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The “pillowcase” or traveling burglar
crime trend that plagued portions of the
Treasure Coast in years past is largely
gone, but investigators say other crime
patterns cropped up.

For a number of years beginning
around 2011, more than 200 area homes
— mostly in Martin and St. Lucie coun-
ties — were burglarized. 

Investigators then highlighted the so-
called pillowcase burglars, who made

their way from South Florida, many from
Broward County, to the Treasure Coast
and elsewhere in rented or stolen vehi-
cles. 

They entered homes by breaking a
rear sliding door and used pillowcases to
make away with stolen property. 

They typically struck between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. when residents were at work. 

Martin County Sheriff� William Sny-
der said when he took offi�ce in 2013 “it
was obvious we were getting a serial
burglary MO (modus operandi).”

“They’re not sophisticated entries,”
Snyder said. “They would tend to go to

the master bedroom, turn the mattress-
es, empty the drawers out.”

As a “kind of signature” they’d use a
pillowcase to abscond with property,
targeting mainly guns, jewelry and cash,
he said.

Snyder said he decided to publicize
the issue, rather than address it quietly. 

“We went to the media and to Face-
book and we just told everybody, ‘Hey,
we’re getting killed, we’re getting killed
with these, primarily along the inter-
state corridors,’ ” Snyder said. “Palm 

‘We’re just fi�ghting a diff�erent front’
Pillowcase burglars a thing of past, but ‘the war’s not over’

Martin County Sheriff William Snyder
holds up a crime scene photo from one
of the pillowcase burglaries as he
discusses how the burglars operated
during a town hall in Stuart in 2013.
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See BURGLARS, Page 4A

Every time someone with public
health insurance is booked into a coun-
ty jail here, their health care becomes
taxpayers’ responsibility. 

Everything from the cost of an in-
mate’s insulin to the bill for a CAT scan
resulting from an injury sustained on
the cell block falls on local govern-
ments.

If an inmate has health insurance
through a program such as Medicare,
Medicaid, veterans benefi�ts or the
state’s Children’s Health Insurance
Program, those benefi�ts can be sus-
pended or revoked — a factor that has
contributed to the rise of jail medical
expenses.

The cost of care for thousands of in-
mates in the Indian River, St. Lucie and
Martin county jails over the past six
years has surpassed $83 million, with

the lion’s share in St. Lucie County,
which spent nearly $59 million on in-
mate care between 2017 and 2022, data
shows.

The federal law that strips inmates
of health care benefi�ts has been around
for 58 years, and originally was intend-
ed to prevent state governments from
shifting the cost of health care to feder-
al health and disability programs. Yet it
has an unintended impact on individ-
uals who are incarcerated in pretrial
status and pending disposition, ac-
cording to the National Association of
Counties. 

It’s unclear what percentage of that
$83 million was spent on those who
have lost Medicare or Medicaid, but one
thing remains true: The cost of inmate
health care across the Treasure Coast
has continued to rise since 2017. It’s al-
most doubled in St. Lucie County, in-
creased by nearly $900,000 in Indian
River and gone up by more than a half-
million dollars in Martin County, ac-

cording to public records.
“This not only aff�ects inmates, it af-

fects their families. There are families
that are dependent upon them and they
are losing their insurance,” said St. Lu-
cie County Commissioner Linda Bartz. “
… These are people that are innocent
until proven guilty. So we are not only
punishing them, but we’re punishing
their families as well as every taxpayer
in this area.”

As local governments pay copious
amounts of money for this expense, lo-
cal leaders such as Bartz are advocating
for federal restoration of health care
benefi�ts, at least to inmates awaiting
trial.

Cost is ‘exorbitant’

The amount of money spent on in-
mate care is “exorbitant” according to
Bartz, who over the past decade has 

Cost of inmate health care 
soaring on Treasure Coast

The cost of inmate health care has increased by nearly $900,000 in Indian River County since 2017. KAILA JONES/TCPALM

Six-year tab is $83 million; loss of federal benefi�ts a factor
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See HEALTH CARE, Page 28A
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It didn’t surprise me that in four
days almost 1,500 folks signed an on-
line petition to oppose a proposed
96-room Home2 Suites by Hilton on
Indian River Drive just south of Sebas-
tian.

The building style is anything but
an “old fi�shing village,” which is Sebas-
tian’s calling card. It’s more like “21st-
century interstate hotel chain.” Water-
fronts in Sebastian, Roseland and Mic-
co have largely been protected from
cookie-cutter development tainting
other tourist destinations.

Then again, we live in the Free State
of Florida, as Gov. Ron DeSantis likes
to call it. The Wynne Building Corp.,
with offi�ces in Miami and Port St. 
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Hilton suitable
near Sebastian
fishing village?
Question is
much bigger

See REISMAN, Page 27A


