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Featuring:  
Sonoma Tilemakers

QUARTZ SLABS, NATURAL STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN SLABS,  
PORCELAIN AND CERAMIC TILE, GLASS TILE, NATURAL STONE TILE,  

LATICRETE MATERIALS, AND MORE

HONOLULU
2865 Koapaka Street, Honolulu, HI 96819
Ph: (808) 840-8855 | Fax: (808) 840-8858

KAILUA-KONA
73-4076 Hulikoa Drive, Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Ph: (808) 329-8855 | Fax: (808) 329-5585

www.tilewarehousehawaii.com

When you open a CD with $25,000 or more

The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is valid from May 12, 2023 to May 31, 2023. The minimum balance required to open and obtain the promotional APY is $25,000, and funds must be new money originating from another financial institution. Subject to change without notice.  
Refer to the Deposit Interest Rates on asbhawaii.com for other promotional rates. Cannot be combined with any other offer. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC © 2023 American Savings Bank, F.S.B.
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Your money is safe, 
secure and working  

for Hawaii.

 
 

 

4.00APY*
%

Reaching 325,516 readers on Sunday – HAWAII STRONG

local&business
Kokua Line B1
Obituaries B4-6

808-538-NEWS 
CALL TO SUBSCRIBE

Our 142nd year, No. 110

travel
Travel Log D8
Vegas Advisor D10

sports
Dave Reardon C1
Baseball Report C4

detours
Keiki Corner D2
K-Drama D3

insight
Our View E2
Your Letters E2

HPD statistics show 
a drop in crime 
on Oahu last year
LOCAL / B1 

Nuggets take 3-0 lead in Western 
Conference finals, put Lakers 
on verge of elimination
SPORTS / C1 

Kahuku-born Iam Tongi 
competes today 
to become the next 

‘American Idol’
DETOURS / D1 

H
onolulu’s transporta-
tion department has 
had to cut back its 
order of new The-

Handi-Vans, desperately 
needed to shuttle residents 
with disabilities to medical 
appointments, grocery 
stores and other destina-
tions, after agreeing to pay 
the local dealer substan-
tially more than its bid price 
for each vehicle.

The city’s Department of 
Transportation Services was 
hoping to get 65 new para-
transit vehicles by mid-2022 
after awarding a $9.7 million 
contract to Soderholm Sales 
& Leasing to purchase the 
vehicles at an initial price of 
$149,377 each. But a culmi-
nation of factors, including 
supply chain disruptions, 

has led to higher prices and 
a long delay in getting the 
vans.

After protracted negotia-
tions, DTS agreed to pay 
Soderholm $201,234 per ve-
hicle, a 34% cost increase, 
which left only enough 
money to buy 48 new vans. 
The vans are scheduled to 
begin arriving in Honolulu in 
July, but all 48 aren’t ex-
pected to be on island until 
the end of the year.

Meanwhile, the number of 
TheHandi-Vans in service in 
the 207-vehicle fleet began 
taking a nose dive in May of 
last year, according to city 
data, as vans were taken off 
the road at increasing rates 
for maintenance, including 
parts replacement, or were 
retired due to age.

In April 2022, 90% of The-
Handi-Vans, on average, 
were available for use. That 
rate has for the most part 
continued a rapid decline. In 
March, just 67% of the vehi-
cles were on the road.

DTS Director Roger 

Morton told the Honolulu 
City Council last year that 
when availability drops be-
low 80%, that’s a warning 
sign that something has to 
be done.

The situation has 
TheHandi-Van riders and 

advocates for disabled 
residents worried as they 
rely on a smaller, aging 
fleet.

Deb Braiman, who is blind 
and lives Downtown, uses 
TheHandi-Van three to four 
times a week. In recent 

months, she’s been left 
stranded, had TheHandi-Van 
show up an hour late as she 
and three other residents 
who are disabled waited on 
King Street, and was 

City’s Handi-Van 
shortage worsens

Please see HANDI-VAN, A6

By Sophie Cocke
scocke@staradvertiser.com

Legislature criticized 
for ‘wild spending binge’

T H E  P U L S E  O F  PA R A D I S E  >> S TA R A D V E R T I S E R . C O M

Hawaii lawmakers took 
special liberty this year to 
appropriate local taxpayer 
revenue far in excess of 
what the state Constitution 
and a related statute hold as 
typically advisable.

The Legislature earlier 
this month approved spend-
ing state tax revenue in the 
next fiscal year beyond an 
“expenditure ceiling” by 
about $1.6 billion, or 16%.

Breaching this ceiling has 
been done 11 times before, 
including last year, but this 
year it’s drawn public 

criticism and complaints 
from some lawmakers who 
are unhappy about how 
spending decisions were 
made by more powerful 
colleagues.

“I can understand over-
spending by that amount 
($1.6 billion) if every penny 
was essential for the health 
and well-being of our people 
and our environment, but I 
cannot support that level 
of overspending when it 

includes $64 million for 
rental car facility improve-
ments,” Rep. Natalia Hussey- 
Burdick (D, Kailua- Kaneohe 
Bay) said in a House of Rep-
resentatives floor speech on 
the last day of the legislative 
session May 4.

Hussey-Burdick, who also 
questioned a $33 million ap-
propriation to fix the reflect-
ing pool at the state Capitol 
and $120 million for the Agri-
business Development 

Corp., was one of eight 
House members who voted 
against the budget bill, an 
unusual move in the 
51-member House.

Six other House members 
voted to approve the budget 
bill with reservations, in-
cluding Rep. Diamond 
Garcia, who noted the con-
stitutional ceiling break-
through.

“There’s a lot of good in 
this budget, but there’s also 

a lot of — and I mean a lot — 
of wasteful spending,” said 
Garcia (R, Ewa-Kapolei) in a 
May 4 floor speech before 
the budget bill vote.

Constitutional brake
The spending ceiling is a 

product of Hawaii’s 1978 
Constitutional Convention.

Through an amendment 
approved by voters that 

Please see SPENDING, A6

By Andrew Gomes
agomes@staradvertiser.com

Appropriations for next fiscal year exceeded
the constitutional ceiling by $1.6 billion
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TheHandi-Van driver Jus-
tin Unutoa assisted Debo-
rah Braiman onto a van on 
Friday. Braiman, who is 
blind, used the service to 
get to a doctor’s offi ce af-
ter suffering a broken an-
kle from a fall in March.

The arrival of new
vans is delayed as old
ones fall into disrepair
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