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CORRECTION
No comics 
yesterday; 
reprinted today

The daily comics 
did not run in Sat-
urday’s paper. We 
are publishing them 
today on Page A12. 
We apologize for 
the error.

Low-income tenants lack options as old mobile home parks are razed
By ANITA SNOW
Associated Press

PHOENIX — Alondra 
Ruiz Vazquez and her hus-
band were comfortable in 
Periwinkle Mobile Home 
Park for a decade, feeling 
lucky to own their mobile 
home and pay about $450 a 

month for their lot in a city 
with spiraling rents.

But now they and dozens of 
other families have until May 
28 to leave the Phoenix park, 
which nearby Grand Canyon 
University purchased sev-
en years ago to build student 
housing. Two other mobile 
home communities are also 

being cleared this spring for 
new developments in a city 
where no new parks have been 
built in more than 30 years.

“I’m here, well, because 
I have nowhere to go,” said 
Isabel Ramos, who lives at 
Periwinkle with her 11-year-
old daughter. “I don’t know 
what’s going to happen.”

The razing of older mobile 
home parks across the United 
States worries advocates who 
say bulldozing them perma-
nently eliminates some of 
the already limited housing 
for the poorest of the poor. 
Residents may have to dou-
ble up with relatives or live 
in their cars amid spiking 

evictions and homelessness, 
they warn.

“Mobile homes are a much 
bigger part of our affordable 
housing stock than people 
know,” said Mark Stapp, 
who directs Arizona State 
University’s master’s degree 
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44% of county roads are in poor condition
By MICHAEL D. BATES
Chronicle Reporter

Of the 1,844 miles of county-maintained 
asphalt roads, 811 miles (44 percent) are 
ranked in poor condition.

Those roads have a rating of 7-10 on the 
county’s ranking scale.

Thirty-seven percent, or 682 miles of 
roads, are ranked in fair condition and as-
signed a 4-6 rating while 19 percent (350 
miles) are ranked good (1-3 ranking).

What to do about it?
County commissioners have debated the 

problem for years and they will do so again 
Tuesday morning when they hold a resi-
dential road resurfacing workshop at 9 a.m. 
at the Citrus County Courthouse, 110 

Commissioners to discuss cost of fixing them at Tuesday workshop

DAVIS KINNARD SCHLABACH

Local businessman to be part of Netflix documentary series
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

There are points in time 
for new businesses that their 
entrepreneurial owners rec-
ognize as milestones.

For some it’s making 
payroll without the owner 
having to forfeit their own 
salaries. For others, it’s the 
business outgrowing its ini-
tial building site and need-
ing more space and people 
to meet growing orders and 
customers.

And then there’s being 
showcased on Net� ix.

For Eric Ducharme, 33, 
that’s a milestone. It’s also 
a career culmination of 
hard work and ful� lling a 
childhood dream of making 
mermaid tails and making a 
living doing it.

As an 8-year-old, Ducha-
rme remembers watching 
the mermaids perform at 
Weeki Wachee Springs and 
making a commitment then 
that he would make it his 
life’s work to make the cos-
tumes for those performers.

Ducharme is one of the 
people who will be the fo-
cus of a four-part Net� ix 
documentary series, “Mer-
people,” about the mermaid 
industry, pageantry, its char-
acters, and businesses that 
were built as an offshoot 
of the lifestyle. Ducharme 
lives and grew up in Citrus 
County.

Net� ix has more than 
230 million paid subscrib-
ers worldwide and in 2022 
created nearly 900 original 
productions.

The documentary series 
will air May 23. Ducharme 
said he’s not seen the � nal 
production, but only the 
trailer that Net� ix has made 
available to the public.

Ducharme is contractually 
obligated to be mum about 
most of the � lming at Mer-
tailor and Mertailor’s Mer-
maid Aquarium Encounter 
in Lecanto.

“I am honored. I am over-

joyed to have been included 
in a project that’s premier-
ing on Net� ix,” he told the 
Chronicle.

Ducharme said the docu-
mentary series allows him 
to “share my story with mil-
lions of people” and bring 
more exposure to his com-
pany and employees that 
make mermaid tails and now 
includes live mermaid shows 
and saltwater aquariums.

The Net� ix documentary 
series will “celebrate the 
mermaid community” and it 
will also allow him to con-
tinue in his efforts to set an 
example of having a dream 
and creating a plan to make 
it a reality.

“A lot of people just fall 
into their careers,” he said.

But Ducharme said he 
planned his out and method-
ically worked at it.

He said he is con� dent 
Net� ix will offer its sub-
scribers a well-crafted doc-
umentary series about mer-
people.

Photos by Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

Crystal River Primary School fifth-graders Avery Sims, 11, and Sophie Dumelle, 11, plant Rock Star eelgrass in this 2022 file photo at Hunter Springs Park. Tara Spaid, 
a performing mermaid at the Mertailor Mermaid Aquarium Encounter in Lecanto assists the girls. Mertailor owner Eric Ducharme said they partnered with Sea & 
Shoreline project and Crystal River Primary School, “to assist and educate the kids on the importance of eelgrass.” he said. “We’re taking a bit of a mythological 
spin on creating a better environment.”

RIGHT: Following a rehearsal 
Eric Ducharme shows Britta-
ny Ellis, center, and Marissa 

Whittaker video of their under-
water routine. Ducharme has 
opened a aquarium that fea-

tures a 9-by-8-by-30-foot tank 
where mermaids perform.
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