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Youths 
urged to 
participate 
in politics

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister for Finance Professor 
Biman Prasad has encouraged 
the younger generations of 
Rotuma to participate in Fiji’s 
politics to ensure their voices 
were heard.

While delivering his opening 
remarks at the Rotuma Day 
celebration in Suva yesterday, 
he said diverse voices lead to 
rich solutions.

“Fiji needs you, the more 
diverse the voices are at the 
table the richer the solutions 
we can present,” Prof Prasad 
said.

Fiji Rotuma Association 
chairman Victor Fatiaki said 
the Rotuman community had 
overcome many challenges in 
the past years but continued 
towards achieving its visions 
and values for present and 
future generations of Rotuma.

“The preservation and pro-
motion of our heritage is what 
we proudly celebrate every 
year,” he said.

SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO FIJI’S PLANTS, ANIMALS – THOMAS-MOKO

INVASIVE alien species are becoming 
a signifi cant threat to Fiji’s plants and 
animals, says Naturefi ji-Mareqetiviti 
director Nunia Thomas-Moko.

She said when her team visited the is-
land of Gau to monitor the burrows of the 
Kacau Vula, they saw many dead Kacau 
that have been preyed on by cats.

“Feral cats, rats and now the cane toads 
are big threats on Gau Island, and we hope 
that the mongoose never arrives there as 

this would lead to even worse problems on 
the island.”

Meanwhile, the Blue Prosperity Fiji co-
science expedition primary investigator, 
Dr Joeli Veitayaki said the easy access of 
invasive species onto Gau Island and other 
islands could mean that the biosecurity 

system was not working effectively.
“We’re talking about how these invasive 

species affect the lives of local commu-
nities, it is sad because in my view the 
system has failed,” he said.

Alien species
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Oinafa Villagers perform a traditional dance during 
the Rotuma Day celebration at the FMF Gymnasium 

in Suva yesterday. Picture: JONA KONATACI
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