up pressure on Mos-
cow for its 15-month invasion 
of Ukraine.

Bolstering international sup-
port is a key priority as Ukraine 
prepares for what’s seen as a 
major push to take back terri-
tory seized by Russia in the war 
that began in February last year. 
Zelenskyy’s in-person visit to 
the G7 summit came just hours 
after the United States agreed to 
allow training on potent Ameri-
can-made fi ghter jets, laying the 
groundwork for their eventual 
transfer to Ukraine.

Russia’s deputy defense min-
ister, Alexander Grushko, ac-
cused Western countries of 
“continuing along the path of 
escalation,” following the an-
nouncements that raised the 
possibility of sending F-16s to 
Kyiv.

The G7 vowed to intensify the 
pressure on Russia in its joint 
statement Saturday. 

CAITLIN YAMADA
cyamada@siouxcityjournal.com 

SIOUX CITY — When looking 
back on the high school experi-
ence, what are the memories that 
stand out? Was it the teachers? 
The homework? The football 
games? 

Students from the class of 2023 
said it was often “the friends we 
made along the way.”

The sentiment was repeated 
frequently by students from 
each of the eight Siouxland metro 
high schools when recalling fond 
memories.

The Journal invited one stu-
dent from each school to partic-
ipate in a roundtable discussion. 
They were asked about their fa-
vorite memories, the ins and outs 
of high school life, the lessons 
learned along the way and where 
they’re going from here. 

The students included in the 
discussion were:

- Scout Sneller, Sergeant 
Blu� -Luton, who plans to at-
tend Grand Canyon University 
for business management and 
marketing; 

- Patrick Baughman, West 
High, who plans to attend Iowa 
State University for environmen-
tal science and actuarial science;

- Pat Phisitkul, Dakota Val-
ley, who plans to attend Vander-
bilt University for biomedical 
engineering;

- Michael Toben, North High, 
who plans to attend Yale Univer-

sity for applied mathematics;
- Marcus Ketchelos, Sioux-

land Christian, who plans to at-
tend Dordt University for agri-
business;

- Alondra Echevarria-Mu-
niz, South Sioux City, who plans 
to attend Stanford University for 
computer science engineering;

- Grace Nelson, Bishop Hee-
lan, who plans to attend the 
University of Iowa for political 
science;

- Lidya Tadesse, East High, 
who plans to attend Harvard 
University for anthropology and 
economics.

The students spent the time 
sharing their experiences, 
bouncing comments o�  of one 
another, joking about experi-
ences, and comparing what it was 
like attending schools with class 
sizes between 16 and 380.

Here are some excerpts from 
the discussion:

Q: How does it feel to be 
graduating?

The students agreed the mo-
ment was wonderful, exciting, 
bittersweet and scary. 

“I’ve been at Sergeant Blu�  my 
whole life ... I can name most of 
the kids in my grade. I knew them 
all on a somewhat personal level, 
and then I’m going 20 hours away 
for college and I’ll probably not 
see a lot of them again.” — Sneller 
said regarding the bittersweet-

ness of graduating. 
“I’m really excited to jump 

ship, though. I’ve been ready all 
year to move on and fi gure out 
new things.” 

— Baughman.

Q: What will you miss 
most about high school?

“The friends I’ve made along 
the way. It’s just been so amaz-
ing to be surrounded by a com-
munity of people, of my peers 
and classmates, who support 
me and support each other and 
encourage each other.” 

— Phisitkul.
“The time before and after 

school where you’re hanging 
out with your friends and you 
get to just talk to your teachers 
like they’re your friends. Those 
are the most meaningful con-
versations.” 

— Echevarria-Muniz.

Q: What has been the 
highlight of your 
senior year?

“Being a leader for the un-
derclassmen. When I was an 
underclassman I was like, ‘The 
seniors are so cool, I just want 
to be like them.’”

 — Nelson.
“Our banner win for theater 

at [Iowa High School Speech 
Association] all-state. It was 
for our choral reading that our 

director wrote, so that was re-
ally fun.” 

— Ketchelos.
“I haven’t really had the 

most conventional high school 
experience but this year I did 
more, I was on the homecoming 
court... I went to prom, I won 
a couple superlatives, I went 
to a football game. I was a high 
school student this year.” 

— Tadesse.

Q: What do you wish 
you would have known 
when entering high 
school?

Phisitkul joked he wished 
he would have known about 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
other students agreed.

“That a worldwide pandemic 
would come and take us all out,” 
Baughman said, which was met 
by laughs from the other stu-
dents.

“It is what you make it ... if 
you put yourself in a mindset 
that you’re not going to en-
joy it, you’re not going to, but 
high school is literally what you 
make it so make the most of it.” 

— Sneller. 
“Get involved; high school is 

so boring if you don’t do stuff.” 
— Tadesse. 

Friends make 
2023 memorable

JESSE BROTHERS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL 

From the left, South Sioux City’s Alondra Echevarria-Muniz, Sioux City West’s Patrick Baughman, Dakota Valley’s Pat Phisitkul, Sergeant Blu� -
Luton’s Scout Sneller, front, Sioux City North’s Michael Toben, Siouxland Christian’s Marcus Ketchelos, Bishop Heelan’s Grace Nelson and Sioux 
City East’s Lidya Tadesse, left, are seniors graduating from the eight high schools in the Siouxland area in Sioux City on May 12, 2023.
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Saturday’s a banner day for Siouxland athletes.  SPORTS B1 


