
Arts..................................................................E1
book world....................................................B1
Business..........................................................G1

Classifieds.....................................................g7
Comics......................................................Insert
Editorials/Letters...................................... a27

Metro...............................................................c1
Obituaries.......................................................c7
Sports.............................................................d1

Travel..............................................................f1
Weather........................................................c12
World News..................................................a25

CONTENT © 2023
The Washington Post / Year 146, No. 53492

Pain at Pimlico 
A Bob Baffert horse 
dies, but Preakness 
goes to his National 
Treasure sports

How to be a man?  
Josh Hawley senses 
a masculinity crisis 
and offers answers 
in ‘Manhood’ Books 

A world of flavors 
Tom Sietsema on  
the area’s 25 best 
new restaurants 
DINING GUIDE 

$241

ABCDE
Prices may vary in areas outside metropolitan Washington. SU V1 V2 V3 V4 

 Democracy Dies in Darkness sunday, may 21,  2023  .  $5Sunny 80/59 • Tomorrow: Partly sunny 82/58  C12

7

O
n a remote island close to where the 
Pacific meets the Indian Ocean sits 
one of the first refineries built specif-
ically to support the world’s transi-

tion away from fossil fuels.
Rocks unearthed here contain traces of 

nickel, a key ingredient in electric vehicle 
batteries. Extracting it, refining it and ready-
ing it for export is a gargantuan task.

More than $1 billion has been sunk into 
the processing facility, the first in Indonesia 
to use an acid-leaching technology to convert 
low-grade laterite nickel ore — which the 
country has in abundance — into a higher-
grade material suitable for batteries. Foreign 
investors and lenders cite the project as 

see Indonesia on A52

STORY BY REBECCA TAN AND DERA MENRA SIJABAT 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOSHUA IRWANDI  on OBIRA ISLAND, Indonesia

Clean cars, Hidden toll

Indonesia all in on nickel 
despite toxic-waste risks

Reporters Rebecca Tan 
and Dera Menra Sijabat 
and photographer Joshua 
Irwandi journeyed 
together to the far-flung 
Obi Islands in eastern 
Indonesia, traveling about 
18 hours by ferry and 
another two hours by 
speedboat to reach the 
cutting edge of the 
country’s nickel-
processing industry. Tan is 
The Washington Post’s 
Southeast Asia bureau 
chief, based in Singapore. 
Sijabat and Irwandi, a 
documentary 
photographer, are based 
in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Dust rises from a nickel mine on Halmahera island, where to answer booming demand for a metal 
needed for electric vehicles, Indonesia is embracing a refining process with a troubled history. 

BY DAVID NAKAMURA
in PITTSBURGH

F or 41/2 years, the Tree of Life 
synagogue sat empty, sur-
rounded by a chain-link 

fence after a gunman killed 11 
people in the deadliest antisemit-
ic attack in U.S. history.

On a recent chilly morning, 
Rabbi Jeffrey Myers arrived for a 
final prayer service at the site in 
Squirrel Hill, a longtime Jewish 
enclave. It was time to say good-
bye to a house of worship that had 
stood for 71 years.

Myers, a stoic figure in a black 
fedora and dark overcoat, was 
determined to remain upbeat. 
This was not “shalom,” or fare-
well, but rather “l’hitraot,” or see 
you again, he told several dozen 
congregants gathered in an out-
door garden — “a pause until the 
next chapter.”

Renovations are slated to begin 
soon to transform the boxy, con-
crete structure into a modern 

BY DAN LAMOTHE

BOURNE, Mass. — Far from 
Washington’s marble floors and 
limestone facades, an unremark-
able military facility in one of 
New England’s most picturesque 
shore-side destinations has be-
come ground zero in the extraor-
dinary leak of government se-
crets that has unnerved foreign 
capitals, embarrassed the Biden 
administration and triggered an 
expansive effort to account for 
the breach.

Behind the chain-link fencing 
and towering oaks walling off 
Joint Base Cape Cod from the 
public, Airman 1st Class Jack 
Teixeira is alleged to have photo-
graphed and smuggled out hun-
dreds of highly classified docu-
ments that have revealed in strik-
ing, sometimes alarming, detail 
the scope of America’s spying 
abroad.

The Discord leaks have be-
come one of the most significant 

see leak on A18

the discord leaks

 Pentagon 
hunts how 
secret files  
left air base

As shooting trial 
nears, Pittsburgh 

grapples with 
antisemitism

Four years later, Tree of Life members 
confront what constitutes justice and 

how to move forward amid rising hate 

Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post

Andrea Wedner, center, hugs  students Catie Jordan, left, and Devon Kenney Zimmick after a screening of the documentary 
“Repairing the World: Stories from the Tree of Life.”  Wedner, who was shot but survived, lost her mother in the 2018 shooting. 

BY RACHEL ROUBEIN, 
CAROLINE KITCHENER 
AND COLBY ITKOWITZ

Nebraska antiabortion groups 
and GOP lawmakers were 
stunned. In late April, their effort 
to ban most abortions was tanked 
by an unlikely person: 80-year-old 
Sen. Merv Riepe, a longtime Re-
publican.

Instead, on Friday, Nebraska’s 
conservative legislature voted to 
ban abortions at 12 weeks of preg-
nancy — a threshold that signifi-
cantly narrows the window for 
legal abortions but still allows the 
vast majority to occur.

A few days earlier, North Caro-
lina Republicans used their legis-
lative supermajority to enact a 
similar 12-week ban, calling it a 
“mainstream” approach that 
would be more broadly accepted 
than the stricter bans many con-
servatives had sought to pass. And 
in neighboring South Carolina, 
state Sen. Katrina Shealy (R) told 
The Washington Post that she and 
the other female GOP senators 
who blocked a near-total ban are 
planning to push for a 12-week 
ban on most abortions when the 
state Senate takes up a bill soon  
restricting abortion after roughly 
six weeks of pregnancy.

“We can’t live at the extremes,” 
North Carolina Sen. Amy Galey 
(R) said in an interview. “As a 
country, we can find a way to take 
a difficult issue and resolve it 
without a huge amount of acrimo-
ny and viciousness.”

Immediately after the Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade, 
Republican lawmakers were 
quick to embrace  “trigger” bans 
designed to take effect as soon as 

see abortion on A13

GOP rolls 
out new 
playbook 
on abortion

Party backs away from 
near-total bans, citing 

political backlash

BY RACHEL SIEGEL

There’s still no deal in place for 
Congress and the White House to 
avoid a catastrophic default on the 
nation’s debt. But even as talks 
continued into the weekend, one 
thing was already clear: A lot of 
Republicans and Democrats don’t 
like the deal, whatever it is.

On the right, the House Free-
dom Caucus has called for an end 
to negotiations over the debt ceil-
ing entirely, saying “there should 
be no further discussion” until the 
Senate acts on a House bill that 
would raise the borrowing limit 
while sharply cutting federal 
spending. On the left, a growing 
coalition of Senate Democrats is 
calling for President Biden to pre-
pare to invoke the 14th Amend-
ment, pushing for a unilateral — 
but potentially risky — move that 
would sidestep the close circle of 
negotiators trying to hammer out 
a compromise. House Democrats 
are trying their own long-shot bid 
to raise the debt ceiling without 
spending cuts, circulating a peti-
tion that could force a vote.

In the middle, negotiations 
broke down for much of the day on 
Friday, before resuming later in 
the evening. With the clock ticking 
toward a possible June 1 deadline, 
the two sides still seemed far 
apart. The White House offered to 
limit defense and nondefense 
spending, but Republicans object-
ed, saying the administration’s 
proposal didn’t cut the long-term 
national debt enough, three peo-
ple with knowledge of the matter 
told The Washington Post, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity 
to describe the private talks.

After huddling with fellow GOP 
negotiators Rep. Garret Graves 
(R-La.) and Rep. Patrick T. McHen-
ry (R-N.C.) on Saturday, House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Ca-
lif.) accused the White House of 
moving “backwards” and said he 
did not think the talks could 
“move forward until the president 
can get back in the country.” Biden 

see debt ceiling on A8

Any debt 
deal may 
be bitter 
pill to all

Rallying support 
poses tall hurdle

Moderates could hold the 
key as both sides harden

campus with a glass-topped atri-
um and an 8,000-square-foot mu-
seum dedicated to the dangers of 
antisemitism.

Meanwhile, justice in remem-
brance of those who died inside 
could be coming. The federal trial 
of the accused gunman in the 
massacre, Robert D. Bowers, 50, 
is expected to begin just after 
Memorial Day. He faces 63 hate-
crime and gun-related charges 
that could make him eligible for 
the death penalty, if convicted.

Memories of the attack remain 
acutely painful. The visceral testi-
mony expected at trial along with 
the re-envisioning of the syna-
gogue have prompted sharply 
conflicting emotions among 
members of Myers’s Tree of Life 
Congregation, and of the two oth-
er congregations — Dor Hadash 
and New Light — that also shared 

see trial on A11

BY HANNAH NATANSON

Librarians could face years of 
imprisonment and tens of thou-
sands in fines for providing sexu-
ally explicit, obscene or “harmful” 
books to children under new state 
laws that permit criminal pros-
ecution of school and library per-
sonnel.

At least seven states have 
passed such laws in the past two 
years, according to a Washington 
Post analysis, six of them in the 
past two months — although gov-
ernors of Idaho and North Dakota 
vetoed the legislation. Another 
dozen states considered more 
than 20 similar bills this year, half 
of which are likely to come up 

again in 2024, The Post found.
Some of the laws impose severe 

penalties on librarians, who until 
now were exempted in almost ev-
ery state from prosecution over 
obscene material — a carve-out 
meant to permit accurate lessons 
in topics such as sex education. All 
but one of the new laws target 
schools, while some also target the 

staff of public libraries and one 
affects book vendors.

One example is an Arkansas 
measure that says school and pub-
lic librarians, as well as teachers, 
can be imprisoned for up to six 
years or fined $10,000 if they dis-
tribute obscene or harmful texts. 
It takes effect Aug. 1.

see books on A5

Librarians could face prison over ‘harmful’ books
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