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T
hink about being 17. h Think about being awkward,

energetic, strong. Coming into your own body. h Now,

think about that teacher. He calls you “gorgeous,”

maybe touches you in a familiar way. He talks about

your body in a way that makes you uncomfortable. Off�-kilter.

h While that’s not criminal, it is sex-based harassment. There’s a

powerful federal law that could protect you — and others. h But

Florida’s disinterest in ensuring districts follow federal law has

hamstrung that very law and puts children at risk of enduring

further harassment and abuse, a USA TODAY Network-Florida

investigation has found.

Experts say Florida schools risk 
student safety, alarmingly underuse
federal law on reporting sex abuse

Kate Cimini Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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“(These parents) are not skilled in federal

legislation. They don’t know what Title IX means.

Unless the school tells them their rights, they

wouldn’t know to do it.”
Gregg Schwartz, attorney
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Republicans insist deep red Florida
will be a lock for the GOP presidential
nominee next year, but could it help re-
elect President Joe Biden just the
same?

This spring, the governor and the
Republican supermajority in Tallahas-
see served up an unsparingly red-
meat legislative menu for the base. 

Those entrées included a six-week
abortion ban, repeal of a state permit
requirement to carry a concealed fi�re-
arm and expansion of a parental rights
in education bill dubbed by critics as
the “Don’t Say Gay” law. Then there is

the plethora of policies critics say are
eff�orts to curtail academic freedom in
universities, ban books from K-12
classroom shelves and end diversity
programs.

Florida Republicans’ anti-woke as-
sault on the Walt Disney Co., which
has become a legal quagmire, is also
being watched nationally. It’s a poten-
tially fraught issue for voters in Mid-
west states where economic invest-
ment is coveted to reinvigorate indus-
try and job creation.

As the hanky drop was readied to
close out the 60-day session, Gov. Ron
DeSantis, who according to reports
will fi�le candidacy papers this week
with an announcement around
month’s end, boasted Floridians had
never witnessed “a bolder and more
productive six months in the history of
the state of Florida in terms of really
delivering on big promises.” The Flori-
da Republican Party cheerfully tweet-
ed: “Gov. @RonDeSantisFL and the
Florida Legislature delivering results
for Floridians.”

But the Sunshine State’s well-

Florida a
steep hill
for Biden 
But can it help him
in other states in ’24?

Antonio Fins
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

“Florida is probably the

best example for the Biden

administration on their

central theme of freedom,

which is Biden’s message

right now.” 
Eric Johnson 
With Mercury Public Affairs

See BIDEN, Page 16A


